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sole specialized one but also as the
richest in terms of its unique and
rare literary collection.
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contributions  to
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the  Arabic
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and animosity are monumental and
cannot be fully enumerated.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain has built
strong bridges between peoples
and cultures, revitalizing rivers of
knowledge and communication
that had dried up over time -
times of conflicts, animosities,
and violence. There are numerous
examples of this, such as fostering
intellectual communication through
cultural conferences between the
Albabtain  Cultural Foundation
and universities in Spain, in which
Albabtain succeeded in introducing
the Arabic language and literature,

correcting  misconceptions  and
incomplete  information  about
Arabs and Arab culture in the

literary works of a country where
Arab culture, science, and the rich
Arab-Islamic heritage flourished
in the past, and where systems
of inquisition had destroyed that
heritage. Albabtain, through culture
and language, worked to restore the
truth and rectify what politics had

Twenty-Five Years in Culture

m Speeches of the Foundation»s President
from the first session to the thirteenth.

m Prepared by the General Secretariat.

® Number of pages: (292) pages.
B Year of publication: 2014.

m The book includes the speeches of
the Foundation>s president from the
first session held in Cairo on May 17,
1990, until the thirteenth session held
in Brussels in November 2013. It

distorted.

Today, anyone who visits Cordoba
or Granada and explores their
libraries and universities will
witness the Arab cultural presence
vividly. They will see thousands
of students studying Arabic and
its literature. Tour guides, who
once narrated a distorted history
of Arab rule, now present that
glorious history with sincerity,
honesty, appreciation, and respect.
This transformation is attributed
to Mr. Albabtain's intervention in
correcting the inaccurate «official»
narrative at that time.

I proudly recall the Albabtain
Foundation Conference in Sarajevo
in October 2010. The event brought
together intellectuals, poets, and
writers from all Balkan countries
and, for the first time, provided
them an opportunity to meet
their Arab counterparts. Nearly a
thousand participants attended from
both within and outside Bosnia, and
the conference received extensive
coverage on radio and television.
Its positive impact continues to
resonate to this day.

Here, we must also mention the
translation of literary and poetic
works, especially to and from the
Arabic language, into various
languages worldwide. Translation
efforts have not been limited to
major languages but have extended

for their Majesties,
and Highnesses

their countries.

m The purpose of this work is to provide
the reader with the opportunity to
review the efforts of the Foundation in
serving poetry, culture, and dialogue,
and what it has accomplished, as well
as to read the words of sponsorship.

also includes speeches of sponsorship
Excellencies,
who hosted
Foundation)s sessions and events in
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to other languages with the aim
of disseminating Arab culture,
literature, and civilization to people
around the world.

Mr. Abdulaziz Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, was a man with a
mission. His message and passion
were centered on promoting peace
and fostering connections between
people through the dissemination
of languages, learning, culture, arts,
and notably, poetry and literature—
the eloquent and noble word.

Albabtain is known not only as a
companion and confidant of kings,
presidents, and leaders but also
takes pride in being a companion of
poets, writers, and intellectuals. At
the same time, he was remarkably
humble, simple, and gentle.

In these words, we cannot give
the great man, the man of culture,
peace, and love among people, his
due as he truly deserves. We will
need to document his history and
accomplishments in  forthcoming
volumes, written by those who lived
with him and witnessed the multitude
of his works. These individuals include
the dedicated team that worked with
him in his cultural Foundation or in
the thousands of projects he executed
to serve the Arab nation, contributing
to language, culture, civilization, and
serving Kuwait, spreading its name
and achievements throughout the

world.
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Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain— The Creative Intellectual

Mr. JASIN RAVASDE
President of the Bosnian-Kuwaiti Friendship Committee

He is one of the few whom you
know before seeing them because
his name, reputation, and significant
achievements precede him. I had the
honor of getting to know this great
man personally and getting close to his
unique character with all that kindness,
good nature, eloquence, broad-
mindedness, and love for humanity.

He is one of the few in this world
who considers wealth and trade as
a means to provide him with the
opportunity to serve humanity and
illuminate his path. As a successful
businessman, he has given money
a purpose in serving the higher
human ideals. Otherwise, in his
opinion, money loses its value—
its true value lies in the extent to
which it contributes to enlightening
and assisting humanity in reaching
goodness. According to him, the
more his wealth increases, the more
his giving increases.

He once said: «Others strive to
accumulate money, placing it above
their heads as a goal, believing that
by this money they rise. As for me,
I place money under my feet, and
thus, when I rise, the elevation gives
value to humanity, not to material
wealth. I am the one who gives

value to money through spending
it on beneficial deeds for humanity,
and it is not money that gives me
value.»

This philosophical concept of money
and its dialectics in using it to bring
absolute happiness to humanity
has been discussed by many
philosophers and great scholars
throughout history. However, none
of them has given the profound
human dimension to money in this
way. Linking money to education,
enlightenment, and encouraging
individuals to pave their own way
and open up new horizons is the
added dynamic value that makes an
educated person the nerve center of
society.

There are hundreds of thousands
of students from around the world
who have learned through the
Albabtain scholarships since 1974.
They have paved their way in life
after graduation, with many of them
becoming ministers, ambassadors,
deputies, professors, and prominent
figures leading societies in their
countries.

Many may not know that after the
Comoros joined the League of
Arab States in the mid-1970s, the
president of that country invited the
late Abdulaziz Albabtain to visit,
informing him that the nation had
become an Arab state. However,
the people predominantly spoke
French, and its membership in the
Arab League had little value if the
population did not know the Arabic
language.

Abdulaziz  Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, took the initiative
to implement Arabic language
education programs across the

Comoros.  Simultaneously, he
recruited highly qualified and
experienced teachers, providing

them with substantial salaries to

swiftly execute plans for Arabization
throughout the Republic.

