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the Formation of Modern Kuwait
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B Dr. Petra Sijpesteijn - Professor of Arabic
Language - University of Leiden

As we mourn the decease of Dr. Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain, we also have a chance to celebrate
his contributions to scholarship, the promotion
of Arabic language and literature and the further-
ing of mutual understanding and respect between
people which will live on and continue to impact
humanity.

The Albabtain-Leiden Center for Ara-
bic Culture was established in 2018
to promote the same core values of
bringing together people of dif-
ferent backgrounds, languages
and cultures through litera-
ture in order to overcome
prejudices that identified Dr
Abdulaziz’s own activities
and efforts in his life and
work.

At the opening ceremo-
ny of the Albabtain-Leiden
Center for Arabic culture, a
booklet was presented with po-
ems by Dr. Abdulaziz and Dutch
national poet laureate Anne Vegter
in Arabic and Dutch. It showed the
power of literature and culture to touch
anyone and to create a common ground.

The Encyclopedia of Arabic poets sponsored by
the Abdalaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural Foundation
continues to be an important resource for schol-
ars and humans throughout the world and through
these and other initiatives the name and spirit of
Dr. Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain will live on.

Through its programme of academic and pub-
lic events, the Albabtain-Leiden Center for Arabic
culture continues to be devoted to these ideals to
building bridges across cultural and linguistic di-
vides and to overcome the prejudices that divide
humanity.
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Conflict Resolution at the University of Malta

. } Director of the Centre for the Study & Practice of

Human beings are known in one of
{ two ways, that is, in their personality or
through their deeds. I have come to know
Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain (may
he rest in peace) through his Cultural
Foundation, which sponsors the study and
practice of just peace worldwide. This not
only brings like-minded peacebuilders
together across national, social,

cultural and religious

divides. It also promotes
the study and practice
of just peace with
new generations of
students. In doing

so, the Foundations
sows the seeds of
hope for the future.

I have also
come to know Mr.
Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain through
his ‘Contemplations for
Eeace. In particular,
this sensitizes us to the fact that the
achievement of just peace is a duty we
share on which we are all called to act.
In doing so, humanity forges a bond of
fellowship and solidarity that transcends
time, land and national borders. The
Third World Forum for the Culture of
Just Peace is a testament to this in terms
of Mr. Albabtain’s legacy. This is a lesson
to all.
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coincided with the evolution of the creative and critical scene,
revealing the tables of the culture of poets and critics in each
historical period. This surpasses the subordination of literature to
politics or the stereotypical historical division of our ancient and
middle-aged literature.

I>s truly remarkable how Abu Saud>s commitment
extended even to phone conversations, ensuring the accuracy
of attributing a verse to a particular poet, a specific historical
period, or a particular region. This demonstrated his dedication
to opening avenues for dialogue and discussion, aiming to
authenticate a piece of information or perhaps correct a verse
in a meticulously researched collection. Only a skilled expert
with a deep understanding of the value of poetry and the
positions of poets in Arab history could undertake such tasks.

Hles] Joaif e M

s (593 Jaadl B33y (a3SLa gl b Hand B2 1,8
St IO nlaslill aga jusallise B33ls Auube o
2006 - 1990 slc oy

A truly outstanding figure, Abu Saud>s contributions,
particularly the Albabtain Library for Arabic Poetry, will remain
a distinctive historical landmark in the realm of world libraries.
It houses academic dissertations, sources, references, research,
critical and literary studies, as well as humanities studies that
have enriched and enhanced our Arab poetry.

The discussion about Abu Saud remains open, given
the exceptional nature of his authentic Arab personality,
creative excellence, vision, and his unwavering
commitment to reviving the legacy of Arab poets whose
creativity flowed through their hands. He lived as a lover
and supporter of poetry, poets, and poetry critics, guarding
faithfully the authenticity of Arab identity against attempts
to marginalize or obscure it. Therefore, he rightfully earned
global recognition and praise. May he rest in Peace.

Golladl alllue .y

The Second World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace ‘
“Leadership for Just Peace”

m The book is of medium George Vella.
I size with (152) pages. m The book also includes
ST B ) , Published in 2022. the proceedings of the
e R honorary doctorate cer-
L m The book encompasses emony for Mr. Abdulaziz
e the events of the second Saud Albabtain from the
World Forum for the Cul-

Mediterranean University

ture of Just Peace held in in Albania, in addition to

Valletta, Malta, on March
3, 2022, under the patron-
age of His Excellency
the President of Malta,

the recommendations of
the second World Forum
for the Culture of Just
Peace.
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Dr. Abdullah Al-Tatawi,
Former Vice-President of Cairo University
Member of the Board of Trustees

The late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain was
not just a great Arab poet - although he was -
nor just a critic who appreciated and analyzed
poetry in its best artistic forms - although he
was - nor merely a broad-minded intellectual
exploring the humanity of individuals under
the umbrella of tolerance and global peaceful
coexistence - and indeed he was. But, he
combined all of these with a generous spirit,
expanding his vision to make himself a
nation alone, turning his Foundation into a
unique entity capable of realizing his visions
and ideas. His numerous achievements
worldwide, along with the advancements his
foundation experienced, transformed it from
a prize-awarding institution into an influential
cultural entity in all areas of methodical
development and enhancement in the facets
of human thought, encompassing creativity,
criticism, dialogue, education, training, and
enlightenment.

