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Dr. Tahir Hadjar

In the early 1990s, Dr. Othman
Badri, the late professor at the Uni-
versity of Algiers, contacted me. At
that time, I was the head of the Ar-
abic Language and Literature De-
partment. He introduced me to our
esteemed brother, Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, may he rest in peace,
and informed me about the Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain Prize for Po-
etic Creativity. He also shared his
significant project, the “Albabtain
Encyclopaedia of Arab Poets,»
spanning all ages. This marked the
beginning of my relationship with
the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.
I collaborated with the Foundation
to organize competitions in the
department for memorizing and
appreciating Arabic poetry, learn-
ing poetic meters, and assisting in
collecting various materials about
contemporary Algerian poets.

Then, the Foundation organized
the Abu Firas Al-Hamdani and Emir
Abdelkader Al-Jazairi Poetry Ses-
sion in Algiers from October 31 to
November 3, 2000, under the aus-
pices of His Excellency President

Abdufaziz Albabtain: Enduring Humanitarian Legacy

Abdelaziz Bouteflika. This event
was conducted in collaboration and
coordination with the Ministry of
Communication, Culture, and the
Algerian Writers’ Union at that time.
The University of Algiers, with its
professors and students, played a
significant role in this session.

In the year 2004, it was decided
to award Professor Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain an honorary doctorate
by the University of Algiers in a
grand ceremony attended by the
Minister of Culture and prominent
Algerian thinkers and intellectuals.
This event was a significant schol-
arly and intellectual achievement,
widely covered by the media at the
time, praising the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain.

Starting from the year 2000, the
Foundation extended invitations to
me to attend all the events it orga-
nized in various parts of the world.

In 2008, I had the honor of join-
ing the Board of Trustees of the
Foundation, and I have remained a
member to this day.

Throughout all these years, I got
to know the late Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, and I learned about his
contributions in various fields, es-
pecially in the cultural and scien-
tific domains. He dedicated himself
to promoting a culture of peace,
firmly believing in it. All his activi-
ties, including those related to Ara-
bic poetry, were directed towards
the significant goal of fostering un-
derstanding between civilizations,
encouraging interfaith and inter-
cultural dialogue, and presenting
diverse proposals to disseminate
a culture of peace through educa-
tion for future generations. His ef-
forts aimed to instill values of love,

brotherhood, tolerance, and peace-
ful coexistence among different
peoples and nations.

The efforts undertaken by the
Foundation, under the leadership of
the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
in the fields of peace, the promo-
tion of Arab and Islamic culture,
are monumental and surpass what
even countries can achieve. These
efforts extended over many years,
encompassing continents and nu-
merous countries, with various
programs and extensive activities.

What can be said here is that
the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
was one of the few men whose time
comes every now and then, as he
dedicated his entire life to a time-
less message. He exerted maximum
effort, sparing neither his time nor
his wealth, to achieve the dream that
lingered with him throughout his life.
Thankfully, he realized his dream or
major dreams during his lifetime.
He completed the Encyclopaedia of
Arab Poets across the Ages, estab-
lished a poetry prize in regular cycles
that will endure forever, and founded
the World Peace Forum, along with
countless other accomplishments that
will be credited to him in the balance
of good deeds, God willing.

No matter how hard I try to
highlight the great achievements
of the esteemed Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain in various fields, words
cannot do justice to it. It is enough
of an honor that his name will for-
ever be associated with the great
accomplishments he achieved in
the fields of culture, science, me-
dia, peace, and diverse charitable
endeavors.
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Albabtai

Today, we remember with heavy
hearts, but also with profound
gratitude, as we reflect on the ex-
traordinary life and legacy of Mr.
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain (may he
rest in peace). His passing leaves a
void in our hearts, but his enduring
contributions to Culture for Peace
will forever illuminate our path to-
ward a more harmonious world.

Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
(may he rest in peace) dedicated
his life to a noble cause — the pur-
suit of peace through cultural un-
derstanding. His vision was one
that recognized the transforma-
tive power of culture in bridging
divides and fostering connections
between countries and nations. In
a world often marred by conflicts,
his contribution stood as a beacon
of hope, tirelessly advocating for
dialogue, tolerance, and unity.

Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Chair
for a Just Peace in the Mediterranean
University of Albania, is actively
serving this noble cause and legacy,
because we believe in the ability of
culture to transcend boundaries and
promote a shared humanity. This leg-
acy challenges us to embrace diver-
sity, to engage in open dialogue, and
to build bridges of understanding.

Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Chair

for a Just Peace in the Mediterra-
nean University of Albania has the
privilege to emphasize the role of
education in nurturing a culture of
tolerance and understanding. Edu-
cational programs, we are using in
the university in cooperation and
the valuable support of Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain Cultural Founda-
tion, promote cultural literacy,
teach and share the histories, tradi-
tions, and perspectives of different
cultures are contributing to break-
ing down stereotypes and fostering
a sense of interconnectedness.

Through the activities we organized,
during more than one year, confer-
ences, meeting, with professors and
students and ambassador of Arab
countries, as well Arab culture day
in the Mediterranean University, we
become a leader institution to pro-
mote culture of peace and the just
peace in Albania and beyond.

The translation of the book of Ab-
dulaziz Saud Albabtain, “Contem-
plation for Peace”, in Albanian lan-
guage is a stable and mileage stone
for a future and long-term coop-
eration with the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation in
the unique and noble cause of the
Culture for Peace.

We can honor Abdulaziz Saud Al-

RS TN

h: A Beacon of Hope in a World Plagued by Conflicts

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Arben P. Cici
Director of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Chair
for Just Peace
Mediterranean University of Albania
babtain by actively participating
in the Culture for Peace initiatives
he championed. By embodying
his values, we carry forward his
vision, ensuring that the seeds he
planted continue to blossom into
a world where peace is not just an

aspiration but a shared reality.

In Abdulaziz’s memory, let us stand
together, inspired by his unwavering
commitment to a more peaceful and
interconnected world. As we navigate
the path ahead, may we be guided by
his teachings, and may our collective
efforts be a testament to the enduring
legacy of a man who dedicated his
life to Culture for Peace.