In a remarkably short period, the
Comoros Republic adopted the
Arabic language, making it an
integral part of its educational
curriculum. Libraries, newspapers,
radio stations, and television
channels dedicated to Arabic
flourished across the nation.

He mentioned to me, may he rest in
peace, that UNESCO experts—United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization—visited the
Albabtain Foundation to inquire how
the Foundation managed to eradicate
language illiteracy in an entire
country in such a short period. In an
unprecedented event, «experts» from
UNESCO were trained at the Albabtain
Foundation in teaching methods and
knowledge skills. Typically, countries
approach UNESCO for expertise
and guidance in training teachers
and professors, but in this case, the
Albabtain Foundation became a source
of knowledge transfer to the world.

Albabtain Foundation has taken care
of the Arabic language and worked
on spreading it in Europe and the
United States, establishing chairs in
various universities. It also founded
departments for teaching the Arabic
language and its literature. This
effort goes beyond financial support;
it involves the «investment» in
human energy. Competent teachers
and professors were sent to fulfill
this enlightening mission in the
Arabic language and their culture
and literature.

It is worth noting the inauguration
of Albabtain Central Library for
Arabic Poetry, the first and only
one in the world specialized in
poetry. The library houses books
and manuscripts of both ancient and
modern Arabic poetry. With unique
copies of books, manuscripts, and

15
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Albabtain and his Role in Shaping the

GulturalLifeinKuwaitandthe ArabWorld

Dr. Barbara Michalak-Pikulska
Head of the Department of Arabic Studies,

Jagiellonian University in Krakow, Poland.

It is a great honor for me to write
a few words about a prominent fig-
ure whom I had the opportunity to
meet in my life>s journey. He is a
poet and a benevolent human be-
ing who devoted his entire life as
a guardian of the Arabic language,
literature, and culture. By nature, he
was an eloquent speaker, harness-
ing this talent to provide significant
contributions to Arabic literature.
I have witnessed this on numerous
occasions during the conferences
and poetry evenings organized by
the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cul-
tural Foundation - established in
1989 - in Kuwait and various other
parts of the world. He has strength-
ened the poetic movement by en-
couraging distinguished poets and
literary critics, supporting them
with valuable awards. He himself
was a magnificent poet, deeply pas-
sionate about poetry since his early
youth. Creativity became his delight
and joy, and he crafted new worlds
in a new reality, subduing it with
absolute authority. True poets, as he
exemplified, do not define poetry by
specific meanings.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain also
established the “Albabtain Central
Library for Arabic Poetry” in 2002,
which has become a cultural center
in Kuwait where poets and intellec-
tuals from around the world con-
verge. It serves as a place to collect
various forms of Arabic poetic heri-
tage, activate the activities of poets
on the global stage, and cultivate
poetic spirit among the young Arab
generation. The Albabtain Library

organizes literary meetings, confer-
ences, seminars, lectures, and nu-
merous poetry evenings. One of the
notable projects undertaken by the
Albabtain Foundation is the publi-
cation of dictionaries and lexicons,
such as the “Albabtain Encyclopae-
dia of Arab Poets in the 19th and
20th Centuries”. This encyclopaedia
meticulously documents the works
of prominent living and deceased
Arab poets, serving as a scholarly
reference for those interested in po-
etry.

During my meetings within the
framework of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
Cultural Foundation, of which I had
the honor to be a member, I noticed
how humble, reassuring, warm, and
patient this individual was. These
virtuous qualities earned him the
respect of the entire community. He
served as an example of steadfast
dignity, built on extensive knowl-
edge, experience, integrity, and re-
spect for humanity.

The immense impact of Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain in shaping
cultural life in Kuwait and the Arab
world cannot be understated. We
recognize and appreciate his great-
ness as a human being and a poet,
offering him the honor he deserves.
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain will re-
main alive in our memories and in
the legacy of his accomplishments.

14



duodill Ualvro Ualedl ol :Ualel ol 89181 ¢l wollell waiioll W

N 92—ty g
\pabtain g%,
_&»\ %

WhyEgypt?

From a previous press interview with Mr. Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain (may he restinpeace)

The message of the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation is directed
to the entire Arab world, with Egypt at its
heart. Its inception in Cairo in 1989 was
a recognition of Egypt's leading cultural
role towards its sister nations for over
half a century, especially in the fields of
education and enlightenment. Cairo has
long been a hub for literary and cultural
forums.

In recognition of the fact that Cairo is the
focal point of the Arab world, the capital
of their culture, and home to the largest
number of creatives, academics, and
researchers working in the fields of culture
and literature throughout the Arab region,
and considering the numerous cultural
institutions in the city, the facilitations
provided for the establishment of the
foundation in Cairo were encouraging for
us.

The establishment of the Foundation in
Cairo came as a gesture of goodwill and
fraternity from us to the cultural stronghold
of the Arabs (Egypt). It was also an
expression of gratitude for the writers,
intellectuals, and educators of Egypt who
have contributed to Kuwait over a long
period, playing a crucial role in advancing
the early stages of education.

Nevertheless, in addition to the
Foundation's headquarters in Cairo,
we inaugurated a main office for the
Foundation in Kuwait, along with two
other offices in both Jordan and Tunisia.
We also appointed representatives for the
Foundation throughout the Arab world.

The Foundation has greatly benefited
from the experiences of intellectuals,
thinkers, and university professors in
Egypt in various cultural fields, and this
has continued until today.

In fact, this vision is derived from the
vision of the State of Kuwait since before
its independence. Egypt is the elder sister
to every Arab country. Therefore, Kuwait's
attention has been directed towards Egypt
since the establishment of its educational
and cultural renaissance in the last century.

Egypt sent educational missions to Kuwait
and recruited teachers from there. The
graduates of these missions became leaders
in education, thought, and public opinion
in Kuwait. Egypt participated in all aspects
of life in Kuwait and contributed to its
modern renaissance.