We admired in his noble character
that exceptional logic which appeared as
the governing principle of his high ethics
and noble actions. Over the years, it

revealed the authenticity of his nature, the
depth of his values, and the steadfastness
of his principles. As much as it spoke of
his prolific poetry or his creative and
imaginative mind across the various
circles of his poetic experiences - be it
personal, national, social, or humanitarian
- he elevated them all to a remarkable
level, raising them to a higher status. His
close relationship with all friends, loved
ones, admirers, companions, intellectuals,
and critics was evident in the generous
gatherings, the library of Arab poetry, and
the grand hotel halls that witnessed his
rich seminars, conferences, and dialogues.
He was always welcoming, gentle, polite,
and wise, embodying the best qualities of
great figures. He was a wonderful poet,
a profound critic, and an excellent host,
embodying the humility of the great,
and the generosity of the eloquent and
knowledgeable. I have known him for
more than twenty years during my tenure
as the Vice President of Cairo University,
where he generously offered training
sessions to its students on the art of poetry,
criticism, and the appreciation of poetry,
both in its recitation and composition.

And so he did, also with many Arab
universities that testify to his genius in
summoning the throne of Arab poetry
in its struggle against the novel and
theater. He revived poetry, considering
it as its highest entity through a
multidimensional cultural achievement.
This was realized during his journey
through the spring of poetry every year.

I am honored by his choice to be a
member of the Board of Trustees of the
Foundation for several terms. During
these terms, I participated in discussions,
dialogues, research, and writings in the
midst of the conferences and seminars that
he repeatedly held in Kuwait, the UAE,
Morocco, Cairo, Alexandria, London,
Madrid, and Algiers. He was keen on
reviving the history of an ancient or middle
Arabic poet, bridging the gap between

G4 Abdulaziz Saud Alabtain...A Nationin One Man

ancient and contemporary poets. In this
regard, the Foundation published rigorous
literary and critical studies that were printed
by Kuwait>s printing press about the role
of the poet in deepening the Arab identity.
I was also honored by being assigned to
prepare a critical study about the collections
and poems that won the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Poetry Award over a quarter
of a century. The resulting book, titled
«Language and Artistic Composition,» was
published by the Foundation. I am also proud
of having contributed to the publication
of the book «Abu Tammam Al-Tai: His
Thought and Poetry,» in addition to the
peer-reviewed research that I was pleased
to publish in the Foundation>s books and its
elegant publications. We must never forget
the delightful and pleasant conversations
we had about the poetry movement,
the world of poets, the development of
contemporary critical movements, and
their role in monitoring the production of
authentic Arab creativity in the kingdom of
immortal poetry. Abu Saud>s conscience,
heart, mind, and intellect were never
devoid of the great kingdom of eternal
poetry. Abu Saud traveled across the great
capitals of the world through cultural visits,
training courses, educational programs,
and research chairs on the dialogue of
civilizations and the promotion of progress
based on dialogue in the context of human
and ethical commonality among the
peoples of the earth. The «Encyclopaedia
of Arab Poets,» which the Foundation
undertook, remains an exceptional work in
the history of the nation. Abu Saud revived
the history of the great ones in the era of
documentation and the House of Wisdom
when scholars collected the sciences of the
ancients. The forefront of these collections
was poetry, including selections from the
odes, al-Mukhtarat, Asmariyyat, and the
collection of Arab poetry. This included the
era of enthusiasm led by Abu Tammam, his
student Al-Buhturi, Al-Mazroui, and others.
Some of them participated in the movement
of authorship and criticism with the
emergence of the schools of renewal. This
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Readings in Contemporary Ara-
bic Poetry,» Dar Al-Majarifa, Al-
exandria 2009.

«The Flowers and Fragrances
in the Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain,» by Dr. Abdullah
Al-Qatam, Kuwait, published
in the book «Studies in Arabic
Literature,» the second section
of the book: «Studies in Kuwaiti
Literature,» pages 367-405, First
Edition - Phillipe, Kuwait 2024.

University Theses on His Poetry:

m «The Elegance of Love in the

Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain.» Master>s Thesis - Leb-
anese University, Beirut, 1999.
Prepared by: Khaled Moham-
med Al-Mansour, Supervised by:
Dr. Abdulhamid Jaida.

«Study and Analysis of the Al-
babtain Collections (in Persian).»
Master>s Thesis - Faculty of Arts
- University of Tehran, 2008. Pre-
pared by: Mokhtar Mujahid (Iran),
Supervised by: Dr. Mohammad Ali
Azarshab.

Autobiography in the Collection
«Wastefarer> by Poet Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain (Journey through the Gate
of Self).» Master>s Thesis, end of the
second year, Ministry of National
Education and Higher Education,
Rabat, 2010. Prepared by: Essam
Hajli (Morocco), Supervised by: Dr.
Omar Al-Marrakshi.