The First World Forum for the Culture of Peace
Peace Education for the Protection of Cultural Heritage

m Published in 2019.

m  The book is of medium size with (152) pages.

m  The book encompasses the events of the First World Forum
for the Culture of Peace held at the ICJ - Peace Palace in The
Hague, Kingdom of the Netherlands, on June 13, 2019.

m It also includes the Forum’s recommendations endorsed
by participants, including heads of state, ministers, and
reépresentatives of international organizations.

m  The book has been translated into English and released as an
independent publication in the same year.
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Oxford
Remembers
Abdulaziz Saud

Albabtain

Dr. Eugene Rogan

Professor of Modern Middle Eastern
History - University of Oxford

I first met Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
in Brussels in November 2013
when his foundation convened a
major conference in the European
parliament to launch a Euro-Arab
dialogue. It was a high-powered
event with leading Arab and
European political figures, journalists,
intellectuals, and academics gathering
from around the world. On this
occasion, the Foundation chose to
honour my friend and colleague
the Oxford Professor Avi Shlaim
by awarding him the Foundation of
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain’s Prize for
his work and contributions ‘aimed at
denouncing violence and spreading
peace worldwide.” 1 so admired
Mr Albabtain for singling out Avi
Shlaim, a leading Israeli historian
and advocate for Palestinian national
rights, for this prestigious honour and
felt privileged to have been invited to
witness the award.

Mr Albabtain followed this first meeting
by suggesting that the next conference
of the Albabtain foundation be held in
Oxford, and that the next honor and of the
Albabtain Prize should be the renowned
linguist and public intellectual Noam
Chomsky. Working together with the
Foundation Secretariat, in partnership
with the United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations, we welcomed a global
cast to Oxford in October 2015 for the
fifteenth conference of Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation. As ever,
the professionalism of the Albabtain
secretariat, and the generosity of Mr
Albabtain and his Foundation, led to a
most remarkable meeting that set a new
standard for Oxford conferences.

When Noam Chomsky was obliged to
defer his visit to receive the Albabtain
Prize, we enjoyed another opportunity
to welcome Mr Albabtain and his family
to Oxford, in June 2016, when Professor
Chomsky came to receive his prize and
give a public lecture at Oxford’s Middle
East Centre. On that occasion, we
planted a chestnut tree in honour of the
efforts by the Amir of Kuwait and his
government to promote global peace.
Mr Albabtain took particular pleasure in
planting what he always referred to as
‘the Tree of Peace’ (shajarat al-salam).

The Third World (%I'llll(lﬁ;‘l‘ the Gulture ((/ym'l Peace “Sust Seace for Development”

Following his 2016 visit to Oxford, Mr
Albabtain offered his support to re-endow
the ancient Laudian Professorship of
Arabic, a seventeenth-century chair that
is one of the oldest in Europe to support
the teaching of Arabic. As a poet himself,
and a philanthropist who believed in the
power of language to foster a dialogue
of civilization, Mr Albabtain responded
to the opportunity to re-establish the
Laudian Chair with enthusiasm. Through
his remarkable generosity, with matching
funds from the University of Oxford, Mr
Albabtain was able to fully restore the
endowment to preserve the chair, now
renamed the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
Laudian Professorship in honour of the
two historic founders of the chair. It
was one of the most generous gifts ever
received by the Faculty of Oriental
Studies. Mr Albabtain made one final
visit to Oxford when he was inducted
into Oxford’s Chancellor’s Court of
Benefactors, and attended a ceremony
in the Oriental Institute celebrating the
Albabtain Laudian Chair.

Over the intervening years, I took
every opportunity to benefit from
the friendship and wisdom of Abu
Saud. I visited him in Kuwait, saw
the library he built, admired his
commitment to promoting Arabic
poetics and literature. [ met with
his brothers and nephews in Riyadh
where 1 admired the work they too
undertake to preserve Arabic books
and publications. 1 continued to
attend the meetings organized by
his Foundations, in the Hague and
in Malta, as the bonds of friendship
forged over a decade grew ever deeper.
I know of no other intellectual, poet
and philanthropist to match Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain for the impact he
had in education, supporting tens of
thousands of scholarship students,
and in promoting Arabic poetics and
literature by supporting chairs in Italy,
Spain, and the Netherlands in addition
to Oxford, and in fostering dialogue
and peace. A global citizen, he was
also a proud and dedicated Kuwaiti
who loved his homeland. The world
was truly enriched by his presence and
has lost by his absence.
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m Dr. Ahmed Al-Harishi

The Kuwaiti literary figure Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain is a creative Arab
personality with hands extended to
support Arab creativity and the Ara-
bic language, both in texts and char-
acters. From the ocean to the Gulf,
his nurturing hands, filled with love,
were blessed by God with a broad
vision to support creativity, culture,
production, documentation, publi-
cation, dissemination, and educa-
tion. He emphasized that cultured
wealth triumphs for the entire nation
and turns individual initiative into a
means of rescuing an entire civili-
zation from its constraints. Such an
initiative transforms its owner into
an icon that competes with official
institutions and immortalizes its own-
er’s mark on the stone of eternity. It
suffices that he raised his children to
carry forward his mission to the very
last breath.

m Abdullah Al-Failakawi

The poet Dr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain, this generous and noble man,
dedicated himself and his wealth to
the Arabic language and authentic
Arabic poetry. Numerous talents did
he nurture and pave the way for, and
numerous students of knowledge
learned Arabic in his foundation or
through its scholarships? Abu Saud,
the star of the poetic scene, without
any personal gain or desire for posi-
tions, and with no proximity to au-
thorities, solely driven by his love for
the Arabic language and poetry, and
his commitment to serving the heri-
tage and traditions of the nation.

Aaref Al-Saadi

u Rawdha Al-Hajj

The Arab cultural scene has lost one of its
great icons, and the cultured and pioneer-
ing Kuwait of Arabism and Islam has lost a
prominent figure of its distinguished sons,
poet, writer, and businessman Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain. Throughout his rich life
filled with achievements, he remained loyal
to his language, proud of his Arab identity
and culture, dedicating himself to poetry
and literature in a way that few in the busi-
ness world have done. He established Al-
babtain Library, which stands as one of the
significant cultural landmarks in Kuwait,
and founded the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
Prize for Arabic Poetry, adding to the list of
prestigious awards with both material and
moral value. He also published several po-
etry collections, and one of his poems won
the Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal Award for the
Best Sung Poetry last year.

m Walid Al-Sarraf

It is rare for an individual to pass away,
causing the Arabic poetry to mourne him,
and for the seas of verse to cease their
production for three days in sorrow for
him. One of these rare was the poet Ab-
dulaziz Albabtain, the author of Albabtain
Encyclopaedia, who employed his wealth
to establish literary forums, print books,
conduct competitions, and launch Al-
Bawadi TV channel, to only serve Arabic
poetry and raising awareness of its impor-
tance. His Foundation stands as evidence
that the world is still in good hands, free
from ulterior motives or ideologies. I per-
sonally witnessed his nobility.