The cultural pioneers in Kuwait, such as
the late Abdulaziz Hussein, the late Ahmed
Mashaari Al-Adwani, and the late Hamad
Al-Rujaib, among many others, graduated
from Egyptian universities. Kuwait still
appreciates the contributions of Egyptian
creators to its cultural, journalistic, and
theatrical renaissance. Some notable figures
include the late Dr. Ahmed Zaki, the first
editor-in-chief of Al-Arabi Magazine, the
late Ahmed Bahaa EI-Din, Dr. Ahmed Abu
Zeid, the editor-in-chief of Aalam Al-Fikr
Magazine, Zaki Tulimat, the true founder
of modern theater in Kuwait, the late Abdul
Fattah Ismail, the first director of Kuwait
University, and Dr. Mohamed Hassan
Abdullah, who authored over twenty
books about Kuwait and its literature. This
includes other creators, judges, professors,
academics, and thinkers. The collaboration
with Egyptian cultural and educational
expertise continues and flourishes based
on the distinguished political relations
between the two sisterly nations and their
wise leaderships, Kuwait and Egypt.

The predominant feature in cultural
fields between the two countries has been
cooperation, with many Kuwaiti students
still receiving their education in Egyptian
universities. Kuwait continues to benefit
from Egyptian expertise in various cultural
fields. The interaction with Egyptian
culture has been ongoing, impactful, and
reciprocal since the late 19th century and
the early 20th century. This relationship
persisted when the late President Gamal
Abdel Nasser inaugurated the Kuwait
House in Cairo in 1956, and it continues to
thrive to this day.

Moreover, there are other aspects of cultural
and artistic collaboration, including joint
book fairs, publishing, printing, mutual

cultural weeks, and cultural days for each
country held in the other country.

All these are essential pillars for mutual
cooperation that can be built upon to
develop and strengthen them, increasing
their exchange through organizing
reciprocal cultural activities between
the two countries, so it is sufficient to
indicate the continuation and growth of
this cooperation through what happened in
the ninth decade of the last century, with
the establishment of the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation in Cairo,
choosing it as its main headquarters,
and relying on the poetic expertise and
the creative poets and critics in Egypt to
support the Foundation's journey. Many
of them were selected as members of its
board of trustees, judging committees,
lexicographical series, and all its activities.
This implies that the mutual cultural
cooperation between the two countries
is also a collaboration of the people, not
limited to official cooperation alone.

Therefore, thousands of students receive their
education in Egyptian universities, especially
at the University of Al-Azhar, under the full
responsibility of the «Saud Albabtain Kuwaiti
Scholarship for Post-Graduate Studies.»
Examples of civic cooperation, like those of
official cooperation, are too numerous to be
confined.

* Editorial Board

RS TN
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Juan Carlos, 2009.
The Thomas Aquinas Cultural

Award, which is awarded by the §

University of Cordoba in recogni-

" tion of his academic contributions
to the University and the Andalu-

sian civilization, 2010.

| The “Prestigious Medal” by His

Highness Sheikh Humaid bin
Rashid Al Nuaimi, the ruler of
Ajman, in the year 2010.

The “University of Sarajevo Gold-
en Badge”, 2010, in recognition of
his efforts in the inter-civilizations
dialogue. He is the third to receive
this badge after Mahathir bin Mo-
hamad, former Prime Minister
of Malaysia, and Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, President of Turkey.

Honorary Commando Badge from
the President of the Republic of Co-
moros, Dr Ikililou Dhoinine, 2011.

Badge of Honor from the Speaker
of the Maltese House of Repre-
sentatives, Dr. Michael Frendo, in
appreciation to his efforts in the
intercultural dialogue, 2011.

15.  “High-Level International Ex-
cellence Medal” from Waldenberg In-
ternational College in the UK in 2012.

The Palestine Order of Merit
for Culture, Sciences and Arts”
(Level of Creativity)” from Pres-
ident Mahmoud Abbas, 2014, in
appreciation for his contributions
to support the Palestinian people,
and their just cause.

The “Totem for Peace 2015 from
the “Fondazione Mediterraneo”,
based in Italy. This prestigious
award has been previously re-
ceived by several global figures
who have been recipients of the
Nobel Prize in various fields.

The Presidential Medal of Merit
of the First Class for Social Re-
sponsibility by President Omar

Hassan al-Bashir, the Head of the
Republic of Sudan, during the
ceremony organized by the Sec-
ond Regional Meeting of Interna-
tional Ambassadors for Social Re-
sponsibility in 2015 in Khartoum.

The Higher Rank of the “Cultur-
al Order of Merit”, from His Ex-
cellency Tunisian President Beji
Caid Essebsi, in recognition of his
cultural efforts around the world
to consolidate the culture of love
and peace, in 2016.

Legion of Honor given by President
Marcelo Rebalo de Sousa President
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Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from Prof. Toufik El Ouazzani Chahdi,
President of the Sidi Mohamed bin Abdullah University in Fes (15 December 2006)

of Portugal, for his role in spread-
ing the culture of peace, and for his
efforts to achieve communication
between peoples for the year 2018.

The Albanian “Order of the Flag”
from his Excellency Ilir Meta, the
then-President of the Republic of
Albania, in appreciation of his ef-
forts in spreading the Culture of
Just Peace, June 30th, 2022.

Posthumously, the “Leadership
Medal” from the Arab Parlia-
ment in recognition of his role in
preserving Arab culture and pro-
moting the culture of just peace.

Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from Dr Fayez Khasawneh, Rector of
Yarmouk University (Jordan 2001)
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ing his material contributions, lit-
erary efforts, and the promotion
of the Arabic language in various
universities and cultural and sci-
entific centers worldwide.

m Honorary Doctorate from the
Egyptian Academy of Arts in 2015,
in recognition of his creative works
across various artistic forms.

m Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Stirling in Scotland
in 2017, acknowledging his poetic
creativity and efforts in intercul-
tural dialogue and peace support.

m Honorary Doctorate from the
Mediterranean University of
Albania in 2022, appreciating
his contributions to humanity»s
peace and future.

m Honorary Doctorate from Yere-
van State University in Armenia
in 2023, recognizing his charita-
ble contributions and promotion
of a culture of peace in the world.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain re-
ceived a diverse array of honors,
comprising twenty-one medals and
orders during his lifetime and an
additional one posthumously, the
“Excellence Medal” from the Arab
Parliament. These orders include:

m The Tunisian Order of Cultural
Merit from the President of Tuni-
sia, 1996.

m The Order of Independence of
the first class from HM King of
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan, 2001.

m The State Award from the Na-
tional Council of Culture, Arts
and Letters in Kuwait, 2002.

m The National Order of the Cedar
(Officer Grade) from the President
of the Republic of Lebanon, 2004.

m The Gold Medal of Excellence
from the Arab League Educa-

Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from the Minister of Education and
Higher Education and the Higher President of the University of Kuwait Dr. Badr Hamad
Al-Essa, and acting director of the University Dr. Hayat Hajji (27 May 2015)

tional, Cultural and Scientific
Organization (ALECSQ), 2004,
during the closing session of the
14th Conference of the Arab Cul-
tural Ministers at the Republican
Palace in Sana’a, (the capital of
Yemen). He is the first Arab busi-
nessman to receive this honour.

The Kuwait Order of the Sash
(First Degree) from HH Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah (may he rest in peace). His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (may he rest in

peace), who was the Prime Minis-
ter at that time, represented him in
awarding this medal in 2005.

The Gold Medal of Science, Lit-
erature and Arts from HE Omar
Al-Bashire, the then-President of
the Republic of Sudan, 2005.

The Knight Order from the President
of Italy Giorgio Napolitano in appre-
ciation of his efforts in the fields of cul-
ture and dialogue of civilizations, 2009.

The high-level Order of Civil
Merit from HM the King of Spain

Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from Dr. Mohammad Hossein Omid,
Chancellor of the University of Tehran (26 May 2014)
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Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from the Chancellor of the University
of Stirling Dr James Naughtie (29 June 2017)

ship in numerous literary and cul-
tural committees and associations
spanning across most Arab coun-
tries and some foreign nations. For
instance, he serves as a trustee on
the board of the Arab Cultural As-
sembly in Beirut and is a member
of the Fes Sais Cultural Associa-
tion in Morocco. Furthermore, he
is a trustee of the Arab Thought
Foundation and one of its founders.
He is also a member of the Kuwaiti
Writers Association, the Kuwaiti
National Committee for Educa-
tion Support, and the Board of Do-
nors at the University of Stirling in
Scotland, among many others.

Not surprisingly, this distinguished
intellectual and creative poet has
been awarded 17 honorary doctor-
ate degrees from various Arab and
non-Arab universities. These uni-
versities have acknowledged his
contributions to the cultural field,
charitable work, and his efforts in
promoting just peace and intercul-
tural dialogue. The honorary doc-
torate degrees are as follows:

m Honorary Doctorate from Tash-
kent University in Uzbekistan in
1995.

Honorary Doctorate from Baku
University in Azerbaijan in 2000.

Honorary Doctorate in Litera-
ture from Yarmouk University in
Jordan in 2001.

Honorary Doctorate in Humani-
ties from Kuwaiti Kyrgyz Univer-
sity in 2002.

Honorary Doctorate in Humani-
ties from GOE University in Kyr-
gyzstan in 2002.

Honorary Diploma (equivalent
to a Doctorate) from the Progres-

4
3
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sive Social Union for Women in
Kyrgyzstan in 2002, in the field
of promoting friendship among
peoples.

Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Algiers in 2005.

Honorary Doctorate from Sidi
Mohamed Ben Abdellah Univer-
sity in Fes, Morocco, in the field of
culture and promoting dialogue
between civilizations in 2006.

Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Khartoum, Sudan,
in 2007.

Honorary Doctorate from Al-
Farabi National Government
University in Kazakhstan in 2009.

Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Cordoba in Anda-
lusia, Spain, in 2013, making him
the first Arab personality to re-
ceive such an honor.

Honorary Doctorate from the
University of Tehran in 2014, be-
ing the first Arab personality to
receive this recognition from the
university.

Honorary Doctorate from Kuwait
University in 2015, acknowledg-

Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from Prof. José Manuel Roldan
Nogueras, Rector of the University of Cordoba (7 November 2013)
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& Twenty-Two Awards

Actually, it is challenging to keep
track of the continuous scientific,
cultural, creative, and successive
achievements of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain (may he rest in peace). Natu-
rally, we cannot limit our discussion
to the cultural and social accomplish-
ments presented and ongoing by the
Albabtain Foundation. However, in
this brief context, we can touch upon
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain as an in-
tellectual deeply rooted in his heri-
tage and Arab identity.

The man presented to his nation
three poetry collections: the first,
“Bawh  Al-Bawadi,” (Intima-
tions of the Deserts), the second,
“Musafer Fi Al-Qaffar,” (Waste-
farer), and the third, “Oghaniat
Al-Fayafi” (Songs of the Desert).
These poetic creations reflect his
personal experience, showcasing
the delicacy of emotion and the
ability to master the aesthetic ex-
pression corner.

May he rest in peace, through his
Foundation, he issued three En-
cyclopaedias for Arab poets: “Al-
babtain Encyclopaedia for Con-
temporary Arab Poets,” “Albabtain
Encyclopaedia for Arab Poets in
the Nineteenth and Twentieth Cen-
turies,” and “Albabtain Encyclo-
paedia of Arab Poets in the Era of

States and Emirates.” The work
is ongoing on Encyclopaedias for
poets of the Abbasid era and the
Umayyad era, as well as those pre-
ceding Islam, and they will be re-
leased soon.