«The Unity of Literary Genres
in the Collections of Poet Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain.» Master>s
Thesis - Higher School of Teach-
ers - University of Rabat, 2010.
Prepared by: Mohamed Lahik
(Morocco), Supervised by: Dr.
Omar Al-Marrakshi.

«The Emotional Direction in the
Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain.» Master>s Thesis - Fac-
ulty of Arts - Alexandria Uni-

versity, 2014. Prepared by: Enas
Al-Rifai (Egypt), Supervised by:
Dr. Fawzi Isa.

«Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain: A Stylistic Study.»
Master>s Thesis - Faculty of Arts
- Alexandria University, 2016.
Prepared by: Ghassan Abbas Al-
Saadi (Iraq), Supervised by: Dr.
Fawzi Isa.

«Aspects of Chaste Love in the
Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain.» Master>s Thesis - Fac-
ulty of Arts and Humanities -
Shiraz University. Prepared by:
Afat Mardani (Iran), Supervised
by: Dr. Sayed Fadlullah Mirgha-
deri.

«Elements of Artistic Creativ-
ity in the Collection «Oghniyat
Al-Fiafia» by Poet Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain.» Master>s The-
sis in Literature - Department
of Arabic Language - Faculty
of Arts - Damanhur University,
10/6/2019. Prepared by: Amal
Fares Ibrahim Al-Rumaisi, Su-
pervised by: Dr. Mohamed Mus-
tafa Abushawarab and Dr. Mo-
hamed Mahmoud Abu Ali.

«Manifestations of Aesthetic and
Social Poetry in the Albabtain En-
cyclopaedia for Arab Poets in the
Era of States and Emirates (656 -
1215 H/ 1258 - 1800 CE).» Doctoral
Thesis - Faculty of Arts - Damanhur
University, 7/12/2022. Prepared by:
Researcher Ayman Badr Mohamed
Hawidy, Supervised by: Dr. Mo-
hamed Mustafa Abushawarab and

Dr. Eman Fouad Barkat.

RS 7N

poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
and his humanitarian and cul-

tural contributions:

® «Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain: Por-
traits and Testimonials by States-
men and Cultural Figures,» In-
troduction by Dr. Ahmed Darwish
(Egypt), 1st edition, Cairo, The
Egyptian-Lebanese House, 2014.
(Translated into English, 1st edi-
tion, Dar Al-Ain, Cairo, 2015).

m «Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain in
the Hearts of Poets: Poetic Texts»
(Three Volumes), Compiled and
Introduced by Dr. Mohamed Mus-
tafa Abushawarab (Egypt), 1st edi-
tion, Dar Al-Wafa for Printing and
Publishing, Alexandria, 2015.
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Works Celebrating Him:

The following works reflected
the celebration of poets, aca-
demics, and politicians for the

13
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Egypt.

«Bedouin Virginity in the Poetry of
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain - A Criti-
cal Reading of the Mechanisms of
Creativity and its Determinants» by
Sabry Fawzi Abdullah Abuhussein,
Egypt,

«The Structure of Weight, Sound,
and Rhythm in the Collection
Bawh Al-Bawadi» by Abdelbar
Al-Alili, Morocco, Balabil Printing
Press, Fez 2000.

«Metrical Study of the Poetry
of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
through his Collection Bawh
Al-Bawadi>» by Mahjoub
Mousa, Egypt.

«Effectiveness of Creativity, a
Study in the Collection <Waste-
farer> by Poet Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain» by Mahjoub Mou-

jelib deulog wleig Olow
UWl 1gew pjoll uc

sa Al-Marjah.

m «Features, Purposes, and Phi-

losophy of the Poetry of Ab-
dulaziz Saud Albabtain» by
Fatima Mohamed.

Studies on His Poetry
m «The Virginal Trend in the Poetry

of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain» by
Dr. Yasin Al-Ayoubi, Lebanon, pub-
lished in the book «The Sanctuary
of the Word: Research and Critical
Studies in Modern and Contempo-
rary Arabic Literature.»

«A Dialogue with Abu Al-Qasim
Muhammad Karrou about Al-
babtain Foundation,» conducted
by Hassan bin Othman and pub-
lished in the book «Dialogue and
Poets,» edited by Abu Al-Qasim
Muhammad Karrou, Tunisia.

«Playing on a Sad String - A Study
in the Rhythm of Words in the

Collection <Bawh Al-Bawadi>» by
Dr. Mohamed Abdel Hamid Khal-
ifa (Egypt), published in the book
«In the Rhythm of Our Arabic Po-
etry and Its Environment».

«Albabtain...Traveler in the Wil-

derness of Time,» by Ahmed Fadl
Shabloul, Egypt. A research paper
presented at the seminar held by
the Bibliotheca Alexandrina in
honor of the poet Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain on the occasion of the
release of his second collection
Wastefarer> on 1/11/2004. The
research is published on the Dar
Nashr website.

