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Under the Auspices of

Rresident Ahdelfattah El-Sisi,
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural Foundation

inaugurates today in Cairo

The Third World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace
Under the theme “Just Peace for Development”

In Collaboration with the Supreme Council of Culture

Today, at exactly eleven o’clock on
Tuesday, February 20, 2024, the
proceedings of the Third World Forum
for the Culture of Just Peace kick off
in Cairo. The event is organized by the
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cultural
Foundation, under the patronage of His
Excellency President Abdel Fattah El-
Sisi, the President of the Arab Republic
of Egypt, and in collaboration with
the Supreme Council of Culture.
The Forum is themed «Just Peace
for Development,» and the activities
will take place over three days, from
February 20 to 22.

The Forum aims to reaffirm the
genuine human desire to establish just
peace, and elevate the voices of reason
and wisdom.

The Forum aims to build upon the
efforts of the Albabtain Cultural
Foundation in the previous forums
held in The Hague, Netherlands, and
Valletta, Malta. It seeks to continue
addressing ways to drive regional and
global development by reinforcing a
culture of dialogue, understanding,
and just peace. The Forum underscores
the principles of justice, equality, and
common rights among nations as
steadfast foundations for achieving
sustainable development worldwide,
encompassing political, institutional,
social, cultural, and economic aspects.

The sessions of the Forum will delve
into these topics to contribute to a
clearer understanding of the current
reality and envision a better future.

The Forum’s programme focused on
the culture of peace, which includes
rejecting violence and a commitment to
preventing conflicts, is a manifestation
of the vision of the cultural and peace
advocate Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
may he rest in peace. It embodies his
ideas, principles, and human values
that he dedicated much of his life to,
and it reflects the determination of
his successors to continue and pursue
his cultural journey and aspirations in
spreading the culture of just peace. This
Forum serves as a tribute to his noble
efforts and a faithful commemoration
of his good memory.

After the Opening Ceremony, which
includes speeches by the Vice
President of the Foundation, the
sponsorship>s speech, and speeches
from  distinguished  participating
guests, the first session will take place
at 5:00 PM. The session is titled «Peace
and Political Development» and will
be chaired by Dr. Ali El-Din Hilal from
Egypt, followed by Dr. Constantinos
Adamides from Cyprus. This session
will discuss two important matters: the
“Government Management Efficiency
and development”, with contributions

from Sir. Tony Baldry from the UK
and Dr. Muhammed Al-Rumaihi from
Kuwait. The second topic, «Popular
Participation and Development,» will
be addressed by Dr. Arben Cici from
Albania and Dr. Moataz Salama from

Egypt.

At 7:00 PM, the second session titled
“Peace and Institutional Development”
will convene, chaired by Dr. Myszka
Guzkowska  from  the  United
Kingdom, with Dr. Saeed El-Masry
providing commentary on the session’s
proceedings. This session will focus
on: “Building Institutions and their
Role in Solidifying Development,”
featuring Mr. Jean-Christophe Bas
from France and Dr. Nahla Mahmoud
from Egypt as speakers. The second
topic will address “Activating the Role
of Non-Governmental Institutions in
Development,” with the participation
of Ambassador James Watt from the
UK and Dr. Mona Al-Maliki from
Saudi Arabia.
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his way. His efforts yielded positive
results in various circumstances,
leading to the considerable success of
the Bahrain session.

Today, we gather in this Forum
and conference to continue and
perpetuate the legacy envisioned by
the late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
may he rest in peace. He desired and
we desire with him the continuity of
his ideas and approach to solidify
culture in its general sense, and
specifically, the culture of just peace
and coexistence among peoples,
which occupied his mind and
constituted a significant part of his
thoughts.

These pages and words may not
fully capture the broad understanding
of the culture of just peace and
coexistence among peoples in
the thoughts of Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, which is a philosophy
aimed at enhancing peace and
understanding  among  different
cultures and coexisting populations
within the same environment. In brief,
this culture is grounded in values
such as justice, equality, mutual
respect, tolerance, and understanding.
It recognizes the human rights of all
individualsregardless of their cultural,
religious, or ethnic affiliations. It
encourages the building of bridges
for constructive communication and
interaction between diverse cultures,
fostering mutual understanding and
constructive collaboration.

The just peace and coexistence
are not mere slogans echoed by
Abdulaziz  Albabtain; thus, he
embarked strongly and committedly
from the outset to promote the
culture of just peace and coexistence

among peoples. He sought to
enhance the values of social justice
and equal opportunities, believing
in the methodology of diligence and
perseverance to achieve a just balance
and cooperation between nations.
He advocated for resolving conflicts
through peaceful and diplomatic
means, working towards achieving
justice in resource distribution and
interactions between individuals and
communities.

He advocated for spreading the
culture of just peace and coexistence
among peoples, urging individuals
and communities to commit to
learning dialogue, cooperation, and
resolving conflicts peacefully, away
from violence. He emphasized the
importance of promoting education
and awareness about the values of
peace and peaceful coexistence,
encouraging constructive dialogue
and mutual understanding between
diverse peoples and cultures.

Just as he was a tolerant,
respectful, and cultured man,
he wished to see these qualities
in all people. He wanted these
principles to spread among people
and become ingrained in them. He
considered mutual respect, tolerance,
and cultural understanding to be
fundamental aspects of the culture
of just peace and coexistence among
peoples. He advocated for cultural
diversity, learning from each others
experiences, and overcoming cultural
biases and discrimination.

