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Arabs had established a civilisation in Andalus

People who have money should spend it like Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain,

who took us back to the halcyon days of Qortuba.

Those were the days of progress, refined culture, and science
and were filled with Arabic poetry, During those days Arabs
were

intellectuals far removed from the current extremism and
hatred, Al-Babtain took usto the days of Andaluswhen Ibn
Zaidoun composed his poems. There was no bin Laden, a Zar-
quwi

or a L-Zawahiri, who sing songs of death like owls and

crows over devastation and ruin, in those days.

Thanksto Abdulaziz Al-Babtain the fact that Arabs had estaul-
ished

acivilisation in Andalus, created several universities

and they are people with creativity and intellect were brought to
the attention of non-Arabic speaking people. Tough times have
led Arabsinto avicious cycle of intellectual bankruptcy like the
moon which wanes after being full.

"Science, creativity and poor people have the right for some of
your money."



Zahed Matar

Back
Arab Times - Kuwait
October 2004
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Roundup: History Being Talked About

Bpain Eeoks Answens bn s Arab Past
Dl Bhavrock, The Tines (Londan), 08 Ocf. 7004

Tha gyoes &f Abdial Asis al-Batisn Med with lsars as he walked boanoath the horssshoy
sichor of e Marquits, ore of |am’s gromess aschitactuml jowels, and snkd “When
e Weal comakier the Araba, Py shicokd Thenk ol this.”

Siw rrearErvy ooy thee Mlacinad bomibs, wwhan [skomis? sotremists moidened 197 min
paSETGHTE, Spain b recgning e debale over s rich Moorish hislory in o ssarch for

anaveers to why & becama o isgel

In ihe obd cagitnl of al-Andaki -t lplamis name for P Soain Ml S Mo
-1 Bpantss Foyal F Bhad e Socalyl Govarmmsnt pog sponecring o weselk
daloging with 1ha of 1he éounbry's. lammd iulon.,

Tha imtpiration foi the syend cams bom LAr pl-Dabloie @ Moeyn B businessmen wilth o
wmm blmrreal conforences b promolo tha Arad world s Fomey

Firoling through T Lo orangs Ped potko of Cordoba's foemar mosgus -8 cathadra
sinco 1520 ha admitied thal P enocunber ook on @ few seris of urgency i P wake
o tho Soptember 11 nd Mach 11 al-Orsds s mllack

Mr al-Bablave Bernrg hom 8 1bn Zaydun, whose love iotars ta Prireoa Wallada
wrinen Boneaih the wals of & Masgudia, ﬂhwwmg::p Wi wang

poing 1o hold & conference ﬂm in Damascus, but after
nilncks | decahed thal i was thist ven Cama 1o his Birthplncs and try 1o brigge tha gaj

Istwrmen Cof Cudlures, 10 Bfdw M U face of lalam.~

H indiaiing Iereod evGiue § louctas s Erpar wounds i Spein, whon isng uneass
eevaf Ao immigrants hae fugsd with The ounity's sudden senese of vulnorabdity.

Extfn polcs afficsrs have been dispalched &0 Spanish cifies withi Than Foernge

Epanlaids G fcwy Ben bteaen idean, Omn the ons hnnd, Jose Lids
Tapateta, lha Primeg Micigles, hay called for "an sifance of coiliaatong” Beteens o
wﬂﬁlﬁﬂtmmm sirongly oribonl of Bse United Srates-dad war i

Hin preecassor, Jose Maria Aznar, the corsanvalive lnader, Bowaved, b unging the
Wasl, and partculady Spein, 10 wake 13 the ambiisns ol the relgias exiemiss.