«The Construction of Poetic Style
in the Collection (Bawh Al-Bawadi>
by Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain» and
«A Critical Reading of the Collec-
tion (Wastefarer> by Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain» by Dr. Fawzi Isa,
Egypt, pages 75-88 and 93-105, re-
spectively, from the book «In the
Aesthetics of Reception: Critical
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by Abdulaziz Saud Albabtainy, by Mr. Abdulhakim Al-Sabea.

«Bawh Al-Bawadi: Toward Another Wakefulness for Urban Bed-
ouin Poetry», by Dr. Mohamed Aldanai, Morocco.

The Rhythmic Structure in the Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
by Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Abushuwarab, Egypt.

«The Literary Movement in Kuwait: The Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain Prize for Poetic Creativity and its
Chairmanss Verses as a Model,» Edited and Reviewed
by Dr. Abdullah Bensr Al-Alawi, Sidi Mohammed Ben
Abdellah University, Fez, 2006. Originally, the book is
a scientific seminar held in honor of granting Mr. Ab-
dulaziz Saud Albabtain an honorary doctorate from Sidi
Mohammed Ben Abdellah University in Fez on Decem-
ber 15, 2006. The book includes critical studies by vari-
ous researchers, including:

«The Poetic Encyclopaedia of Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain» by Dr. Abdullah Bensr Al-Alawi,
Morocco.

«The Autobiographical and Objective As-
pects in Abdulaziz Albabtain>s Poetry» by Dr.
Omar Al-Marrakchi, Morocco.

«The Poetic Imagery in the Creativity of Ab-
dulaziz Saud Albabtain» by Dr. Mohamed Al-
Wasity, Morocco.

«Rhetorical Styles in the Poetry of Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain» by Dr. Al-Mufaddal Al-Ku-
nuni, Morocco.

«An Introduction to the Aesthetics of Meters
in the Poetry of Albabtain» by Dr. Ali Laghza-
wi, Morocco.

«Aesthetics of Rhyme in the Poetry of Abdu-
laziz Albabtain - His Collection Wastefarer» as
a Model» by Dr. Mohamed Aldanai, Morocco.
«In the Realm of Albabtain>s Poetry» by Dr.
Fatima Al-Jamii Al-Habbabi, Morocco.

«The Refined Ghazal in Albabtain>s Collection»
by Dr. Yassin Al-Ayoubi, Lebanon.

«Abdulaziz Albabtain>s Experience: The
Virginity of Love and Poetic Passion» by Dr.
Ahmed Al-Iraqi.

«Aspects of Sufi Sentiment in Albabtain>s Poem»
by Dr. Abdelwahab Al-Filali, Morocco.

«Structure and Argumentation in the Poetry

Poet and

of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain» by Dr. Azal Arab
Lhkim Benani, Morocco.

«The Poetry of Choice in the Creativity of Poet
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain» by Dr. Abdelmalek
Al-Shami.

«About the Poetry of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain:
The Temptation of Existence» by Dr. Abdul Rah-
man Tankoul, Morocco, pages 318 - 325.

«Approximating Some Poems of Abdulaziz
Albabtain to the German Language» by Dr.
Khaled Lazear, Morocco.

«Components of Poetic Discourse in Abdulaziz
Albabtain Poetry» by Dr. Rachid Al-Arjyoui,
Morocco.

«Rhythmic Structure in the Poetry of Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain - A Study in Frame Mu-
sic» by Dr. Mohamed Mustafa Abushawarb,

Businessman

Abd al-Aziz al-Babtain and
the Formation of Modern Kuwait

LEIF STENBERG
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Numerous books, studies, and re-
search papers have been published on
this subject, including:

Critical Studies on His Poetry:

“Critical Studies on the <Bawh
Al-Bawadi> (Intimations of the
Deserts) Collection by Poet Ab-
dulaziz Saud Albabtain”, with the
Full Text of the Collection, au-
thored by a select group of Arab
critics and researchers, prepared
for publication and introduced by
Dr. Fawzi Issa from Egypt, and
published in 1996 by Delta Print-
ing Center in Alexandria. The
book includes a compilation of
studies and articles as follows:

m «Dialogue with the Text» by Dr.
Mustafa Nassef.

= «Bawh Al-Bawadi: An Analytical
Study» by Dr. Muhamed Mustafa
Haddarah.

(1) “Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain: Biography & Cultural Achievements”, p.89- 100

Many researchers have delved into the life of the
poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain and his poetry,
expressing appreciation for his continuous efforts

to bring poetry back to the forefront of the creative
scene. Their analytical studies have focused on
various critical, thematic, and rhythmic aspects
found in his collections and poems.

m «Critical Issues in (Bawh Al-Bawa-
di>» by Dr. Mohamed Abdelmoneim
Khafagy.

m «Structural Style in Bawh Al-
Bawadi>» by Dr. Fawzi Issa, Egypt.