m Lebanese artist: Walaa Al Jundi

The poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain was a
man that history cannot replicate. He spent
his life in the pursuit of giving in all its
forms, never withholding his generosity,
the echoes of which reached every corner
of the earth without exception.

m Dr. Saleh Al-Kharousi

The late Abdulaziz Albabtain had exten-
sive and diverse connections with intel-
lectuals and poets across the Arab world,
including poets and writers from Oman.
He was keen on tracing the Omani po-
etic output throughout the ages through
the Encyclopedia of Arabic Poetry,
for which he enlisted the contribution
of prominent scholars specializing in
Arabic language and literature, includ-
ing Dr. Mohsen bin Hamoud Al-Kindi,
Professor of Arabic Literature at Sultan
Qaboos University.

Abdullah Al-Failakawi

® Dr. Saud Mohammed Al-Asfour

The personality of Abdulaziz Albabtain was
unique in its contributions, both regionally
and globally. His ambitions were vast, pro-
pelling him to become one of the prominent
figures in Arab culture, often referred to as a
beacon. Additionally, he held a distinguished
position in global culture, earning several
honorary doctorates from prestigious univer-
sities, including Kuwait University.

Walid Al-Sarraf

m Dr. Mohamed El Sayed Ismail

Abdulaziz Albabtain dedicated his life
and wealth to the service of Arabic po-
etry, firmly believing in the significant
role of the Arabic language. Conse-
quently, it was inevitable for this poet,
proud of his Arab identity, to realize his
dream of establishing a cultural foun-
dation that uplifts Arab culture through
various activities and branches out into
centers that give generous awards to
honor creators from different regions.
It has also expanded its reach by com-
piling an encyclopaedia for poets and
translating books into Arabic, covering
knowledge domains that keep pace with
the advancements of the era.

gt
Mohammed Abu Ali
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m Dr. Faleh bin Taflah

Since my early days, I cannot forget
the virtues of the great poet Abdu-
laziz Albabtain. This remarkable
man was a tremendous support for

L _me in my early days in poetry and

- literature, whether through par-

~! ticipation in major poetry festivals,

scientific sessions, or television

~\programs. He was indeed a great

1 supporter of the youth and will re-
main immortal as long as poetry,
literature, nobility, and chivalry en-
dure.

m Abdulrahman Al-Tawil

May Allah have mercy on the Ku-
waiti prominent poet and business-
man Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, who
has established good traditions in
nurturing poetry, honoring its people
with awards, publications, and ency-
clopaedias of poets. His established
traditions have been followed by
institutions and nations, creating an
undeniable impact.»

m Hussam Al-Battat

The poet Abdulaziz Albabtain was pas-
sionate about the Arabic language, a
lover of beauty and creativity... Today,
he departs from our world, leaving be-
hind a legacy of generosity and an un-
forgettable memory.

m Mohamed Taha Al-Othman

Abdulaziz ~ Albabtain  dedicated
his life, wealth, and institutions to
serve Arabic poetry and language.
I admired his enthusiasm in the late
eighties when he was always pres-
ent at all festival seminars months
in advance, engaging in critical dis-
cussions and poetic ones. May Allah
have mercy on him. He held a stance
on our Arab issues and served them.
The Albabtain Foundation, under his
great name, will remain an irreplace-
able foundation.

m Dr. Yusuf Waghlesi

Farewell, the “Nobel of the Arabs”:
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain. To the
gardens of bliss, O one who dedicated
half of his life as a poet, an advocate
for poets, and a supporter of Arabic
poetry throughout its long history.
You established a remarkable cultural
haven for Arabic poetry and a unique
foundation that continues to enrich
Arabic poetry since 1989 with the fin-
est collections, encyclopaedias, and
prestigious awards. Peace be upon Al-
babtain in the eternal realms!

m Dr. Abdulrazzaq Alderbas

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, a poet un-
like other poets... he is the patron of po-
etry and poets. He gave to Arab poetry
and its people from his personal wealth,
effort, and lifetime what governments
and countries did not provide. His com-
pass always points towards goodness,
and his Arab and Islamic stance is clear
without any ambiguity. His loyalty to
his country, Kuwait, is greater than any-
one can testify.»

m Ahmed Al-Jahmi

Kuwaiti poet Abdulaziz Albabtain
passed away after initiating a pioneer-
ing cultural revolution at the interna-
tional level. May Allah have mercy on
him with the mercy of the righteous
and honor his resting place.

Nour Al-Huda Badis

Saud Al-Sanousi

m Yousri Hassaan

I bear witness that the late Kuwaiti
poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain was
a respectful man and a supporter of
Arab culture. He provided numer-
ous essential services to it. He was
a lover of goodness and an active
participant. His foundation invited
me to attend more than one poetic
event, and I respected his humility
and simplicity in those occasions.
May Allah have mercy on him and
grant him a place in the spacious
gardens.

m Lamea Al-Mohammad

The Arab world has lost one of its
finest men, the great man, Professor
and Poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.
A man of poetry, culture, goodness,
generosity, and beauty. To God, we
belong, and to Him, we shall return.
May God magnify his reward and
grant patience and solace to his
family and loved ones.»

Dr. Faleh bin Taflah

m Heba El-Fiqi

Few are those who believe in the
importance of words, dedicate
themselves to them, serve their
people through them, and can leave
a prominent mark on the map of
Arab culture. The great poet Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain is one of the
few. He made a significant effort in
the service of literature and culture,
and through the Albabtain Cultural
Foundation, he earned a high place
in the hearts of those devoted to lan-
guage and poetry.
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m Mohammed Abu Ali

The purest and most refined devot-
ed lover of Arabic, Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, has passed away. Indeed,
this noble soul exerted unparalleled
efforts in caring for the Arabic lan-
guage, efforts that surpass the capa-
bilities of even the largest cultural
institutions in our Arab world. Un-
questionably, he stands as the prime
minister of Arab culture. His works
in the service of the Arabic language
will remain a perpetual testament of
goodness, mercy, ongoing charity,
and knowledge that benefits.

u Ahmed Mohamed Youssef

The poet and businessman Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain was a significant and
exceptional figure, in Kuwait and the
Arab world. He presented an unprec-
edented movement to the world, not
just in the Arabic language and po-
etry through massive international
festivals but also through his recent
expansion with UNESCO, organ-
izing international conferences in
European capitals for dialogue and
peace with elite opinion leaders, both
Arab and global. He has set a model
in the service of Arab culture and the
achievement of cultural diplomacy.

m Aseel Saqalawi

The passing of the Kuwaiti poet Ab-
dulaziz Albabtain is a significant loss
to the cultural scene. He was a man
of noble and honorable humanitarian
stances. May he rest in peace.