'm-nmmmminmm i rvlafesd do the ssppacert gisan By
Tho Sponish GovesTunanl 10 the reg wiet,” B sakd 8 Georgeloan Lindssrety in |

WWashingion this



ALL e y 9o S
(2 Lgudle 2 Sl W1 (e o Ll
Y9yl ks d s g p45
Yoot maisal T fyln A0 jelid) Aains

S it L D580 s Lelal (o 3ol (g0 ool bl I Lguiy
oY Liegudge wad L, 8 el i b Lowlll al,al Lol s s
s 58 LS Leguingo B Lo &)l g Lowilll 5l sl
die Ligyall Gpkall wlalie I 3155 o (Sas ¥ LTy pand allall
it L Lk
ool oo bl 8 MWas e 5500 o (S ALEL sia (s
OS2, o oAl i ppanall 5 e Lo BTy podsyl 35l
oe duadiy O (S ¥ Al aladl Lolaws] 00685 (5 5Y) ST ol
Lsboal o505 oo Ll Lyl iipo UL o, B lliS  Lpaals
a5 e Lslcal 185 oy 51 J13aall o 508 o e



355 e sall e al Ll pusy supsl Ly UG wugiily
ialias 5 Ky (Ko yal po Allaill o Yo Ladea) olalill o 23Nl
Jelaills L laa ol 5] olabll sia ae Leallas 3 oo by Lilaw)
Ly Gl e ylaa p

olad O g9 Lol Lt aan 8 (33 5al) o sl jlatals
iy LI (a0l Byss Lasalls (3 L) 3) Caagl) 1ia e Wieus
[Bsere Hlas 413 aa 3

iy GLSy Lewabie ds80 3]SI e slas Y ALAL S
pabead) aSa aga @ e 0508 a bYW sda cpa 3 o)) Laesusl
3 31 138 UK piaty aSall elfd 1S Ja Slall i Lilewy
o) s

Cplaalall sasallase 853l L3l Lol wiaBll v (5 Lag
Bosall eyl e ¥ (S Al Sl paas dias Lale piay ) 3)
L0 55l Lioad ) Zenadl el ey o3l wlale g5 dadaal
oy Baalast bLasll Gl e 35k 3 w3l dgpall Lo e
Ay eae (585 0SS 8 yblie dalse (B ol e Jaws

1o Lo 7B

TLalsl s Gulai¥ 5 5o g3l QLS o 30 e sl =
o) Sl ) Gaasd agipens Jilusll ik agae laaall e



) Gaaasd VA e pasllae w3 Ll ellis

a3 Laola Umgeni s Lol slaslall g Tl jupa3 = ¥
bt ol (s 3 ALl sLL50 WA (e elliy Blay S5l
(gl allally osall sl 35 Lilas

L;LDJHLA:"SH_M J—“-"'a—'-ﬁ,udi‘ﬂg?:g@ ]*/S:.*_Y
Lo il a3 51 il ity Lpandl oo 05855 Sumiaad) ol il
a9 Al Gags e olilhe e daldl e aaiw

ol (sl aains) Wl o) S0 o1 Y1 ginaa ¥ 15aay - €
b omla et d gy Al el 0 als il Galall sl
LSa, Baactie Laabai) ) Auial) o pesd YA (o Bl )15 3oLl
s aloy ool aisels ) Bala] aliay Jan)
LS. 2



Anguished call for dialogue

Michael Jansen

George W. Bush's prospects for reelection should have been
dealt a heavy blow this week by the admission by Paul Bremer,
the former viceroy of Iraq, that the Bush administration erred-
when it did not provide enough troops to secure Irag and halt
the lawlessness and looting which followed the conquest of the
country in April 2003. But the electorate is unlikely to take any
more notice of Bremer's strategically timed statement than of
the daily slaughter of Iragis and US troops on the streets of the
Iraqi capital.

Videotaped images of maimed Iragi children and of Palestinian
tots injured by US-manufactured bombs dropped on refugee
camps by Israel are largely spurned by the major US television
channels and, where distressing photos are published in the
press, ignored by voters who are not moved by Washington's
ugly foreign entanglements.