In conclusion, the culture of
just peace and coexistence among
peoples in the thought and approach
of Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain aims to
create a world characterized by peace,

justice, and understanding among all
individuals and cultures. It seeks to
achieve sustainable development and
comprehensive stability in coexisting
societies.

In pursuit of this, he exerted great
efforts to achieve his noble goal of
fostering friendship among peoples
and promoting cultural dialogue
among them. He also sought to
elevate the importance of education,
culture, and the service of poetry,
earning him well-deserved accolades
and prestigious awards from heads of
states across the world.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may
he rest in peace, was a person of
genuine determination in the service
of our Arab and Islamic nation and
its cultural future, as well as its
humanitarian mission. This was
evident through his unique projects
in culture, literature, poetry, and
education.

This great man worked tirelessly
and generously to establish a cultural
entity that takes on the responsibility
of nurturing culture and creativity
in our vast Arab homeland, and
elevating the voices of Arab writers.
I am confident that the Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain Cultural Foundation
will continue its journey with the
efforts and sound vision of his sons,
along with the effective talents
acquired from the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain, in pursuing the path
of goodness, love, coexistence, and
peace for everyone.

Curricula for the Culture of Just Peace: For the Security of Future Generations

and Human Rights

Authors: A committee of
education experts from around
the world under the supervision
of an international committee
representing more than twenty
countries.

The curricula are of a large size
with over 3000 pages in both
Arabic and English.

There are seventeen curricula
in total, with two of them,
specifically for elementary
levels, integrated into a single
book.

m These curricula have been

specifically designed to suit all
levels of educational stages,
from kindergarten to university.

m They represent a compilation

of the best practices from
educational programs
worldwide.

m  Originally in English, the

curricula have been translated
into Arabic.

BRSPSy

‘ ‘ *Noonel.indd 18

15

2/19/24 12:33 PM‘ ‘



%

14

‘ ‘ *Noonel.indd 19

o

The Third World Forum for the Gulture ((/}%M Peace “Sust Seace for Development”

Adldill Gyb algle

The Gulture of Just Peace inthe Thought of

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain

I was always wondering, what is
the secret behind the love that Uncle
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, enjoys from all the
friends and colleagues I have met and
spoken with, from Kuwait, the Gulf
countries, and the Arab world?

Everyone unanimously agrees on
their love, respect, and appreciation
for Uncle (Abu Saud). He was a
towering figure characterized by
love, ethics, generosity, and honesty.
He is the personality that harmonizes
thought and poetry, advocating for a
just peace with a unique vision that
brings together various principles
encompassing culture, friendship,
tolerance, coexistence, development,
social justice, and equality.

In addition to our love for Uncle
Abu Saud, may he rest in peace,
he also had a heart full of love for
everyone. When he invited us to
the symposiums and conferences of
the Albabtain Foundation, he was
very keen to personally oversee
all the details and arrangements
for the conference, which were
numerous. Despite having a large and
experienced team in administration,
the diligence and passion of Uncle
Abdulaziz Albabtain himself took
charge of every detail.

Today, we gather in this Forum
in the heart of Cairo, a city loved
by Uncle Abu Saud, who is present
among us in spirit and in his thoughts.
He inspires in us the path of peace,
love, coexistence, and tolerance
among peoples. Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain believed in this ideology
and dedicated his entire life to it. We
continue to walk in his footsteps.

Certainly, in the ideology of
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, there is a belief in the
importance of just peace as a central
concept. However, not all peace is the
same; it is the just peace that achieves
justice, equality, and stability in
societies.

There are many words and
expressions that we encounter
daily in newspapers and various
media outlets, but Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain, with his keen sensibility,
invites you to delve deeper into
these words and expressions. One
such term is «just peace,» which he
views with a profound and expansive
understanding. For him, it goes
beyond the individual to encompass
the collective, necessitating the
cultivation of positive relationships
among individuals, communities,
and nations. It involves promoting
peaceful coexistence among diverse
cultures and religions, as well as
respecting human rights and the
sovereignty of nations.

Justice, equity and fairness are
principles that must form a solid
foundation in the relationships
between nations for the well-being
and prosperity of humanity as a whole.
They are central ideas that Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain emphasizes in his call
for the necessity of achieving justice
in international relations.

The grand aspirations in a world
dominated by justice and peace
fundamentally stem from realizing
the small dreams that occupy our
thoughts. Therefore, Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain believed in the importance
of internal peace and social justice
in societies. He considered that
peaceful coexistence and achieving
justice among individuals in society
enhance stability, social progress,
and economic development.

To achieve this, Abdulaziz
Albabtain integrated various
concepts and currents of thought
in his ideology, such as the idea
of social and political reform, the
importance of social justice, and
equality among people. He sought
to apply these values in all societies
and promote a culture of just peace
among all members of society.

Certainly, the contributions of

HE Nabil bin Yaqub Al-Hamar

Advisor to HM the King of Bahrain
for Information Affairs

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain  will
be immortalized in the annals of
thought, culture, and intercultural
understanding. He is the architect
of a rich legacy in this domain,
working passionately and diligently
to promote progress in these areas.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may
he rest in peace, stands as one of
the eminent figures in the history
of thought and culture throughout
the Arab world. His contributions
in the realms of thought, poetry,
literature, and culture will continue
to be recounted, serving as enduring
testimony to an advanced intellect.