4

Sami Al Nisf

Dr. Ahmed Belboula

uDr. Ibrahim Al-Saafin

The prominent poet and business-
man Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
knew how to invest his money in
various charitable projects—educa-
tional, cultural, health, social, eco-
nomic, and humanitarian. For over
three decades, he established the
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Founda-
tion for Poetic Creativity and other
cultural institutions, leaving behind
a lasting legacy in every field.

m Mekki Hammami

The great Arab poet and exceptional
businessman, Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain, has departed from our world.
He was a staunch supporter of poetry
and poets, displaying profound love
for culture and intellectuals. Al-
babtain devoted his attention to cul-
ture, particularly poetry, evidenced
by awards, encyclopaedias, and vari-
ous publications. Known for his hu-
mility and gentle demeanor, he was
truly unique in his time, a singular
and distinct fabric in this regard.»

m Aaref Al-Saadi

The Kuwaiti poet Abdulaziz Al-
babtain was the first to break the
stereotype that “Arab money is
foolish, invested in everything ex-
cept culture”. That noble and gen-
erous man served Arab culture and
Arabic poetry for more than fifty
years with his personal and self-
driven efforts, establishing a colos-
sal cultural foundation.”

Dr. Ibrahim Al-Saafin

RS TN

m Nour Al-Huda Badis

I knew the noble poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain through numerous scientific and cul-
tural gatherings. He was a lover of poetry and
a patron of significant cultural projects, charac-
terized by great virtue and rare generosity. He
attended all scientific, poetic, and critical ses-
sions with remarkable attention, never missing
a session unless for a compelling reason. Our
consolation is that his creativity will never die,
and what he contributed to culture and poetry is
immeasurable. His good memory remains alive
among his loved ones and all who knew him.

m Dr. Ahmed Belboula

The poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain spent
his life in service to Arab culture, setting
an example of how a businessman can be
a benefactor to his nation, preserving its
heritage, and supporting its continuity. He
provided what no one else in our modern
era has offered to Arabic poetry. He com-
piled an encyclopaedia of contemporary
poets, resurrected the collections of poets
that were on the verge of being forgotten,
immortalizing their names in his various
gatherings. He traveled to world capitals,
seeking everything related to the Arabs
and their history, supporting researchers
in completing their studies. It is the duty
of every proud poet to eulogize this man,
and every Arab who cherishes his Arab
identity to mourn him. In him, one mourns
the awareness of the importance of the arts
for any nation that wishes to thrive and the
recognition of the civil society’s role in up-
lifting culture and education.

Farouk Gweida
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Writers, Poets, and Academics:

Albabtain A Transcendent Cultural Phenomenon

With words laden with pain and emotions wounded
by loss, numerous poets, writers, academics, and cre-
atives from around the world have documented words
mourning the great literary figure Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain. They eulogize his extensive journey filled
with contributions, dedication, and achievements.
They expressed that the late poet, through his efforts

and works, embodied a rare “cultural phenomenon”,
transcending borders and nations. He devoted him-
self and his resources to serving Arabic poetry, litera-
ture, and culture, spreading values of coexistence and
peace. They highlighted that Albabtain’s accomplish-
ments in cultural institutions for poetry and culture
surpass the efforts of cultural ministries and equate
to the endeavors of entire nations in creating an in-
fluential and boundary-defying cultural environment.

They noted that the late Albabtain assumed the re-
sponsibility of disseminating Arab culture worldwide
by establishing schools, colleges, and institutes in
various countries. Additionally, he funded and sup-
ported student scholarships and chairs of Arabic
studies in foreign universities. The following are ex-
cerpts from their reflections.

m Sami Al Nisf

Abdulaziz Albabtain’s charitable efforts
are equivalent to the efforts of an entire
state. He dedicated the work of his Founda-
tion to serve his homeland, Kuwait, turn-
ing it into a bridge for culture, intellectual
work, and literature, mending what politics
may disrupt among nations and peoples.
Notably, he recently took pride in support-
ing the expenses of the Kuwait Center for
Arab Studies in the Comoros Islands. The
center focuses on teaching the Arabic lan-
guage to ministers, judges, ambassadors,
and educators. Prior to that, he successfully
ensured the teaching of the Arabic lan-
guage in schools in the Andalusian region
of Spain. In this context, we feel that the
path of Abdulaziz Albabtain is a continua-
tion and completion of the path laid by the
early Arab pioneers, not through war or ag-
gression but through the approach of peace,
understanding, and intercultural dialogue.

m Farouk Gweida

Days ago, the Kuwaiti poet Abdulaziz Al-
babtain passed away, a prominent figure in the
cultural movement in Kuwait. He served Arab
culture in various fields, especially poetry,
when he published the Encyclopedia of Ara-
bic Poetry years ago. In this encyclopedia, he
compiled biographies and works of prominent
Arab poets from different time periods, pro-
viding a significant service to Arabic poetry.
He established one of the largest libraries in
the Arab world in Kuwait, collecting poetry
collections and heritage books. The Albabtain
Cultural Foundation organized an annual cul-
tural conference in an Arab or foreign capital
discussing cultural issues, including intercul-
tural dialogue, engaging with others, Arabic
language issues, and Arabic poetry. He dedi-
cated a considerable part of his wealth and life
to valuable services for Arab culture.

u Ashraf Qasim

A significant loss for Arab culture in
general and Arab poetry in particular
with the departure of the poet Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain, the founder of
the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural
Foundation. His significant role in
serving our Arab poetry and the causes
of our Arab nation cannot be denied ex-
cept by the ungrateful.

m Saud Al-Sanousi

May Allah have mercy on the
poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
and grant him His vast mercy.
The Albabtain Cultural Founda-
tion remains a lasting legacy and
a witness to the contributions and
journey of a man who, through his
initiatives, contributed to the Arab
cultural movement.»




Mr. Jearj-Christope as
emphasized the importance
of supporting the build-
ing of strong and effective
institutions in developing
countries.”