Things are different here, in Europe, where public opinion is
both more interested and enlightened about foreign affairs.
Spain, which under former Prime Minister Jose Maria Aznar,
dispatched troops to Iraq at Bush's behest, then pulled them
out after the Socialists came to power, is deeply troubled about
what is happening in the Middle East. The trauma of the March
11, 2004, train bombings in Madrid which killed scores of
commuters made the Spanish people, who opposed Bush's
war, to wake up to the realities of what is going on. Therefore, it
is not surprising that Cordoba, the city most closely connected



with Arab and Muslim history and culture, should play host to a
gathering discussing Arab-Islamic Civilisation and the West:

From Disagreement to Partnership . The conference, held by
the foundation founded by and bearing the name of Kuwaiti
businessman and poetAbdel Aziz Saud Al Babtain, brought
together leading Muslim statesmen, politicians and scholars
with intellectuals from Europe.

Appropriately, the visitors paid homage to the city, its history,
and one of its most illustrious sons, Andalusian Arab poet Ibn
Zaydun, by touring the magnificent mosque at the heart of the
old city before beginning deliberations at Cordoba University.
The conference opened with the presentation by Princess
Elena of Spain, the eldest daughter of King Juan Carlos, of the
foundation's biannual poetry prizes. Ahmad Ibrahim Darwish, of
Cairo University, won the prize for poetry criticism, Rabeh
Muhamad Lutf Jomaa, holder of a law degree from Cairo
University, was awarded the prize for a collection of poems.
Saved Yusif Ahmad Moursi also of Cairo | IniverRitv won a

prize for the best poem, as did Abdul Rahmam Bou-Ali, who
obtained his degree from the University of Muhammad Fifth in
Rabat and teaches in Jeddah. Muhieddin Fares of Sudan, a
graduate of Cairo University, was awarded the honourary prize
for making a contribution to Arabic poetry.

The first political portion of the conference was opened by the
Kuwaiti scholar, Dr Muhammad Rumaihi, who warned that the
Middle East and the world are experiencing very dangerous
times . It is an era of killing Arabs , he stated, citing the

wars in Palestine, Iraq and Algeria as examples. The West
wants cheap oil from the Arabs, curbs immigration from Arab
and Muslim countries, and wants to suppress terrorism.
Muslims want from the West an acceptable solution in
Palestine, political and economic development, and cultural

- o% -



openness.

Sheikh Muhammad Al Tashkiri, Iran's delegate to the
Organisation of the Islamic Conference, observed that dialogue
was the initiative of the strong not the weak and said that

the neoconservative neo-Orientalist philosophers of despair
are promoting the idea that Islam is an aggressive force. He
said that the Muslim world has sacrificed its values in order to
obtain benefits from the West.

Dr Fred Halliday, professor of political science at London
University, dismissed the myths which sour the relationship of
Islam and the West. These myths include the notion that there
have been a thousand years of conflict between Islam and the
West, that Europe defined itself by opposing Islam, that Islam
and the West are totally separate cultural and religious entities,
and that the West has substituted a Muslim hot war for the
Soviet cold war.

He refuted these ideas, arguing that contemporary anti-Muslim
feeling is recent not a product of centuries of confrontation, that
the European identity has been formed by decades of inter-
European warfare not conflict with Muslims, that Muslims,
Christians and Jews have been interacting peacefully for
generations and that the West does not need to define the
[Muslimi other as an enemy. Professor Halliday also said that
the West, contrary to the thinking of neoconservative elements
in the US, does not need an enemy to replace the Soviet
Union.

Dr Milad Hanna, a distinguished Egyptian scholar, urged both
Christians and Muslims to cease their competition for
expansion through converting others to their faith, concentrate
on the behaviour of their adherents and seek reconciliation and
dialogue. There are 1.8 billion Christians and 1.3 billion
Muslims in the world, he said, asking: Isn't that enough?



Haris Silajdzic, former Bosnian prime minister speaking in
fluent Arabic, summed up the Muslim situation vis-D -vis the

West when he said that a person [or a nation] InouM not
have to endure permanent and wilful humiliation and,made
the point that without dialogue there is no civilisation':;

Every sentence spoken in the elegant university hall was
punctuated by US bombs detonating in Fallujah and Israeli tank
shells and missiles exploding in Jabaliya in the Gaza Strip.
While Europe is ready to listen to the anguished call of the
Muslim world for dialogue, Washington and its ally Israel are

not.

Thursday, October 7, 2004
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