His multitude of accomplishments
in the service of Arab culture did
not make him feel superior; on the
contrary, he remained extremely
humble. He never gave the im-
pression that he considered him-
self responsible for anything, as he
operated from a sense of personal
idealism that dictated his behavior.

HH Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of Kuwait, awards poet

Due to his diverse contributions to
Arab culture, he earned admiration
from literary and cultural circles.
He received warm appreciation
from intellectuals, writers, and crit-
ics across the Arab world. Addition-
ally, he was honored by the leaders
of Arab and Islamic countries, as
well as kings and princes, as an ac-
knowledgment of his works and his
role in promoting a culture of just
peace globally. This was evident in
his meetings with many of them.

Given all that has been mentioned
and the nature of the man univer-
sally beloved, who holds member-

e

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain the Kuwaiti Order of the Sash (First Degree), granted to him in
2005 by HH Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah (May they all rest in Peace)
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Closing Statement The Forty-Fift

Board of Trustees

I' /\U der the auspices of His Excellency President Abdel Fattah El-
L Sisi Pr651dent of the Arab Republic of Egypt, the Third World Forum

vfof‘the Culture of Just Peace, themed «Just Peace for Development,» Meeting
't “onvened in Cairo from February 20th to 22nd, 2024. The Forum was
& orgzyllzed by the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural Foundation, in The Board of TG

|7 vcollaboration with the Egyptian Supreme Council of Culture. of the AbdulaziziGi

Albabtain Cultural
Foundation  convened
on February 21, 2024, in
Cairo. During the meet-
ing, the board unani-
mously elected Mr. Saud
Abdulaziz  Albabtain
as the President of the
Board, who in turn ap-
pointed Mr. Mohammed
Abdulaziz Albabtain as
the Vice President of the

“The Forum commemorated the late Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, who
passed away in late 2023. Under his care and supervision, the Albabtain Cul-
tural Foundation organized numerous seminars, intellectual discussions, and
cultural events, reflecting the profound belief of its esteemed founder in the
significance of culture for development. He was a unifier of hearts and minds,
always receptive to ideas aimed at the welfare and goodness of humanity.

Prominent leaders, academics, politicians, economists, media figures,
and peace advocators participated in the Forum.

The meeting in Cairo spanned three days, during which participants engaged
in seven sessions addressing political, economic, and cultural issues relevant
to development. There was a particular emphasis on the importance of peace
for the stability of all countries worldwide, especially in the Arab region.

Following discussions filled with a sense of responsibility, diligence,

and an exploration of future ideas, the participants concluded with the Foundation.

following recommendations: In the same meeting, Mr. Saud Albabtain
First, to send a letter of appreciation to His Excellency President Abdel Fattah el-Si- reiterated the Foundation's commitment
si, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, for his gracious patronage of the Forum, to continue the legacy of his founding
reflecting his appreciation for the benevolent efforts exerted by the Abdulaziz Saud father may he rest in peace

Albabtain Cultural Foundation within the framework of a just peace culture. 1 i ) [

Second, to commend the efforts of the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, who dedicated him- He emphas1zed the lmportance of nurtur-
self, time, and resources to championing Arab causes through an enlightened and unifying 1ng poetry and pOCtS serving the Arabic
culture, and to appreciate the commendable efforts of his righteous offspring in continuing to dguage SllppOI"tlIlg translation centers
serve the civilizational project initiated by their late father, may he rest in peace. tralnlng, authenticating pOCth man-
Third, achieving just peace requires genuine political development, contemporary deter- !lscrlp.tS_ fﬁmd.promotmg the principles ‘Of
mination, and harnessing modern technology to serve the public interest. intercivilizational dialogue and the dis-

Fourth, the forefront of achieving just peace lies in enlightened, quality education that semination of the Culture of Jus_t Peace
must be in line with the times. Therefore, prioritizing the younger generations and pro- at the ff)refl'ont of the Ade1aZIZ Saud
viding quality education with an open curriculum is imperative. Albabtain Cultural Foundation's agenda.

Fifth, the economy leads development, and the role of the private sector in advancing
it is vital. Therefore, nurturing economic legislation, that stimulates this diversity and
regulating it through enhancing a culture of saving and investment, and harnessing it for
the benefit of the public, is crucial.

Sixth, culture plays a pivotal role amidst the prevailing circumstances, which are often Saud Abdulaziz Albabtain
clouded by misinformation that manipulates public opinion and incites conflicts that frag- chooses
ment societies, fueling bigotry, hatred, extremism, and violence. Therefore, fostering an

open and tolerant culture that embraces diversity and believes in dialogue is imperative. - : M oh am m ed Ab d u I azi 7

Seventh, the Palestinian cause remains central to the Arab world>s consciousness, and \
supporting it is a national duty. This entails efforts to unify the Palestinian leadership and 3 Alb b 1
liberate the Palestinian discourse from regional influences that undermine the cause. Ad- ' a ta I n
ditionally, we strongly condemn the genocidal war against the Palestinian Arab people
unfolding before the worlds eyes in the Gaza Strip in recent months.

Eighth, we extend our salute to the efforts exerted by the Arab Republic of Egypt for the Foundation
its steadfast Arab stance, and we stand in solidarity with it as it grapples with economic
constraints and political and international burdens resulting from the complex Arab and
regional situation.

as the Vice President of
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The Closing Session

+ The closing session commenced with a speech by Dr. Sameer Habashneh from
Jordan, representing the Arab participants. This was followed by remarks from Dr.
Eugene Rogan from the United States, representing the foreign participants. Ad-
ditionally, Mr. Abdullah Mohammed Ababtain from the esteemed Albabtain family
spoke, recalling the achievements of the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.