In the second part of the
same session, Ambassador
James Watt said: “Both
popular participation and
non-governmental institu-
tions can be classified as
essential aspects rooted
fundamentally in civil so-
ciety. But what do we mean
by civil society? How does
it flourish and where does
it fail? What benefits does
it bring, and what are its
limits? These questions
are the starting point for a
deep and authentic explo-
ration of the state’s role
regarding public and vol-
unteer activities, which
constitute the lifeblood of
communities and nations.
These activities are typi-
cally channeled through
recognized religious and
social institutions that have
a special relationship with
the state, simultaneously
providing positive social
benefits. Each culture and
society worldwide pro-
vides examples of the di-
verse forms that activities
within civil society may
take, with each form being
anatural outcome of specif-
ic local social conditions,
including those derived
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from memory, traditions,
and customs. At the same
time, civil society has the
ability to flexibly respond
to new demands placed
upon it. In these contexts,
civil society is considered
an embodiment of the cul-
ture itself.”

Dr. Mona Al-Maliki pre-
sented the topic “Acti-
vating the Role of Non-
Governmental Institutions
in Development,” stating:
“NGOs emerged as a result
of multiple transforma-
tions and changes, impos-
ing a new reality on the
contemporary world across
various aspects of social,
cultural, political, and eco-
nomic life. From advocat-
ing for democracy, pass-
ing through capitalism, to
reaching an unprecedented
revolution in human his-
tory represented by infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology, the term
‘non-governmental orga-
nization’ began to be used
with the establishment of
the UN in 1945.

This interest is evident in
international and regional
conferences where these or-
ganizations participate and
the impact they bring about.
This is reflected in dedi-
cating specific agendas to
them in various internation-
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al and regional programs,
such as the World Summit
for Social Development,
the Beijing Conference on
Women, and the United
Nations Conference on Hu-
man Settlements. Given the
political, economic, and
social transformations oc-
curring at the international,
regional, and local levels,
these societies cannot be
imagined without NGOs
playing a fundamental and
active role in development.
Therefore, supporting and
collaborating with these or-
ganizations is essential.”

Then, Dr. Mona Al-Maliki
presented the experience of
Arab non-profit voluntary
civil work and its forma-
tion, which was influenced
by the social, economic,
political, and cultural con-
ditions of Arab society
throughout its historical
trajectory. Many factors
were available that had a
clear impact on the orienta-
tions, goals, and the extent
of the role of work in dif-
ferent historical stages.

Then, she presented three
Arab experiences in this re-
gard: Morocco, Sudan, and
Saudi Arabia. Morocco sup-
ported its position to activate
this role through the con-
stitution and the law, while
Sudan worked on activating

b =
Amfb\assador James Watt
the participatory role be-
tween these NGOs. Saudi
Arabia appeared with a very
ambitious vision, aiming to
include the non-profit sector
as a target within the vision’s
objectives. It worked on de-
veloping strategies on how to
expand the number of non-
profit organizations so that
the impact of these organi-
zations reaches every citizen
and resident in Saudi Arabia.

The researcher arrived at
several recommendations,
including: striving to estab-
lish communication mecha-
nisms among these orga-
nizations, as well as with
countries and international
bodies, to create or facili-
tate channels of communi-
cation and consultation for
organizing conferences or
meetings and issuing bind-
ing recommendations to
governments to mitigate
the risks of wars, famines,
and illiteracy. Furthermore,
the exploration of financial
support sources for inter-
national NGOS is recom-
mended, aiming to facilitate
their activities, especially
in fields where support al-
location relies on costly
scientific research, such as
environmental protection,
and the creation of financial
sustainability opportunities
for such support.
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Session 2: Peace and Institutional Development

Colonel Dr. Myszka

-/ Guzkowska (UK) chaired
this session, during which

.. ,~Mr. Jean-Christophe Bas
SN ﬁtated: “This paper is built
: -on three assumptions. The

ican led world order is wan-
ing. The second assumption
indicates that we are wit-
nessing an accompanying
trend towards increasing
geopolitical bifurcation in
two distinct global political
ecologies: one under US su-
zerainty and the other under
the Chinese suzerainty.”

He added: “This research
does not assume the sec-
ond trend as inevitable,
but we assume it is likely
to occur without any posi-
tive intervention to ward it
off. To use a double meta-
phor, it can be said that the
ball is certainly in the court
of the key players, but it
is not theirs alone to play
with. Other players must

e~ gSllall gio dgiSall
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be engaged in this process,
and the EU must among
them. Therefore, the third
assumption  emphasizes
that if we have any hope
of containing the drift to-
wards a bipolar world, the
EU must, and allow me to
use one more metaphor,
“Step up to the plate.”

He continued: “This paper
investigates two core issues:
Firstly, at the strategic level,
it investigates the mindset of
the key players - the US and
China - towards this trend.
It is frustrating to argue that
the increasingly bipolar dy-
namic is driving the strate-
gies of both powers, and it
is unlikely to change in the
near future. Secondly, at an
applied policy level, the pa-
per identifies the core issue
areas where bifurcation oc-
curs, especially in the fields
of security, economy and
commerce, and technology.
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On the regional level, we
examine how the EU deals
with the bifurcation process,
studying its role as a series
of reactive and proactive re-
sponses to the challenges of
pending bi-polarity.”

Dr. Nahla Mahmoud
Ahmed presented her paper
titled “Development of Bu-
reaucratic Capabilities: The
Dialectics of Institution
Building and Achieving
Development,” saying: “Is-
sues of institution building
and achieving sustainable
development have garnered
significant global attention,
especially since the end of
WWIL, particularly with
the rise of national inde-
pendence movements and
the attainment of indepen-
dence by many developing
countries in the 1950s and
1960s. Since then, the sup-
port provided by developed
countries and international
institutions, known as do-

Dr. Nahla I.

A screenshot from Session two on Peace and Institutional Development
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nors, has become an in-
evitable necessity to assist
these newly independent
countries in their path to
modernization and devel-
opment. Hence, the ap-
proach of institution build-
ing has emerged as one of
the pillars assumed to help
these countries achieve
development.  However,
to this day, many of these
developing countries still
face challenges and ob-
stacles preventing them
from achieving better liv-
ing standards for their citi-
zens, hindering them from
achieving better develop-
ment indicators. Interna-
tional development institu-
tions have appreciated the
role played by institutions
in achieving development
based on the experiences of
advanced countries in their
journey towards modern-
ization and growth. There-
fore, they have repeatedly

e
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Dr. Moataz Salama
istries and various entities,
and ensuring the efficiency
and effectiveness of public
spending, among other so-
cietal regulations.