= «Bawh Al-Bawadi: A Reading of
Content and Influences» by Dr. Ay-
man Mohamed Meidan, Egypt.

m «A Reading of Bawh Al-Bawadi» by
Dr. Nabil Rashad Noafal, Egypt.

m «Reflection of Poetic Heritage in
«Bawh Al-Bawadi>» by Khalifa Al-
Khayyari, Tunisia, pages 165-176.

® «Gud Al-Ghawadi in <Bawh Al-
Bawadi>» by Dr. Abdelmalek Mar-
tad, Algeria.

= «Bawh Al-Bawadi» by Homood Al-
Bighaily, Kuwait.

= «Bawh Al-Bawadi» by Nasser Kara-
mani, Kuwait.

m «Reaching the Harbors of Poetry
through the First Poetry Collec-
tion» by Faisal Al-Saad.

m «Owner of Parallel Personalities»
by Igbal Al-Gharballi, Kuwait.

«Bawh Al-Bawadi: Between Ro-
mantic Glow and Interaction with
the Masterpieces», by Rawdha Ab-
dellawi, Tunisia.

«Bawh Al-Bawadi: A New Poetry
Collection» by Hamouda Al-Sharif
Karim, Tunisia.

«Structure of the Poem in <Bawh
Al-Bawadi>» by Hamouda Al-Sharif
Karim, Tunisia.

«Encounter of Poetic Eyes» compiled by
Dr. Louiza Boulbars.

«Bawh Al-Bawadi: Sincere Emo-
tional Overflow» by Dr. Mohamed
Attazi Saud.

«The Temporal and Spatial Quotations in
«Bawh Al-Bawadi.»

«Poetic Reminiscence and Retrieval
in the Collection <Bawh Al-Bawadi,»
by Dr. Ahmed Al-Tareebiq, Moroc-
co: (Memory of Reading/Reading of
Memory - Statistical Sequence/Con-
trary Reading - Dialectics of Time
and Place), Pages 135 - 160.

«The Significance of Titles in the Collection
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“The result és nec-
ther severance nor
mudual excluscorn

éetwee/bﬁeﬂtqye
and modernization”

Dr. Zuhair Tawfiq

As for the theme of the “Prob-
lematic of the National State
Concept”, which is the second
part of Session 4, Dr. Abdulrah-
man Tenkoul spoke on behalf
of Dr. Juan Pedro, who was un-
able to attend. He began with the
important question: Why is Al-
Andalus considered a historical
model of cultural integration?

He stated: “In this article, it is not
our objective to study the socio-po-
litical and religious aspects of what
happened in the societies living in
al-Andalus since 711. However, it
is our interest to see whether what
al-Andalus really represented was
a model of intellectual and cultural
integration in general, more than a
model of social integration, where
the most powerful tool was the Ara-
bic language. This tool is what made
communication, the exchange of
ideas and understanding between
intellectuals possible, which in turn
allowed the construction of a culture
of unparalleled prestige in the Mid-
dle Ages.”

He also mentioned: “In a world

of continuous progress and over-
whelming materialism, we have
renounced the best that human
beings can offer: understanding,
comprehension, collaboration,
and the desire to help the others
regardless of where they come
from, who they are, or what they
believe in. The intellectuals of al-
Andalus knew how to find the bal-
ance which confers solid morals
and ethics because they knew how
to listen and how to understand the
other.”

He added: “The example of the intel-
lectuals of al-Andalus can help us all
to respect each other, to understand
each other and to fight against the in-
justices that surround so many people
who suffer day after day. The example
of al-Andalus will also help culture
to take the place that is now, unfor-
tunately, occupied by brute force and
unreason. This is probably the lesson
we have not yet learned.”

Within Session 4, Dr. Abdelilah
Belkziz addressed the issue of
the “Problematic of the National
State Concept”. He stated: “The
research paper addresses the issue
of the nation-state within theoreti-
cal (political philosophy), histori-
cal (cumulative development), and
political (realistic possibilities and
obstacles) dimensions: the theory
of the Modern State crystallized
in political philosophy during the
17th and 18th centuries in Europe-
an thought, starting with the con-
cept of the social contract advocat-
ed by contract theorists (Hobbes,
Locke, Spinoza, Rousseau, etc.).
Therefore, it was essential to ex-
amine its theoretical context and

Dr. Abdelilah Belkziz

elucidate its distinctive features
that set it apart from the patterns
of earlier states. Simultaneously,
it was necessary to take a look at
the reviews of political philosophy
regarding state theory in the con-
text of its historical transforma-
tions, especially after the French
Revolution and the rise of Nazism.
Because the model of the state did
not exist fully formed and ready
from the moment of its inception,
it was necessary to trace the evolu-
tion of this new international state
model. This involves exploring the
developments, institutions, rela-
tionships, and new content that it
acquired.”

He added: “ The research paper
attempted to trace moments of
contemporary Arab awareness of
the nation-state since the nine-
teenth-century reformers, as well
as to observe the policies of Arab
political modernization and their
efforts to develop the process of
progress towards building a model
of this nation-state. The emphasis
was placed on the challenges and
objective difficulties facing this
endeavor primarily, without under-
mining the legitimacy of the conti-
nuity of this effort.”
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Dr. Karsten Xuereb

contributor to peace and cultural
development. Part 5 sets out a se-
ries of recommendations, conclud-
ing thoughts and reflections with
which to sustain further positive
research and practice in the Medi-
terranean region.”