I got to know the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain many years ago
when I met him in Bahrain during
the eighth session of the Foundation.
This session, named after Ali bin Al-
Mugarrab Al-Ayouni, took place in
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, in
2002. He led us with determination,
great passion, perseverance, and
enthusiasm to ensure the success
of that session, overcoming any
obstacles that may have stood in
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Dr Michael Frendo
Speaker Emeritus of the Parliament of Malta
and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs

As President (Speaker) of the
Parliament of Malta, I had the honour
to first meet with H.E Abdulaziz
Al Babtain when his Foundation
sponsored in Valletta, a Course in
basic Arabic language and culture
in collaboration with the Societa’
Dante Alighieri (Malta) and the
Emuni University. That was way
back in 2010. Our personal friendship
developed from that time and
continued until his sad loss in 2023.

As Speaker of the Maltese Parliament,
I had the privilege and pleasure to
recognise this man of peace for his
unstinting dedication to global peace
and to the teaching and development
of a culture of peace. Then, between
the 18th and the 22nd of March 2011,
I led a parliamentary delegation
on an official visit to Kuwait at his
invitation as the head of the Abdulaziz
Saud Al Babtain Foundation. In that
visit, accompanied by Abdulaziz Al
Babtain, together with my delegation,

I met with His Highness the (late)
Emir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Hamad in the
presence of the then Crown Prince
His Highness (the late) Sheikh Nawaf
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah who
later became Emir of Kuwait serving
between 2020 and 2023. Meetings
were also held with His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
and with H.E. Jassem Al-Kharafi,
then Speaker of the Kuwaiti National
Assembly. The delegation, which
included Hon. Jesmond Mugliett and
Hon. Joe Mizzi, also participated in
the ceremony of the Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain Award Foundation for
Arabic Poetry.

Later I had the honour to be a
Trustee of the Abdulaziz Al Babtain
Foundation; a speaker at a number of
the Al Babtain Cultural Foundation
Conferences, amongst which in
Dubai, Oxford and Brussels; the
Keynote Speaker at the launch in
Rome of the Abdulaziz Al Babtain
Chair for Peace at the University
Roma Tre in 2017, and a Speaker
and Participant at all the Al Babtain
World Forum for the Culture of Peace
meetings, the latest one in Malta. In
my collaboration with Abdulaziz
Al Babtain, I was also privileged to
write the foreword to a number of his
books, and of his publication projects,
not least the grand project, which
he so enthusiastically achieved, that
is, to have, in collaboration with
the United Nations, textbooks at all
educational levels for peace studies —
in his admirable pursuit of developing
a global culture of peace.

Albdulaziz Al Babtain was not only a
true warrior of peace, but also a great

man of culture, as well as a refined
poet and writer, and a tireless worker
for the proliferation of a culture of
peace in the world — a culture that is
so badly needed today.

Founder of the Al Babtain Group of
Companies, Abdulaziz Al Babtain
was an  extremely  successful
businessman who built his vast
business empire in the course of one
generation starting as a consumer
good distributor in 1958. However,
his vision and his aspirations were
not limited to the material generation
of wealth, but also to the spread of
another type of wealth — that which
enhances the spiritual in mankind,
with poetry and the propagation of a
culture of peace amongst all peoples,
including through inter-religious and
inter-cultural dialogue enveloped in a
common spirit of humanity.

It is therefore not coincidental
that Abdulaziz Al Babtain and his
foundation, established and retain
a close link to the United Nations
Alliance of Civilizations. At the
Foundation Centre in Kuwait,
through Abdulaziz Al Babtain, I also
met with another inspirational figure,
HE. the former (late) President of
Portugal, Jorge Sampaio, then High
Representative for the Alliance of
Civilisations.

Sadly, we grieve at the loss of our
dear brother, Abdulaziz Al Babtain.
But joyfully, we must honour and
celebrate his life : by following
the light he set for us all, through
his Foundation, and therefore by
continuing, together, with dedication
and commitment, his work to further
an all-enveloping culture of peace in
our world.
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The legacy of Albabtain stands as a towering
beacon for generations

Several ambassadors and mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps ac-
credited to the State of Kuwait de-
scribed the late literary figure and
poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain as
a significant cultural icon, leaving
indelible marks that will remain
timeless for Arab culture.

In their condolence messages,
these ambassadors stated that the
valuable cultural contributions
provided by Abdulaziz Albabtain
will stand as a towering beacon,
guiding generations with its en-
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Ambassador Osama Shaltoot

Ambassador of Egypt to Kuwait

during light through the ages.

They added that Albabtain,
throughout his life, provided a
rich cultural journey filled with
contributions and achievements,
leaving behind a substantial cul-
tural, civilizational, and humani-
tarian legacy that will continue to
inspire future generations.

The ambassadors highlighted
that the great late figure planted,
through his abundant generosity,
a system of timeless values across
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Ambassador Ali bin Issa

Ambassador of Morocco to Kuwait

various fields. He served as an ex-
emplary model in charitable en-
deavors, as well as in cultural and
creative activities.