He outlined several key
objectives, including: en-
suring the implementation
of developmental targets
agreed upon by the govern-
ment, achieving maximum
coordination between min-
istries and various entities,
measuring the impact of
government-implemented
development programs on
achieving SDGs. He also
emphasized the impor-
tance of monitoring stages,
which he divided into three
phases: the planning phase,
the monitoring phase, and
the evaluation phase.

He also discussed some
programs aimed at im-
proving government per-
formance and achieving
administrative  develop-
ment for state institutions.
These programs included
the Electronic Government
Program, the Government
Performance  Excellence
Program, restructuring the
workforce and the execu-
tive apparatus of the state,
the Economic Agenda Pro-
gram, and finally, the Gov-
ernment Work Program.

Finally, he highlighted
some obstacles hindering

the structure of society
and its general objectives,
including: legislative de-
ficiencies, administrative
corruption despite efforts
to combat it, which indi-
cated some obstacles to the
efficiency of the govern-
mental apparatus, such as
the quality of information
reaching decision-makers,
which is essential to ensure
their accuracy and credibil-
ity and create an effective
environment to activate the
private sector to maximize
its contribution to the na-
tional income.

On the other side of the
session on “Popular Partic-
ipation and Development,”
Dr. Arben Cici stated “The
role of integrating popular
participation with achiev-
ing development is clearly
and distinctly evident dur-
ing the 21st century as a
fundamental model for
creating inclusive, sustain-
able, and equitable societ-
ies. This era, characterized
by numerous unprecedent-
ed challenges and oppor-
tunities, underscores the
significant and vital role
of involving communities
in decision making, espe-
cially considering that this
engagement can be seen as
a multifaceted process.”

He also stated: “Popular

. Muhammed Al-Rumaihi
participation is central dur-
ing the 21st century to ac-
knowledge and address the
diverse needs and aspira-
tions of the world’s popu-
lations. In the context of
the rapid globalization and
the technological advance-
ment, socicties have found
themselves facing numer-
ous complex challenges
such as climate change,
pandemics, and economic
disparities.”

He also stated: “Inclusive
decision-making enables
communities to contribute
unique perspectives and
local knowledge, ensuring
that development initia-
tives are nuanced, context-
specific, and responsive to
real-world realities.”

Continuing the discussion,
Dr. Moataz Salama re-
marked: “Popular partici-
pation is fundamental for
achieving  development,
and development, in turn,
enhances popular par-
ticipation. Therefore, both
popular participation and
development share com-
mon elements in their defi-
nitions. As much as popu-
lar participation gains im-
portance for development,
development serves as a
nurturing environment and
incentive for participation.
Recognizing the recipro-

cal nature of this relation-
ship between participa-
tion and development, the
concept of ‘Development
through Participatory’ has
emerged.”

He added: “We emphasize
the role of popular partici-
pation in enhancing good
governance practices and
its role in rationalizing de-
cisions, prioritizing issues,
and achieving efficient
management of national
resources, thereby con-
tributing to political sta-
bility and helping protect
against disruptions when
the development plan faces
obstacles and setbacks due
to unexpected external fac-
tors. Furthermore, citizen
participation  contributes
to their readiness to take
responsibility for making
development decisions and
facilitates the implementa-
tion of plans and programs
through engaging in orga-
nizing public discourse,
identifying national priori-
ties, training in democracy,
building institutional incu-
bators for national thought,
shaping visions and strate-
gies, monitoring plan and
program implementation,
developing political cad-
res, nurturing future lead-
ers, and enhancing national
happiness.”
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eThe first session titled: “Peace and Political Development,” featured speeches by Sir Tony
Baldry from the United Kingdom, Dr. Muhammed Al-Rumaihi from Kuwait, Dr. Arben Cici
from Albania and Dr. Moataz Salama from Egypt.

eThe second session, titled “Peace and Institutional Development,” included speeches by
Mr. Jean-Christophe Bas from France, Dr. Nahla Mahmoud from Egypt. This was followed
by the second topic of the same session, “Activating the Role of Non-Governmental
Institutions in Development,” where Ambassador James Watt from the United Kingdom
and Dr. Mona Al-Maliki from Saudi Arabia deliver their speeches. The following is a brief
overview of the papers presented in both sessions

‘Reported by Ahmed Fat’hi

Session 1: Peace and Political Development

Session 1 was chaired
by Dr. Ali EI-Din Hilal
from Egypt. In this ses-
sion, Sir Tony Baldry from
the UK stated: “We live in
a world witnessing a sharp
rise in temperatures and
an escalation of conflicts.
The continuous threats
of disease outbreaks and
pandemics have become
an integral part of our real-
ity. Additionally, the SDGs
agreed upon in 2015 are
at risk of failure by 85%,
as the world experiences
an increase in conflicts in

SR

many regions, threatening
the developmental gains
made in recent decades.
Everyone suffers from the
effects of climate change,
but most acutely in devel-
oping countries, especially
given the increased fragil-
ity of emerging nations due
to the widening scope and
intensity of conflicts.” He
also stated: “The spread
of conflicts and insecurity
during 2022 were among
the main reasons for high
levels of deterioration in
food security for nearly

|

117 million people in 19
countries. Additionally, it
is expected that two-thirds
of the world’s extreme
poor will continue to suf-
fer. Furthermore, inter-
national institutions that
manage such crises have
significantly weakened in
recent years. We have no-
ticed an increasing lack of
accountability for viola-
tions of international hu-
manitarian law, and inter-
national norms on human
rights are being eroded.”

A screenshot from Session one on Peace and Political Development

He continued: “The trag-
edy is that this increasing
global fragility emerges af-
ter decades of tremendous
progress, now witnessing
an extremely severe set-
back. This raises ques-
tions about the actions to
be taken—what should
be done?” He also stated:
“We should realize that
no country or government
system has a monopoly to
alleviate poverty in many
parts of the world. For
example, China has suc-
ceeded in lifting more than
800 million people out of
poverty over the past 40
years. Money represents a
significant aspect for many
developing countries.”

The second speaker is Dr.
Muhammed Al-Rumaihi,
who discussed the struc-
ture of society and its gen-
eral objectives, the meth-
odology used to fill pub-
lic positions, the regular
evaluation of performance,
coordination between min-
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HE Dr. Nevine Al-Kilany

success to Mr. Saud Abdulaziz Al-
babtain in continuing what his late
father started.»