Dr. Xuereb concluded his presen-
tation by offering a series of reflec-
tions and proposing a set of recom-
mendations that could support op-
timal research and guide practice
in the field of Mediterranean dia-
logue and cultural development.

Dr. Zuhair Tawfiq from Jordan,
also addressed the theme of the

Dr. Gordon Sammut

Dr. Abdulrahman Tenkoul

Dialectics of Heritage and Mod-
ernization, stating: “The problem-
atic of heritage and modernity,
or modernization, takes various
forms, such as authenticity and
contemporaneity, self and the
other, or Islam and the West, the
most crucial topics in modern and
contemporary Arab thought with
their complexities or the thought
of the Arab Renaissance with the
Arab civilizational project. The
problematic arises from the du-
ality of the West - the source of
modernity - which confronted the
Arabs on two contradictory fronts:
modernization and renewal on one
side, and colonization and impe-
rialism on the other. On the other
hand, heritage carries two differ-
ent aspects or functions: the first
is emotional-ideological, aiming
to reinforce willpower and rely
on the glorious real and imaginary
history of the Arabs to compensate
for current setbacks. The second
is cognitive, involving drawing
inspiration from the literary, intel-
lectual, scientific, and artistic val-
ues of the living heritage - or what
is perceived as the living heritage
- and integrating it with universal
modernity.”

Dr. Zuhair Tawfiq

He also stated: “Here, the dilemma
is intricate and complex. The heri-
tage necessary for mobilization
and instigation in the ideological
battle differs from the intellectual
heritage essential for dialogue
with modernity or reconciling with
Western modernization. The for-
mer targets fragmentation, while
the latter aims at dialogue. The
self does not possess the ability to
achieve this without the other, who
manifests in a manner compat-
ible with its interests and values.
The result, in my humble opinion,
is neither severance nor mutual
exclusion between heritage and
modernization but rather continu-
ity and communication under the
conditions and criteria of critical
reasoning and objective rational-
ity, not situational or resigned rea-
soning. It’s the kind of reasoning
that upholds the rights of both par-
ties in the new compound, with the
greater share and priority given to
those who address the questions of
reality in the present and future,
meeting the intellectual and mate-
rial aspirations of the Arab.”
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Session 4: Peace and Cultural Development

On the same day, Session 4, titled
“Peace and Cultural Development,”
and focusing on “The Dialectics of
Heritage and Modernization” was
held. Dr. Hisham Azmi, the session
chair, welcomed and introduced the
researchers. The first researcher, Dr.
Karsten Xuereb from Malta, began
his presentation stating “This paper
addresses the dialectics of heritage
and modernization by providing an
analysis of key tensions inherent to
the relationship between these two
expressions of humanity. It does this
to highlight the historical context of
the diverse ways in which writers,
historians and critics have perceived
this dynamic. This assessment pro-
vides the reader with ample tools
with which to understand significant
developments that are pertinent to
peace and cultural development in
the Mediterranean region.”

He also stated: “The first half of
the text refers to a variety of per-
spectives provided by different

Peace and Cultural Development
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Dr. Abdelilah Belkziz - Morocco
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writers across various geographi-
cal spaces and periods. The second
half grounds these observations
in an assessment of current prac-
tice in the field of intercultural
dialogue and virtuous cultural and
economic development. The Med-
iterranean provides the context for
discussion and enables the elabora-
tion of a set of conclusions and re-
flections that aim to inspire further
research and positive practice in
the field of peace and cultural de-
velopment. In the first section, Part
1 addresses aspects of moderniza-
tion that shape our understanding
of heritage. It does so with refer-
ence to examples of both Eastern
and European twentieth-century
thought. Part 2 confronts issues
at the root of cultural conflict and
gaps in understanding within the
framework of important scholar-
ship, especially that of lain Cham-
bers, assessing significant devel-

Session Modera
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Dr. Hisham Azmi, the Session Chair

opments in Mediterranean history.
Part 3 refers to a set of theoretical
frameworks related to Fernand
Braudel and spanning the East and
West of the Mediterranean, as in
the work of Taha Hussein. In the
second section, Part 4 considers a
particular example of best practice
that may act as inspiration in ad-
dressing challenges arising from
the tensions between heritage and
modernization with an impact on
further intercultural dialogue as a

gisall :dualall gueti)
tor: Dr. Hisham Azmi - Egypt
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Dr. Anasse Bouhlal

highlights the fact that the success of
development programs depends on
the social representations of their ef-
fectiveness in the context in which
they are implemented, that these social
representations may differ from those
circulated in the original cultural con-
text in which the program was devel-
oped, that contrasting representations
do not necessarily mean knowledge
of one and ignorance of the other, and
that success in development programs
requires unpacking the cultural prac-
tices it targets within their own cul-
tural right. This essentially requires
an effort to understand the source of
misunderstandings and address them
through genuine dialogue rather than
persuasion or other forms of influ-
CNCER

He continued: “I propose the PASS
method for intergroup engagement that
we specifically developed to investi-
gate asymmetries between the Arab
community and other groups, due to
a convergence of concerns surround-
ing the Arab community in particular.
The PASS model relies on the study
of projects, the ecological arguments
that sustain them in applied settings,
the scaling of diverse preferences for
action, and the survey of distributions

Dr. Gilda Hoxha
of opinion in this regard. Whilst both
Maltese and Arab respondents typi-
cally favoured integration between the
two groups, our studies revealed that
they did so for different reasons.”