They pointed out that the es-
teemed writer Abdulaziz Al-
babtain, through his efforts, built
a bridge for the exchange of cul-
tures and civilizations between
nations, successfully establishing
the Arabic language in a presti-
gious position within leading for-
eign universities.
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Ambassador Abdulqadir Hussein Omar

Ambassador of Djibouti to Kuwait
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a source from which future gen-
erations draw many meanings and
lofty values. May the Almighty
encompass the departed with His
vast mercy and forgiveness, grant
him a place in His expansive gar-
dens, and provide you with beauti-
ful patience and solace.”

A Great Symbol

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain sent a condolence message
to the Albabtain family, saying:
“With hearts full of faith in God’s
decree and destiny, we extend our
sincere condolences and sympa-
thy on the passing of your loved
one, the poet Abdulaziz bin Saud
Albabtain, may God have mercy
on him. We supplicate to the Al-
mighty, the most Gracious, to en-
compass him with His vast mercy
and favor, to place him in the spa-

His Excellency President Abdelmajid Tebboune
President of Algeria

cious gardens of paradise, and to
grant you patience and solace.”

Algerian President Abdelmajid
Tebboune described the late poet
and writer Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain as a symbol of the Kuwaiti
and Arab cultural movement.

In a condolence statement carried
by the Algerian news agency, Teb-
boune stated that the late writer
distinguished himself with a long
journey of national and Arab dedi-
cation, a cultural career rich in
achievements, leaving behind a
great cultural, civilizational, and
humanitarian legacy. He expressed
that Albabtain had a love for Al-
geria, its people, history, and cul-
ture, and this affection will remain
stored in the collective memory of
Algerian writers and creators.

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
King of the Kingdom of Bahrain
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President Tebboune added in
his condolences, “In the wake
of this great tragedy, I offer my
sincere condolences and sym-
pathy to the esteemed Albabtain
family, praying to the Almighty
to encompass the late Albabtain
with His vast mercy, to place
him in the spacious gardens of
paradise, and to grant his fam-
ily, relatives, and loved ones pa-
tience and solace, the patience
of those who seek reward, say-
ing, ‘To Allah we belong, and to
Him, we shall return.””

A Kuwaiti Figure Kuwait has
Lost

The Chief of the National
Guard in the State of Kuwait,
His Highness Sheikh Salem Al-
Ali Al-Sabah, also sent a con-
dolence letter to the Albabtain
family, stating: “In acceptance
of the decree of Allah and His
will, we express our deepest
condolences for the passing
of our collective loss, the late
Abdulaziz Saud Abdulaziz Al-
babtain, may Allah have mercy
on him. With his passing, Ku-
wait has lost one of its devoted
men. We pray to Allah to en-
compass the dear departed with
His vast mercy, to grant him a
place in the spacious gardens
of paradise, and to inspire you
with patience and solace.”

The Crown Prince and Prime
Minister of the Kingdom of
Bahrain, Prince Salman bin Ha-
mad Al Khalifa, sent a condo-
lence letter.

SN
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Kings, Presidents, Leaders, and Senior Officials about Albabtain:

Abdulaziz Albabtain... Endures with his

Achicvements and Greativity

(. T

The passing of the great poet and
intellectual,Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, was
not an ordinary event in various circles.
The significant and influential position
that the late figure held in the Arab cultural

A number of kings, princes, leaders, and
heads of state from various countries
expressed their deepest condolences to the
Albabtain family on the passing of the great
figure. They affirmed that he will remain

scene made him a subject of interest at the immortalized through his significant

highest political, cultural, and social levels accomplishments, abundant contributions,

locally, regionally, and globally. and distinguished services to Arab culture.
They stated that the late Abdu-
laziz Albabtain was one of the
most prominent pioneers of the
Arab cultural movement, mak-
ing significant contributions to
the dissemination of Arabic po-
etry and culture. He succeeded in
preserving the identity of Arabic
poetry through numerous ency-
clopaedias published by the Al-
babtain Cultural Foundation for
consecutive years.

His Highness the Amir of the
State of Kuwait, Sheikh Mishal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
sent a message of condolences
to the esteemed family of the
late Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.
The message said: “We express
our heartfelt sorrow for the pass-
ing of one of Kuwait’s faithful

statesmen and a symbol of its na-
tional figures, the late Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain, the Chairman
of the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
Cultural Foundation. May Allah
have mercy on him and grant
him eternal rest in paradise. We
express our deepest condolences
and sincere sympathy, remem-
bering with great appreciation
and pride the cultural journey
of the late Abdulaziz Saud Al-
babtain. His significant efforts |
in promoting the status of the }
Arabic language, Arabic poetry, |
and his extensive contributions
across various cultural and hu-
manitarian aspects are acknowl-
edged. We affirm that his virtues,
achievements, and rich life filled
with contributions will remain

\ o

His Highness the Amir of the State of Kuwait,
Sheikh Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
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In March 2022, the Abdulaziz Saud
Albabtain Cultural Foundation or-
ganized the Second World Forum on
the Culture of Just Peace, with the
theme «Leadership for Just Peace.»
The forum took place in Valletta, the
capital of Malta, under the patronage
of HE Dr. George Vella. The event
was attended by various dignitaries,
including the President of Albania,
Ilir Meta, the President of Kosovo,
Vjosa Osmani Sadriu, and the for-
mer President of Croatia, Stjepan
Mesi¢. The Secretary-General of the
United Nations, Antoénio Guterres,
sent a written message, and the then
President of the UNGA, Abdullah
Shahid, participated with a recorded
video speech. Numerous parliamen-
tarians from around the world also
contributed important ideas on pro-
moting the culture of just peace in
the international community and
proposed solutions to alleviate cur-
rent global tensions and conflicts.