He further added: «Peacebuilding
cannot yield lasting peace without
effective will. Permanent peace is
what satisfies both current and fu-
ture generations. Today, we need to
strengthen the principles of peace
because it is the key to genuine
development. If we aim for com-
prehensive development, we must
establish just peace.»

He stated that youth represent the fu-
ture of our nation and they are also the
present, requiring care and attention.
Investing in youth means preparing
them to be leaders for peace. He said,
«It is impossible to talk about devel-
opment amidst the sound of bullets.»

Former Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States, His Excel-
lency Mr. Amr Moussa, delivered
a speech from which we extract:
«The sudden passing of the found-
ing father was a shock to everyone.
Continuing the cultural journey
initiated by him is an urgent de-
mand, and launching the Forum at
this time is very important.»

He added that the ongoing attacks
on Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza aim to destroy the Pales-
tinian identity. He also stated that
the clash of civilizations persists and
transitions from one dangerous stage
to an even more perilous one. Addi-
tionally, he emphasized that the Pal-
estinian issue is both a cultural and
security issue, a belief held by the
late President of the Foundation, the
late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may
he rest in peace. He further stated
that what happened on October 7th
did not occur in a vacuum but rather
as a result of the mistreatment of
Palestinians and the occupation of

HE President Ilir Meta
their land.

As for the former Prime Minister
of Lebanon, Mr. Fouad Siniora, he
delivered a speech at the forum,
stating: «There is no development
without peace, and no peace with-
out justice. This belief was held by
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, and he worked tire-
lessly towards it. Abdulaziz Al-
babtain was loyal to his nation and
its just causes.» He emphasized:
«Let us stand firmly on two solid
principles: the principle of peace
and the principle of development.»

Furthermore, His Excellency Pres-
ident Ilir Meta, former President
of Albania, delivered a speech in
which he stated: «It is a great hon-
or for me to participate today in the
Third World Forum for the Culture
of Just Peace. I would like to ex-
press my sincere gratitude to His
Excellency, the President of the
Arab Republic of Egypt, President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi, for hosting
this important event. [ also extend
my thanks and appreciation to the
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural
Foundation for deciding, after the
sudden passing of its founding
president, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain, to continue organizing the
Third World Forum for the Culture
of Just Peace. This Forum not only
represents a tribute to the cultural
heritage or aspirations towards en-
hancing the culture of just peace
embodied by the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain, may he rest in
peace, but it also signifies a con-
tinuation of his charitable work,
ideas, principles, and numerous
humanistic values.»

He further stated: «We cannot
achieve peace without respect-
ing human rights and preserving
human dignity, promoting social

His Eminence Mr. Ammar Al-Hakim

justice and economic equality, and
ensuring that all individuals have
equal access to their fundamental
rights, including the right to life,
freedom, and security.»

Then His Excellency Mr. Marzouq
Ali Al-Ghanim, former Speaker
of the Kuwaiti National Assembly
and former President of the Arab
Parliament, delivered a speech
in which he said: «We meet with
you today in the third edition of
the World Peace Forum under the
theme: Peace for Development. On
such an occasion, I cannot help but
recall the role of the late founder
of the World Peace Forum, may he
rest in peace, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain. He was truly a global
figure, a peacemaker, and a man
of development. Our gathering in
this cultural venue is a testament
to that.»

He also said: «By the grace of God,
I had the honor of representing the
Kuwaiti people in parliament for
nearly eight legislative terms, serv-
ing as the head of parliament in
three of them. During this period,
I delivered numerous speeches and
addresses at international and lo-
cal forums, including the United
Nations, the Inter-Parliamentary
Union, friendly and sisterly parlia-
ments, speeches before the Majes-
ties, Highnesses, and Excellencies
the leaders of Gulf Cooperation
Council countries, and other oc-
casions. However, I must admit
that I encountered great difficulty
in composing my speech today.
This difficulty stems from the
fact that no words or letters of the
Arabic language, with all its rich-
ness, can adequately express the
true extent of appreciation for this
distinguished figure. Abdulaziz Al-
babtain is a reflection of the resil-
ience of the Kuwaiti personality...

HE Dr. Amr Moussa

The Kuwaiti personality that as-
pires to explore all variables with-
out compromising its constants.
The Kuwaiti personality that is
built on a harmony between the
faith of belief and the modernity
of science. The Kuwaiti personal-
ity that takes pride in itself without
being closed-minded, that opens
up to others without being over-
whelmed, respects other nations,
and engages in dialogue without
merging with them or opposing
them. Or are these not the ethics of
peacemakers?Top of Form

The ceremony concluded with a
speech by Dr. Nevine El-Kilani, the
Egyptian Minister of Culture, repre-
senting the patron of the event, His
Excellency President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, President of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt. She expressed her
pleasure that this forum, organized
by the Albabtain Cultural Founda-
tion in collaboration with the Min-
istry of Culture, represented by
the Supreme Council of Culture in
Egypt, is taking place. She particu-
larly expressed her delight in wel-
coming our esteemed guests from
around the world in Egypt.

She stated: «Welcome to Egypt,
wishing you a pleasant stay. The
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cul-
tural Foundation is one of the most
important cultural institutions in
the Arab world. Its founder and
patron, the late Mr. Abdulaziz Al-
babtain, who passed away a few
weeks ago, was keen to hold the
forum in Egypt, making it the first
event to be held after his departure.
This reflects the great significance
of Egypt to the late Abdulaziz
Albabtain. Culture plays a piv-
otal role in promoting a culture of
peace and shaping the system of
values, ethics, and behaviors.»
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The Third World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace, organized

by the Albabtain Cultural Foundation, has commenced.

m Today, Tuesday, February 20,
2024, at exactly 11:00 AM Cairo
time, 12:00 PM Kuwait time, the
opening ceremony began with
the performance of the national
anthem of the Arab Republic of
Egypt, followed by the national an-
them of the State of Kuwait. Then,
the esteemed attendees listened to
clear verses from the Holy Quran.

At the outset, the master of ceremo-
nies, Mr. Barakat Al-Wiqiyan, wel-
comed the distinguished participants
from Arab countries, Islamic nations,
and various parts of the world.