He concluded: “For development ini-
tiatives to succeed, changing practices
and habits need to be aligned with the
prevalent cultural sense of the target
community in its own right.”

In the same topic,” Dr. Anasse
Bouhlal from Finland stated: “The
Culture of Peace concept has been
evolving within the United Nations
system and its affiliated entities, such
as the UNESCO, since it was first de-
scribed in Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast,
in 1989. It calls for transforming and
developing alternatives to the values,
attitudes, and behaviors necessary
and sufficient for the preparation and
elaboration of a culture of war and vio-
lence: the concept of power as force,
the image of the enemy deprived of
the same rights as you, the authoritar-
ian social structure, secrecy, and arma-
ment. In its declaration and action plan
on the culture of peace, the United Na-
tions has called for a global movement
for a culture of peace.”

He continued: “The culture of peace

1s defined as a set of values, attitudes,
modes of behavior, and ways of life
that reject violence and aim to pre-
vent conflicts by tackling their root
causes through dialogue and negotia-
tion between individuals, groups, and
nations.”

He further mentioned: “The UN Dec-
laration and Programme of Action was
adopted by UN General Assembly
on September 13, 1999. It is the fun-
damental document of the culture of
peace, and one of the greatest docu-
ments ever produced by the United
Nations, on a par with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, as it
spells out in concrete terms how the
United Nations can achieve its origi-
nal purpose, which is to abolish war.”

He also added: “UNESCO’s approach
to educating for peace is multidimen-
sional, in that it links education with
a range of activities that address the
root causes of violence, from human
security to sustainable development
(SDGs). The goal of UNESCO’s edu-
cation programs and partnerships is
the development of comprehensive
systems of education that embrace the
values of human rights, intercultural
understanding, and tolerance.”

et

Dr. Gilda Hoxha
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Dr. Gordon Sammut

from two sources. The first is the di-
versity that distinguishes all human
societies without exception, whether
in terms of gender, age, health, social,
economic, and, of course, cultural as-
pects. The second is that full citizen-
ship is a right for all citizens without
exception, regardless of their differ-
ences. Within this framework, the re-
search analyzes some of the problem-
atic issues surrounding the discourse
on diversity and citizenship, such as
the relationship between diversity and
pluralism, the increasing phenomenon
of migration, and the need to balance
between openness to it and preserv-
ing the value system of migrant coun-
tries.”
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Dr. Nahla Mahmoud

Dr. Nahla Mahmoud added: “The sec-
ond section is applied, and its essence
lies in the cultural inclusion approach-
es of marginalized groups, which tran-
sition us from diversity to equity and
from equity to inclusion. These ap-
proaches are, respectively, the cultural
approach, the legislative/executive
approach, and the training approach.
When discussing each of these three
approaches, the research begins by re-
viewing the global situation, affirming
that the need for inclusion transcends
political boundaries and is not lim-
ited to a specific region or geographic
area.”

In the second part of the session focus-

Ol

ing on “Directing Development Pro-
grams (Health, Education, and Urban
Development),” Dr. Gordon Sammut
from Malta addressed the audience,
stating: “Many development projects
represent well-meaning initiatives as-
pired to achieve positive outcomes for
their intended beneficiaries. However,
within development programs, we
also find that cultural variables mean
that what works for the goose may not
necessarily work for the gander. This
implies that it is essential to recognize
that interventions that work well in one
place may not function with the same
level of effectiveness elsewhere due
to intervening contextual variables.
Consequently, some development pro-
grams, which export implementation
strategies designed in other countries,
risk failure due to the incorrect under-
standing of some key elements.”

He further stated: “Social scientific
inquiry has the potential to avoid cul-
tural translation issues by examining
the cultural legitimacy of develop-
ment programs themselves. We rely
on public health programs to illustrate
the context-sensitive nature of public
health and the obstacles it faces. This

A screenshot from Session three on Peace and Social Development
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. Researchers discuss the importance of Peace in fostering
> socialand cultural developmentandits elevationwithin society.

Be=fl ® The theme of “Ensuring Integration and Participation of Women, Youth, and Minorities into

the Development Process” dominated the discussions of the first part of third session on

iall “Peace and Social Development”.

e As for the second part of Session 3, it focused on Directing Development Programmes
(Health, Education, and Urban Development).

¢ In the fourth session titled “Peace and Cultural Development,” the topic of the “Dialectics of
Heritage and Modernization” took precedence in the first part of the session, while in the second
part, the discussion revolved around the “Problematic of the National State Concept.”