The Third World Forum for the Cul-
ture of Just Peace is taking place in
Cairo under the patronage of His
Excellency President Abdel Fattah
El-Sisi, with the presence of Her
Excellency the Minister of Culture,
Dr. Nevine El-Kilani, representing
him. The forum»s events are sched-

uled over three days from February
20" to 22™. The discussions during
this period will focus on five main
axes: Peace and Political Devel-
opment, Peace and Institutional
Development, Peace and Social
Development, Peace and Cultural
Development, and Peace and Eco-
nomic Development.

Many world leaders, presidents, par-
liamentarians, and journalists from
various countries are attending. This
is the cultural initiative initiated by
the poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.
Unfortunately, he passed away be-
fore its convening, approximately a
month and a half ago. May the late
Abdulaziz Albabtain, the loss of the
nation, rest in peace, and may he be
granted a place in the highest heav-
ens.

The accomplishments of this man,
and of his Foundation, are well-
known to all those interested in Arab
culture. However, what remains rel-
atively unknown or partially known
in the journey of this man is his di-
verse humanitarian achievements in
the service of the human community
in both the Arab and Islamic worlds.

The cultural efforts of Mr. Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain have resonated

widely across the world, both in the
East and the West. He has been hon-
ored by cultural and academic insti-
tutions, receiving honorary doctor-
ates from several Arab and Islamic
universities. Additionally, he has
been awarded multiple accolades by
the leaders of various Arab, Islamic,
and European countries, along with
numerous awards at the national and
cultural institution levels. This re-
flects the depth of interest that these
countries and cultural institutions
have in recognizing the works and
efforts of this man in the service of
Arab culture.

Not only did he receive honors dur-
ing his lifetime, but also after his
passing, the Arab Parliament award-
ed him the «Order of Leadership,» a
distinction that had not been granted
posthumously to anyone else except
Abdulaziz Albabtain. This recogni-
tion is a well-deserved tribute to his
life and legacy.

May Allah have mercy on Abdu-
laziz Saud Albabtain, the noble son
of Kuwait and the Arab homeland,
from its ocean to its Gulf, and may
He grant him the highest reward for
his contributions to the service of
Arab culture and the just causes of
his nation.

Contemplations for Just Peace

cxbmiits

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
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CONTEMPLATIONS
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B Author: Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain.
® Language: Arabic and English.

m Small size, with 88 pages for the
Arabic version and 68 pages for

the English version.
m Publication Year: 2017.

m Introduction  by:
Frendo, Speaker Emaritus of
the House of Representatives
of Malta and former Minister of
Foreign Affairs.

m The book is divided into two

Michael

sections. The first section, titled
«The Seven Rules for Peace. The
second section outlines «The
Seven Means to Achieve Peace.

m In the authors introduction:
The absence of peace in the
world is darkness in life, but
when we elevate the good
word by calling for peace, it
becomes a shining candle that

BRSPSy

darkness cannot obscure. Peace
establishes the value of justice,
and if justice disappears from
the Earth, the value of humanity
ceases to exist.
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Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain at the IPI with Terje Roed-Larsen the President of the IPI, Masud

A

Bin Momen Permanent Representative of Bangladesh, Adam Lupel Vice President of the
IPI, Gilian Bird Permanent Representative of Australia to the United Nations, and Oscar
Fernandez-Taranco Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuilding Support of the UN

Session 11: The Albabtain Encyclo-
paedia for Arab Poets in the Nine-
teenth and Twentieth Centuries ses-
sion, 2008. Held under the patronage
of His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, the late
Amir of the State of Kuwait. It was
titled «The World Today: Cultures
and Interests.»

Session 12: Sarajevo, Bosnia, 2010.
Held under the patronage of the

President of Bosnia and Herzegov-
ina at that time, Dr. Haris Silajdzi¢.
The intellectual seminar was titled
«Dialogue of Civilizations in a Dif-
ferent World Order (Divergence and
Harmony).»

Session 13: “Arab-European Dia-
logue in the 21st Century: Towards
a Common Vision” seminar. It was
held at the European Parliament in
Brussels in 2013.

INTERNATIONAL
PEACE

INTERNATIOMAL
PEACE

INSTTTUTE METTUTE

Session 15: Seminar titled «Our
World is One - and the Challenges
Ahead are Shared», was held at the
University of Oxford in 2015 in

| collaboration with the Middle East

Centre at the university of Oxford.