Subsequently, Dr. Hisham Azmi, the Secretary-General of the Egyptian Supreme
Council of Culture, delivered a speech. The closing remarks were then given by the

Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mr. Saud Abdulaziz Albabtain, who stated:

Mr. Saud Abdulaziz Albabtain

In the name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful.

All praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of all worlds, and peace
and blessings be upon all the
prophets and messengers,

Esteemed dignitaries,
Honorable attendees.

Peace be upon you, and may the
mercy of Allah and His bless-
ings be upon you.

I am pleased to begin by thank-
ing you for accepting the invita-
tion from the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation
to attend the Third World Forum
for the Culture of Just Peace. I
commend your active participa-
tion and rich contributions, as
well as the valuable ideas, useful

experiences, and constructive
suggestions you have presented
during the forum sessions, all
aimed at sustainable develop-
ment in various fields and direc-
tions.

Dear friends,

This is the first event held by
the Foundation after the pass-
ing of its president, patron, and
founder, my late father, the poet
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may
Allah have mercy on him. He
was always at the forefront of
those who believed in the power
of culture and peace to enhance
human life, correct their distort-
ed perceptions, and redirect their
misguided paths. He spared no
effort in promoting the culture
of just peace and making it an
essential requirement of educa-
tion at all levels, as affirmed at
the first forum in The Hague in
2019. Furthermore, he advo-
cated for empowering it under
the umbrella of wise leadership
worldwide, as urged at the Sec-
ond Forum in Malta in 2022.
This is so that the sincere efforts
exerted by human elites in poli-
tics, thought, economics, cul-
ture, and media find their way
toward achieving sustainable
development for human life on
earth, as you are calling for to-
day at the Third Forum in Cairo.

In this context, I am pleased
to extend, on behalf of myself
and all my colleagues on the

Board of Trustees of the Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain Cultural
Foundation, our sincere thanks,
appreciation, and gratitude to
His Excellency President Abdel
Fattah El-Sisi, President of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, for gra-
ciously sponsoring this forum. I
also extend our gratitude to the
Egyptian Ministry of Culture
and the Supreme Council of
Culture for their fruitful coop-
eration, which has been one of
the main reasons for the suc-
cess of this Forum. I hope that
this Forum will be among the
noble efforts contributing to the
advancement and elevation of
humanity.

Dear participants,

We all agree that the reality we
live in sometimes does not offer
us the hope we desire. However,
I speak to you on behalf of many
people everywhere when I say
that we believe in the nobility of
your principles, trust in the sin-
cerity of your intentions, and ap-
preciate your diligent efforts to
promote the values of freedom,
dialogue, understanding, and
participation in building a bet-
ter future, in which we together
reap the fruits of sincere calls for
peace.

In conclusion, and from this
platform raised for peace, I
would like to extend a sincere
call to world leaders every-
where:

Exert all possible efforts to end
the ongoing hell in the Gaza
Strip.

The common people every-
where wonder how decision-
makers, rulers, and leaders can
go about their daily lives while
witnessing the horrific war of
extermination taking place be-
fore the eyes and ears of the
world, targeting innocent civil-
ians in Gaza.

How can you enjoy your meals
with your children while hun-
dreds of thousands of people in
Gaza cannot find anything to si-
lence their hunger?

How can you revel in the warmth
of your homes while hundreds
of thousands of Gaza's children
are homeless, exposed to the el-
ements without shelter or cover?
With the cold piercing their bod-
ies, and with them filled with
fear from the sound of bullets,
explosions, and shells.

O world leaders, we appeal to
your consciences with a sincere
plea: history will not forgive
those who err against human-
ity. The opportunity still exists
for you to take serious steps to-
wards the right path.

Stop this war.
Stop this war.

Stop this war.

May God guide you, and peace
be upon you all.
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Dr. Barbara Michalak

At the outset, the session
was initiated by Dr. Lana
Mamkegh from Jordan,
who introduced the ses-
sion and its speakers. She
then proceeded to speak
about the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain  with
deeply poignant words,
expressing her profound
regret at the passing of
such a towering intellec-
tual and cultural figure,
affirming that the late has
virtues and accomplish-
ments that are countless
and immeasurable.

Dr. Nabil Ayad, the first
speaker, stated, “The
concept of ‘just peace’
constitutes a comprehen-
sive approach that seeks
to address the root causes
of conflicts rather than
just their symptoms.” He
added, “This concept is
based on the principle
that peace and justice
are inseparable, and ‘just
peace’ requires us to con-
front inequality and strive
to create a world where
support for human rights
is provided, and every
individual is afforded the

Dr. Abdulhaq Azzouzi

opportunity for growth
and prosperity.” He said,
“The Albabtain Cultural
Foundation embodies the
principle that cultural ex-
change and education are
indispensable tools on
the path to achieving just
peace.”

Dr. Barbara Micha-
lak stated, “It is truly an
honor for me to be able
to say a few words about
a prominent figure I had
the opportunity to meet
in my life. He was a poet,
a man of goodness, a
man who throughout his
life protected the Arabic
language, literature, and
culture. He is Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain.”  She
added, “The purpose of
establishing the Albabtain
Foundation was to com-
bat hatred and inequality
among people and to pro-
mote dialogue between
cultures. The foundation
played a significant role
in disseminating Arab
thought and developing
the poetic movement. The
late supported this move-
ment and supported poets

Mr. Ersat Hormuzlu

Dr. Nabil Ayad

and critics by awarding
them numerous prizes in
those fields.”

“The late was a humble,
gentle, and patient man
who always cared about
what others believed and
thought, and through
these qualities, he gained
the respect of the entire
community, serving as
an example of a man en-
dowed with vast knowl-
edge, experience, integri-
ty, and respect for others.