Then, the esteemed attendees
listened to excerpts from record-
ings of the late Mr. Abdulaziz
Albabtain, the founder and presi-
dent of the Foundation, delivered
at previous peace forums. These
words resonated deeply with the
participants, as if he were address-
ing them directly. His stature and
words, preserved for over thirty
years, remain entrenched in the

hearts, minds, and souls of ev-
eryone. Among the excerpts was
the following: «This Forum to-
day does not mark the culmina-
tion of the Foundation’s journey
but rather the beginning of a new
path. As daunting as it may seem,
it is within our reach, provided we
have sincerity and determination.»

«We also look forward with hope,
along with those who believe in
the values of just peace, to work-
ing towards preserving the human-
ness of humanity, and its lofty val-
ues and authentic heritage. This is
only possible if we make just peace
a culture of daily life. Our thinking
should be directed towards making
just peace its foundation, and our
everyday language should be im-
bued with peace. We must all work
together to dry up the sources of
terrorism, starting first by drying
up the sources of injustice, such as
the injustice inflicted upon the Pal-
estinian people.»

His Excellency Mr. Abdulrahman
Al-Mutairi, Minister of Informa-
tion of the State of Kuwait, deliv-
ered a speech in which he expressed
his pleasure at being among this
large gathering at this Forum held
under the patronage of His Excel-
lency President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi, President of the Arab Repub-
lic of Egypt. He said: «I convey to
you the greetings of His Highness
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the Amir of the State of
Kuwait, and the greetings of His

HE Mr. Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi

HE President Abdullah Gul

Highness Sheikh Dr. Mohammed
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the
Prime Minister. They both wish
the Forum success and prosperity.
I highly appreciate the role of the
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural
Foundation in serving Kuwait and
the issues of the Arab nation. I ac-
knowledge its efforts in promoting
a culture of peace worldwide.»

He stated: «This Forum provides
us with an opportunity for dia-
logue, exchange of views, and dis-
cussion. There is no development
without just peace. Through this
forum, we reaffirm Kuwaitys sup-
port for the Palestinian cause and
our commitment to implementing
the United Nations resolutions re-
lated to the Palestinian cause. We
call on the international commu-
nity to exert pressure to put an end
to Israeli violations of the rights of
the Palestinian people.»

Then, His Excellency President
Abdullah Giil, former President of
the Republic of Turkey, delivered
a speech in which he stated: «The
Albabtain  Cultural Foundation
plays an important role in spread-
ing the «culture of peace> in our
region and beyond. Therefore, I
would like us to remember the late
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, who
recently passed away, by praying
for him. I would also like to con-
gratulate the esteemed Albabtain
family and their children for their
continued preservation of his great
cultural legacy.»

HE Mr. Fouad Siniora

He added: «The existence of a
peaceful environment has always
been a fundamental prerequisite for
living in a state of tranquility and
prosperity throughout human his-
tory. It is indeed a fact that we are
living today in a more fragmented
and fragile world than ever before;
where numerous disasters exist on
multiple fronts, indicating that we
are moving further away from the
path of a culture of peace. And when
we turn our eyes to the Middle East,
we will see and collide with another
tragic picture, where the Palestin-
ians are subjected to massacres and
atrocities committed by Israel due to
its brutal ideological policies. The
trust in the rules-based international
system has collapsed in the face of
what is happening in Gaza. We need
peace, prosperity, and coexistence,
which can be achieved through a
strong system based on justice”.

He also stated: «The world as a
whole has realized that there is no
alternative to the two-state solu-
tion to ensure peace and security
for Palestinians, Israelis, and the
entire Middle Easty.

Mr. Ammar al-Hakim, the leader
of the Wisdom Movement in the
Republic of Iraq, also delivered
a speech in which he said: «It is
my pleasure to participate in the
Peace Forum in the Arab Republic
of Egypt, hoping that the efforts of
the late Abdulaziz Albabtain Cul-
tural Foundation will yield good
for the Arab nation, and wishing

C ) 20 - 22

HE Mr. Marzouq Al-Ghanim
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A JOURNEY OF LIFETIME ... AN ENDURING LEGACY

My late brother Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain (may he
rest in peace), my soul mate and the path’s companion.
I still find myself bewildered by his absence, although he
remains present in his ideas, principles, and noble deeds.

I have spent my life accompanying my brother in
his journeys, joining him in his official meetings and
personal travels. [ was always happy and impressed by
his sound thinking, a path he chose from the beginning
and steadfastly followed until he passed away.

He was a great and generous man, pure in heart, soul,
and character. Never did he harbor any resentment or
hatred towards anyone, and if something troubled his
tranquility, he quickly forgave and forgot, taking the
initiative towards pardon and forgiveness.

He was a courageous and bold man, daring in his  Abdulkarim Saud Albabtain

thinking, resolute in his decisions, and impactful in
his actions. His extensive cultural activities and numerous charitable and
humanitarian works attest to this.

Each of us can see that the cause of just peace, which he turned to after his
extensive interests and unprecedented services to poetry and the Arabic
language, was significant to him. He dedicated his time, personal efforts, and
resources to elevate the concept of just dialogue and promote a culture of
dialogue and understanding among people without prejudice or discrimination.

He was invited to deliver his speeches on multiple occasions from the podium
of the highest international body, the United Nations. He chose to address
topics such as education, sustainable development, human rights, equality
among nations and peoples, genuine democratic participation, understanding,
tolerance, solidarity, and advocated for the free flow of information and
knowledge, promoting just peace and security worldwide. He affirmed the
commitment of the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural Foundation to work
towards promoting the Culture of Just Peace, stemming from Kuwait’s
continuous support for peace globally. He also forged a close partnership
with the International Peace Institute (IPI), organizing two world forums on
the culture of just peace. He initiated plans for the third forum, under the
auspices of the President of the Arab Republic of Egypt, Abdel Fattah El-Sisi,
scheduled for January 2024. However, fate had its way, and the forum is being
convened just one month after his passing, acknowledging that your eyes,
dear brother Abdulaziz, are watching our work, and your spirit blesses us with
encouragement and approval.

May Allah have mercy on you as a reward for the noble deeds you have
done, which will be eternalized in the records of time and history. You
dedicated yourself and your spirit for the sake of your nation and its just
causes, finding happiness in every deed, no matter how demanding.
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A screenshot from the Opening Ceremony HE Dr. Reda Hijazi, HE Dr. Nevine Al-Kilany, and Mr. Saud Albabtain
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Participants: Congratulations to the family of Abdulaziz Albabtain and
his sons for their continued preservation of his great cultural legaey