In 2019, the interest and initiatives
of Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
may he rest in peace, towards pro-
moting a culture of just peace were
translated into the organization of
the First World Forum on the Culture
of Peace, titled «Education of Peace

" for the Protection of Cultural Heri-

tage.» The forum took place at the
headquarters of the ICJ at the Peace
Palace in The Hague, Netherlands,
in the presence of political and dip-
lomatic figures, representatives of
leaders from various countries, and
a large media presence. This forum
was part of the collaboration between
the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Cul-
tural Foundation, the United Nations
General Assembly, the International
Peace Institute, Leiden University,
and the Carnegie Foundation. The
opening speech was delivered by His
Excellency Dr. George Vella, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Malta.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain during the event held at the IPI on the sidelines of the UNGA High-Level Forum
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academic opportunity for those
who love Arab-Islamic civilization
in Andalusia to study the Arabic
language. It aimed not only to teach
the language but also to correct
misconceptions about this civiliza-
tion. With administrative, spatial,
and human support, the chair suc-
cessfully offered Arabic language
education using modern scientific
approaches. It also organized multi-
ple courses for tour guides to rectify
their misconceptions about Arab-Is-
lamic civilization in Andalusia.

The Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain
Chair at the University of Cordo-
ba, along with its significant aca-
demic achievements in promoting
the teaching of the Arabic language
among its enthusiasts, both within
and outside the university, garnered
attention and stirred the interest of
several universities in Andalusia.
Responding to the requests, Mr.
Albabtain initiated cultural agree-
ments to establish similar chairs for
Arab studies in various universi-
ties, including Granada, Seville, and
Malaga. These new chairs were set
in motion to fulfill their educational
responsibilities, teaching the Arabic
language and conducting training
courses for tour guides throughout
the academic year. Additionally,
these chairs recognized the impor-
tance of cultural seminars, deepen-
ing the relationship between Arab
countries and Spain, contributing
significantly to various aspects of
academic and cultural exchange.

In recent times, the number of these
chairs has reached around twenty,
including the Albabtain Chair for
Arab Culture at the University of
Nice in France, the Albabtain/Laudi-
an Chair for Arabic Language at the
University of Oxford, the Albabtain
Chair at the University of Palermo
in Italy, the Albabtain Chair at Bei-
jing University, at Leiden Univer-

Abdulaziz Albabtain receives the honorary doctorate from the Minister of Education and Higher
Education, the Supreme President of Kuwait University, Dr. Bader Al-Essa, and the Acting
University Director, Dr. Hayat Nasser Al-Hajji, on May 27, 2015.

sity, at Yerevan State University in
Armenia, Albabtain Chair for Peace
at the University of Malta, Albabtain
Chair for the Culture of Just Peace
at the Mediterranean University of
Albania, and other chairs in various
countries.

The efforts of Abdulaziz Albabtain
in teaching the Arabic language in
the universities of Andalusia, and
the enthusiasm of students and oth-
ers to learn it, led the Spanish gov-
ernment to decide to make the Ara-
bic language an official language
in the schools of the Andalusian
region. Undoubtedly, this is a signif-
icant achievement and accomplish-
ment of this distinguished man, who
has impressed many with his tire-
less activity and continuous efforts
to bring contemporary Arab culture
in line with other cultures.

Since 2004, the Foundation has or-
ganized seminars on dialogue of
civilizations in addition to literary
seminars. Some of them were ex-
clusively dedicated to dialogues of
civilizations. Here are highlights
from these events:

Session 9: Ibn Zaydun Cordoba/
Spain Session. Cordoba was chosen

for this session due to the long his-
torical relations between the Arabs
and Spain. It took place under the
patronage of King Juan Carlos. The
seminar on dialogue of civilizations
was titled: «Arab-Islamic Civiliza-
tion and the West: From Conflict to
Partnership.»

Session  10:  Shawqi/Lamartine
Session/France 2006. Under the
auspices of the then French Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, this session
was titled: «Cultural Diversity in a
Changing World.»

Great Gultural Achievements
forthe foto Mabtain.. A

and. his Foundation
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self with sessions, seminars, and

awards. Instead, he planned larger

cultural projects to serve Arab cul-
ture from its broad perspective. He

| established the Albabtain Central

7>Library for Arabic Poetry, which is
~! now the first library in the world to
3 encompass most of the texts of Ara-

>b1c poetry from various eras. Conse-
- | quently, it has become a pilgrimage
site for Arab and foreign researchers
from all around the world.

And the days of the Foundationys
continue, making a cultural impact
with its publications and numerous
awards in the fields of poetry and
criticism. This renders its generous
awards a dream that entices creative
minds in Arab culture.

The founder of this Foundation
could have easily succumbed to
pride or rested on the laurels of his
achievements, considering what his
establishment had accomplished.
However, such thoughts were con-
trary to his boundless ambition,
which rejected complacency, relax-
ation, pride, or wonder. Instead, he
tightened his belt and rallied those
around him within the Foundation to
achieve further cultural accomplish-
ments. His limitless ambition led
him to plan and personally engage
in various forms of cultural achieve-

@eue/a/u}gyt/w
Gultare of Juust
Peace... L/Zs%w‘atmrw
and Resulls

The Late Abdulaziz Albabtain delivering his Speech to the UNGA on September 7, 2017.

ments. In this vein, he established
the Albabtain Translation Center
in 2005. This center relentlessly
pursued scientific achievements in
other languages, translating them
into Arabic. Over thirty books, in-
cluding some of the most controver-
sial and intriguing scientific works,
have been translated, marking an
extraordinary effort that adds to the
achievements of this man in the field
of Arab culture from its comprehen-
sive perspective.

Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, may he
rest in peace, distinguished himself
with a spirit of tolerance and open-
ness to other cultures, believing in
human unity despite various direc-
tions and cultural differences. He
considered the Andalusian model of
building the Arab-Islamic civiliza-
tion in the Middle Ages as an exam-
ple of the possibility of coexistence
between different cultures. Conse-
quently, he hastened to establish the
Center for Dialogue among Civiliza-
tions in 2005, especially in response
to the spread of violence and terror-
ism worldwide. This center is one
of the most important projects that
captured the attention of Professor
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain. Within

its framework, several seminars
were held, inviting prominent intel-
lectuals from around the world to
discuss common issues among con-
temporary cultures. These seminars
and gatherings aimed to promote
and spread the spirit of tolerance
and love among people, rejecting all
forms of violence and hatred. The
impact of these seminars extended
beyond the Foundation>s headquar-
ters to European countries.

Perhaps Mr. Albabtainys specific in-
terest in the Andalusian region can
be traced back to his initial tourist
visits to the area. During these vis-
its, he discovered the lack of ac-
curate representation of the Arab-
Islamic civilization by tour guides.
This realization deeply troubled
him, prompting him to take vari-
ous initiatives to correct this mis-
conception about the Arab civiliza-
tion. In response to this concern, he
initiated a cultural project in col-
laboration with the University of
Cordoba, where many tour guides
receive their education. The proj-
ect resulted in the establishment of
the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Chair
for Arab Studies at the University
of Cordoba. The chair provided an
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cation was Cairo, the capital of Arab
culture in that very year.

Therefore, the establishment of this
Foundation was not aimed at media
sensationalism, nor did it seek to en-
hance the fame of its founder. The
man is not in need of any of that,
as he is a well-known figure with
weight and value, whether in the
economic, social, or creative fields.
The latter, his realm of influence,
led him to create this unique cultural
foundation, in addition to other fac-
tors.

The Foundation emerged strong
since its inception, as its founder
managed to attract cultural thought
leaders from the entire Arab world,
whether in competing for its awards,
participating in its seminars, or join-
ing its councils. It became the home
for Arab poets seeking shelter after
the dispersion of poetic endeavors,
providing them with the recognition
befitting their creativity. They com-
peted for the Foundationys awards
in large numbers, surpassing the an-
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The Poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain occupies the honorary doctoral Chair at the University
of Sterling on June 29, 2017.

ticipated limits in each of its cycles,
making its awards a symbol of ex-
cellence, authenticity, and creativity.

Mr. Abdulaziz Albabtain recog-
nized, from the inception of the
Foundation, that several essential
factors are crucial for its success,
stability, and continuity. These in-
clude continuous financial support,

The Second World Forum for the Culture of Just Peace, showing from right to left: His Excellency
Nayef Al-Hajraf, the Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council, Her Excellency Vjosa
Osmani, the President of Kosovo, His Excellency George Vella, the President of Malta, Mr.
Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain, His Excellency Ilir Meta, the President of Albania, HE Marzouq Al
Ghanim, the President of the Kuwaiti National Assembly, His Excellency Stjepan Mesic, the
former President of Croatia, and His Excellency Tahir Al-Masri, the former Prime Minister of

Jordan.

effective management, ongoing
planning for cultural projects, and
the establishment of regulations and
systems to ensure smooth operation.
Through his effective leadership
and personal commitment to facili-
tating its performance, he achieved
all of this, making it the most promi-
nent cultural foundation in the Arab
world. Arabs take pride in its cul-
tural achievements, which have ex-
ceeded all expectations.

Over the years, the Foundationys
journey has witnessed events of
significant impact on Arab culture.
Throughout these years, the Foun-
dation has organized eighteen cul-
tural sessions, each named after a
prominent Arab poet. These sessions
have been hosted in various Arab
and foreign countries, including
Egypt, Morocco, Algeria, Lebanon,
the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait,
Spain, France, Bosnia, and others.

Although these sessions, along with
the resulting research and publica-
tions, represent a significant cul-
tural achievement in the realm of
contemporary culture, the days have
revealed that the ambitions of its
founder have surpassed all expec-
tations. He did not content him-
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Abdulaziz Albabtain, Son of the Desert
PROUD LANDARKS AND TIMELESS LEGACIES

GLINPSES FROM IS

We do not know anyone in our contemporary
cultural life who dedicated themselves,
efforts, time, and money to Arabic poetry with
such sincerity and commitment as Abdulaziz
Saud Albabtain did for over thirty continuous

years. During this period, he founded,
without succumbing to despair or fatigue,

Edited by: Mahmoud Al-Bajjali - Researcher at the Foundation

This was especially crucial as this identity had faced
marginalization and sabotage by those who believed
that Arabic poetry had exhausted its creative potential,
both in language and music. They thought that the in-
sights of contemporary poets exceeded what could be
accommodated within the traditional structure of Arabic
poetry. According to this perspective, the possible means
for creativity involved departing from traditional Arabic
poetic meters and even going beyond, introducing am-
biguity and evasion as central elements in this genre of
poetry.