Mr. Ersat Hormuzlu
from Turkey then spoke
about the beginning of
his relationship with the
late Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain, which began
nearly two decades ago.
He spoke about the nu-
merous and wonderful ex-
periences he had with the
late Abdulaziz Albabtain,
which history records
for their high ethics and
beautiful qualities the de-
ceased possessed. He also
spoke about the invitation
extended to Abdulaziz by
the Presidency of the Re-
public of Turkey to visit

Dr. Lana Mamkegh

Ankara. During this visit,
he learned that the great
Arab poet Imru’ al-Qais
is buried in Turkey, and
he decided to provide full
support for the restoration
of the tomb of this great
Arab poet and to establish
a cultural salon where po-
ets would gather under the
umbrella of Arabic litera-
ture and poetry.

Dr. Abdulhaq Azzouzi
from Morocco began his
speech by requesting the
distinguished  attendees
to stand in mourning and
recite Al-Fatiha for the
soul of the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain, confirm-
ing the strong relationship
that bound them together.
He spoke about his unique
personality, immortal
achievements, noble eth-
ics, and his passion for
Arab culture, literature,
and poetry, explaining
that the late was a pre-
cious gem that cannot be
replicated.
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Dr. Nevila Rama

countries, both oil-produc-
ing and non-oil-producing,
directly and indirectly.
Arab economies, past and
present, have faced popu-
lation growth and a rise in
the number of young peo-
ple while failing to provide
suitable employment op-
portunities, leading to high
unemployment rates.»

He continued: «The expe-
riences of the Command
Economy, also known
as socialist experiments,
were bitter and challeng-
ing, leading to a decline in
the performance of Arab
economies. This resulted in
capital flight, a halt in for-
eign capital inflows, and a
disconnection from mod-
ern technological advance-
ments. Arab economists
differed in diagnosing eco-
nomic crises and attempts to
formulate an Arab econom-
ic theory were unsuccess-
ful. Most Arab economists
leaned towards dirigisme.
Due to the dominance of oil
economies, rentier concepts
prevailed, and governments
failed to propose economic
alternatives.»

He also stated, «The global
capitalist system has faced
difficult conditions over
the past century, and ad-
vanced theories have been
proposed to rescue the sys-

CAIRO 2!

Dr. Anastas Angjeli vb

tem after the Great Depres-
sion in the US in the early
1930s. There are challenges
facing the establishment of
free market principles in
Arab countries. How can
we liberate ourselves from
the legacy of the past 7 de-
cades, which entrenched
command economies and
rentier systems? Is it pos-
sible to develop a knowl-
edge-based economy, re-
duce reliance on natural
resources such as oil and
gas, modernize manufactur-
ing industries, and enhance
the performance of the ag-
ricultural sector? Against
these challenges, there is
the demographic challenge
that must be confronted,
and human development
must be promoted.»

Dr. Anastas Angjeli from
Albania addressed the top-
ic of Socialist Economy
and Development, stating:
«Through this research
paper, we will attempt to
answer the following ques-
tions: Is it true that we can
only achieve development
by maximizing profit? that
by ensuring welfare, we
guarantee happiness? Is it
only the indicator of eco-
nomic growth that should
be considered to evaluate
the economic and social
development of a society

JUDI FEALE FUK UEVE

Dr. Amer Al-Tamimi

or country? Or should we
also analyze indicators and
other elements of economic
development and social ex-
istence such as the level of
well-being and happiness,
and the economic develop-
ment of the environmental
economy? During the last
20 years, the interest of re-
searchers,  policymakers,
and individuals with eco-
nomic potential has been
growing in organizations
and businesses that do not
have profit as their main
objective but respond to a
group or community needs.
Since the last quarter of the
20th century, it has become
increasingly clear that these
organizations contributed to
faster and more sustainable
growth in favor of employ-
ment, effectively addressing
various social problems.»

Dr. Nevila Rama from Al-
bania concluded the discus-
sions through her research
on the Ideological Interac-
tion between Socialist Mar-
ket Economic Principles
and Political Realism in
International Relations. She
stated: «This paper explores
the intricate interplay be-
tween economic pragma-
tism and political realism in
Chinays approach to inter-
national relations. It delves
deeper into how the nation’s

CA2O 21
CAIRO 20 - 22 FE| o
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Dr. Julius Sen

leadership deals with bal-
ancing between the socialist
market economic principles
and realpolitik consider-
ations. The research also
aims to provide insights into
China)s unique develop-
ment model and its broader
implications in international
relations through analyz-
ing key economic reforms,
global engagement strate-
gies, and the Belt and Road
Initiative.»

She further explained: «The
rationale behind the social-
ist market economic model
stems from efforts to find
hybrid solutions that com-
bine advantages of social-
ism and market economy.
There is a broad range of
blending government inter-
vention and market orienta-
tion, leading to variations
in model implementation.»
Her paper also addressed
the Chinese BRI, a massive
infrastructure and economic
development project, which
is driven by economic mo-
tives, but has geopolitical
implications. It reflects a
realistic strategy to expand
influence, secure resources,
and enhance connectivity to
strengthen Chinays position
in international affairs.




<,f

—
LL
-

L&

F

A

V

The Third Wordd (%I'{II}(I  for the Oullure ((/ym'l Peace “Sust Seace for Development”

o

Adldill Gyb algle

on the final day of the Third World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace

> Researchers discuss “Peace and Economic Development” in its fifth session.

=
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Reported by Ahmed Fat’hi

hr Ahmed Atigah from
ibya chaired ~ Session
ive. Dr. Julius Sen began
by discussing the topic of
free-market  economics
stating: «In this paper, we
explore the indivisibility
of peace and development
by looking at India’s na-
tional movement between
1886 and 1947, covering
the period preceding inde-
pendence and partition in
mid-August 1947. Indian
leaders found themselves
faced with two options:
confronting British au-
thorities through violence
or adopting a peaceful ap-
proach. They chose the lat-
ter, focusing on concepts
of tolerance and civil dis-
obedience. To justify, ex-
plain, and popularise this
approach, they drew heav-
ily on ancient Buddhist
philosophy, Hindu tradi-
tions, and the syncretic na-
ture of Islam, Christianity,
and other faiths in India.»