‘Reported by Ahmed Fat’hi

Session 3: Peace and Social Development

The session was chaired by
Dr. Rashid Al-Hamad. En-
suring Integration and Par-
ticipation (Women, Youth,
and Minorities) was dis-
cussed by Dr. Gilda Hoxha
from Albania, who began
by stating: “The paper is or-
ganised in three main parts.
The first, focused on theo-
retical approaches that in-
tegrates women, youth and
minorities in the process of
development. Thus, inter-
sectionality reveals how the
interaction of multiple fac-
tors of discrimination gen-
erates interconnected forms
of vulnerability. It helps to
recognize how a ‘matrix of
domination’ constituted not
only by sexism, but also by
racism, xenophobia, coloni-
ality, nationalism, and able-
ism makes the experience
of discrimination different
depending on individual and
collective social positions.”
She added: “Diversity has

become a buzzword to de-
scribe social heterogeneity
without making explicit the
unequal distribution of pow-
er that originates exclusion
or discrimination.”

She also stated: “The second
part deals with an overview
of the legal approaches based
on international conven-
tions and European Union
treaty. The European Union
is based on the rule of law.
This means that every action
taken by the EU is founded
on treaties that have been
approved voluntarily and
democratically by all Mem-
ber States. The most impor-
tant ones are, - Articles 2 and
3 of the founding Treaty on
European Union (TEU), Ar-
ticles 21 and 23 of the Char-
ter of Fundamental Rights
and Article 8 of the Treaty
on the Functioning of the
European Union (TFEU) call
for equality between women
and men. The 2020-2025

gender equality strategy sets
out policy objectives and ac-
tions towards a gender-equal
Europe where ‘women and
men, girls and boys in all
their diversity, are free to
pursue their chosen path of
life, have equal opportunities
to thrive and equally partici-
pate in and lead our Europe-

9 %)

an society’.

Dr. Hoxha added: “The third
part is related to Albania and
its intersectionality perspec-
tive. Following the 2030 UN
Youth Strategy - in which,
the human rights of every
young person are realized,
every young person is em-
powered to reach their full
potential, and which recog-
nizes the capacity, resilience
and positive contribution of
youth as agents of change
- Albania lately has estab-
lished the National Youth
Strategy ensuring fulfillment
of SDG 3 - Good health and
wellbeing - ensuring healthy

\DrA Rashid Al-Hamad, Se:sion Moderator

lives and promoting well-
being of youth, particularly
under the circumstances of
living through a pandemic
such as COVID-19.”

Then Dr. Nahla Mahmoud
reviewed the paper of
Dr. Nevine Mossaad, who
couldn’t attend, in which it
was stated: “This research is
divided into two main sec-
tions. The first is theoretical,
and its essence lies in the fact
that the need to include all
marginalized groups stems
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JUST PEACE... DESERVES COURAGE AND EFFORT

My late uncle, Abdulaziz Albabtain (may he
rest in peace) was determined to hold the Third
World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace in 9
Cairo. His determination increased as the cries
of destructive wars intensified, hoping that the
voice calling for peace would find its way to the
minds of decision-makers in this world.

After the passing of my uncle (may he rest in
peace) - following a long journey in the pursuit
of his Arab identity and the just causes of the
nation on all fronts - his sons were determined f
to continue the journey and move forward. They :
aimed to fulfill the aspirations of this great man
who carried the burdens of his nation culturally
and politically. All of them were resolute in
achieving the best results in this Forum, which
is attended by heads of states, politicians,
intellectuals, and journalists who share our concerns about issues of just
peace and development, intricately connected to the fabric of peace and
its components.

Secretary-General

We are all confident that the spirit of my late uncle Abdulaziz Albabtain
surrounds us, observes us, and follows our work and what we do with his
significant cultural legacy, for which he dedicated his thought, efforts,
resources, and time, until the construction of his towering Foundation and
his pioneering cultural project were firmly establishment. We pledge that
we will remain vigilant custodians of his legacy, loyal to his principles
with determination, resolve, and sincerity.

In conclusion, I extend my sincere greetings to all the distinguished
guests of the Foundation who responded to the invitation and joined us
from various corners, dreaming with us of a world where the dust of wars
does not cloud its serenity, and where the hearts of its inhabitants are free
from animosities. A world governed by love, brotherhood, and peace.
This is the vision that uncle Abdulaziz Albabtain cherished, dedicating
his resources to realize it.

To our dear Egypt, both its leadership and people, I extend all thanks,
appreciation, and respect for their care, hospitality, and affection in
hosting us and our distinguished guests.

h
Abdulrahman Khaled Albabtain
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The former Turkish President Abdullah Giil engages in conversation with Dr. Mr. Saud Albabtain reviews the programme of the 3rd World Forum of the
Amr Moussa and Dr. Reda Hegazy, Egyptian Minister of Education Culture of Just Peace
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Mr. Saud Abdulaziz Albabtain among the esteemed attendees of the Forum A distinguished guest at the event makes an intervention to one of the speakers
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