He continued: «Ironically
i

s
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much of what they used had
only been ‘rediscovered’
in the preceding 50 years.
Combining these precepts
with liberal and democratic
ideas and blending them
into a world view that ad-
dressed issues of domestic
peace with those of a just
international order, had
much of their attention.
The national movement
fragmented to some extent
along communal lines, with
parts of the Muslim com-
munity pushing for a Mus-
lim majority state - which
became Pakistan following
partition in 1947.»

He added: «At the heart
of this drive towards inde-
pendence were the ideas of
non-violence and tolerance,
which were considered
peculiarly Indian in their
origin and form, and to that
extent differed substantial-
ly from similar movements
in China, Egypt, Persia and
elsewhere. An international
dimension was also fac-
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tored into its formulation,
which gained the indepen-
dence movement global
support.»

Dr. Sen Concluded: «Do-
mestic and international
peace create the policy
space for national govern-
ments in the aftermath of
independence to identify
development strategies. If
neither of these forms is in
place, then it is difficult to
address issues of develop-
ment through the use of
free markets. It also takes
time as significant struc-
tural reform - economic
and social - is simultane-
ously needed.»

On the same topic of
«Free-Market Economics,
Dr. Amer Al-Tamimi stat-
ed: «The research begins
by revisiting economic
theories relevant to free-
market economics. The
most important of these are
those articulated by Adam
Smith in the 18th century,

* Dr. Julius Sen and Dr. Amer Al-Tamimi on Free-Market Economics
7 » Dr. Anastas Angjeli and Dr. Nevila Rama on Socialist Market Economics

coinciding with the first
industrial revolution in
England, and the subse-
quent economic develop-
ments in Europe, marking
the gradual transition from
agriculture to industry and
the dominance of urban ar-
eas over rural regions. The
research also explores the
topic of Command Econo-
my, which restricts private
ownership in favor of an
extensive role for the state
and the prevalence of so-
cialist beliefs. It also exam-
ines the triumph of the Bol-
shevik revolution in Russia
and the implementation of
a socialist system based on
the harshness of authority.»

He added: «How did the
Arabs interact with eco-
nomic theories, and to
what extent were they
influenced by those theo-
ries? How did the ideas
of inclusive econom-
ics prevail in some Arab
countries since the 1950s?
Gulf countries adopted
command economy after
the increase in sovereign
revenues from oil and
implementing rentier eco-
nomic systems. Rentierism
placed significant respon-
sibilities on states, includ-
ing education, healthcare,
housing, infrastructure,
and providing jobs due to
the weakened role of the
private sector. Oil econo-
mies dominated economic
conditions in various Arab
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HE IS THE MAN, MAY HE REST IN PEACE, WHO IS

Humble without pretense,

Lover of goodness without declaration,

Engaged with people without discrimination,
Passionate about his homeland without arrogance,
Doer of good without seeking reward,

Self-made without pretension,

Dedicated to his Arab identity and Islam without bias.

These are some qualities of the late great Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, who departed from our world, leaving in our
hearts and the hearts of his admirers a sense of emptiness
for a man not easily replicated.

I traveled with him to many places and had more meetings...

to Manama, Abu Dhabi, Riyadh, Mecca, Cairo, Beirut, Tehran,

Paris, London, Oxford, Belgium, Sweden, among many cities and

capitals. He carried his bag in his hand, and he would prioritize

others over himself, always the last to settle and the last to eat.

He never missed a prayer during his travels. Even in the face Dr. Muhammad Al-Rumaihi
of crises and denial of his efforts by others, he sought excuses for

them, content with the love surrounding him. He disliked praise in his presence the most.

His dream was to establish a Foundation dedicated to serving culture, and he worked
tirelessly towards that goal. He founded a Foundation that differed from others, with
its core principle being the service of culture and facilitating communication among
intellectuals from every language and gender. Throughout my companionship with him,
I never heard him criticize anyone or speak ill of others. Whenever his contributions
were denied, he always sought excuses and offered forgiveness before reproach.

He had a network of friends in the countries he contacted, especially in the Arab world,
and at the highest levels. His diwan welcomed Arab and non-Arab visitors, officials,
writers, and intellectuals, as well as his friends from Kuwait and the Gulf countries. His
passing coincided with the death of His Highness the late Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, the Amir of Kuwait, leading to a double sorrow. Thousands of mourners
gathered at his diwan in Kuwait and also in Riyadh, brought together by his kindness
and connections. He had exceptional communication skills, always sharing stories and
anecdotes from his long and rich experience in his professional and cultural journey.

He embraced the idea of educating a large number of children from Islamic countries
that were under the influence of the Soviet Union. Over the years, thousands of graduates
emerged from this initiative, and they, by the grace of God, contributed to the betterment
of their homelands. The reason behind this success was the initiative of the man who
reintroduced the Arabic language to those regions by teaching their elite for many years.

At the prestigious and distinguished University of Oxford, he established a chair for the Arabic
language and provided a substantial endowment for this chair. His request to the administration in
establishing this chair was to allocate it for research, studies, and teaching of the Arabic language,
aligning it with modern technology, which represents the language of the era.

This is just a glimpse of the immense contributions made by this man, many of
which he preferred to keep hidden from the eyes of people.
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Friday 13 Shaaban 1445 AH - 23 February 2024 Issue No. 94

The Third World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace concludes by directing a
message of gratitude to HE President Abdel Fattah El-Sisifor his gracious patronage
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“Peace and Economic Development” gl immm
the theme of the fifth session of the forum [t

Fouad Siniora
“Abdulaziz Albabtain's presence
grows in his absence”