In the midst of the poetic turmoil that permeated the fab-
ric of Arab culture, the poet Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain,
may he rest in peace, realized with keen insight and
awareness that it was time to restore the appreciation
for Arabic poetry. He established his foundation, which
he described as a dream close to his heart. He carefully
chose the opportune time and place for its inception in
1989. This timing coincided with the peak of the mod-
ernist poetic wave, generating intense discussions and
debates among its supporters and opponents, as por-
trayed in cultural magazines of that era. The chosen lo-

GULTURALYJOURNEY:

the largest cultural Foundation dedicated to
Arabic poetry in 1989 in Cairo. He named it
the Abdulaziz Saud Albabtain Prize for Poetic
Creativity. At its inception and still to this day,
it remains a unique event that has restored
the value of Arabic poetry, considering it the
primary cultural identity for Arabs.
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WE SHALL CONTINUE ON THE SAME PATH

It never crossed my mind, even for a moment, that this
Forum would convene without its patron and architect,
my late father, may he rest in peace. He passed away
after a rich journey filled with contributions in various
aspects and diverse realms. He firmly believed that
working towards promoting a culture of just peace
is deserving of considerable effort, requiring the
dedication of both material and spiritual capabilities.

His objective, when he took the path of working for
peace and fostering dialogue among followers of divine
religions and between diverse cultures, was for humanity
to reject hatred, grudges, expansionist ambitions, and
revenge, urging instead for a commitment to dialogue,
understanding, and cooperation in resolving the
challenges that confront us.

Saud Abdulaziz Albabtain

He (may he rest in peace) was aware that construction

and destruction are successive in this world. Whenever Vice President of the Board of Trustees

there is construction, it will be followed by destruction,

as he mentioned in his book «Contemplations for Just

Peace.» He recognized the existence of two forces or tendencies in the world
— a positive force that builds and a negative force that destructs.

Since we are aware of the latent destructive force within people>s souls, we
must overlook it as if it does not exist and continue our construction. Despite
knowing that building is costly, requiring effort, time, and money, and
acknowledging that it may fade away, we should persist in our construction.
This persistence signifies our desire, commitment, and determination to
resist the malevolent tendency. Humanity, as it builds, struggles for survival
and continuity.

He believed (may he rest in peace) that just peace is an ongoing constructive
path that we must never deviate from. Since humanity itself is a project
that continues as long as life exists, just peace is the tool for its continuity.
Whenever destructive forces appear, we must insist on building just peace, as
it is the only guarantee for humanity>s survival, growth, and prosperity.

The act of destruction, the tendency toward destruction, and the force of
destruction can only be resisted by the opposing idea, the opposing tendency,
and the opposing force. This is what my late father believed in, dedicating his
life to it and sacrificing tirelessly to achieve it without fatigue or boredom.
He continued to work diligently until he passed away, just like Allah says in
the verse from the Holy Quran: «O reassured soul, return to your Lord, well-
pleased and pleasing [to Him], and enter among My servants and enter My
Paradise.» (Quran, 89:27-30). And indeed, on the same path, we shall continue.
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Programme
Day One: Tuesday, 20 February 2024

11:00 — 13:00 - Opening Ceremony
13:30 — 14:30 The Public Luncheon of the Forum
17:00 - 18:30 - Session One: Peace and Political Development

Session Moderator: Dr. Ali El-Din Hilal Egypt
Main Discussant: Dr. Constantinos Adamides Cyprus
W Government Management Efficiency and Development

Sir Tony Baldry The United Kingdom
Dr. Muhammad Al-Rumaihi Kuwait
Popular Participation and Development

Dr. Arben Cici Albania
Dr. Moataz Salama Egypt

19:00 - 20:30 - Session Two: Peace and Institutional Development

Session Moderator: Colonel Dr. Myszka Guzkowska The UK
Main Discussant: Dr. Saeed Al-Masri Egypt
Building Institutions and their Role in Solidifying Development
Dr. Jean-Christophe Bas France
Dr. Nahla Mahmoud Ahmed Egypt
Activating the Role of Non-Governmental Institutions in Development
Ambassador James Watt The United Kingdom
Dr. Mona Al-Maliki Saudi Arabia

Day Two: Wednesday, 21 February 2024

10:00 - 11:30 - Session Three: Peace and Social Development

Session Moderator: Dr. Rashid Al-Hamad Kuwait
Main Discussant: Dr. Mona Al-Hadidi Egypt
Ensuring Integration and Participation (Women | Youth | Minorities)
Dr. Gilda Hoxha Albania
Dr. Nevine Mossaad Egypt
Directing Development Programmes (Health | Education | Urban Development)
Dr. Gordon Sammut Malta
Dr. Anasse Bouhlal Finland

12:00 - 13:30 - Session Four: Peace and Cultural Development

Session Moderator: Dr. Ahmed Zayed Egypt
Main Discussant: Dr. Sebastian Heine Germany
The Dialectics of Heritage and Modernization

Dr. Karsten Xuereb Malta
Dr. Zuhair Tawfiq Jordan
The Problematic of the National State Concept

Dr. Juan Pedro Monferrer Sala Spain
Dr. Abdelilah Belkziz Morocco

Day Three: Thursday, 22 February 2024

10:00 - 11:30 - Session Five: Peace and Economic Development

Session Moderator: Dr. Ahmed Atigah Libya
Main Discussant: Dr. Aadila Ragab Egypt
Free-Market Economics

Dr. Julius Sen The United Kingdom
Dr. Amer Al-Tamimi Kuwait
Socialist Market Economics

Dr. Anastas Angjeli Albania
Dr. Nevila Rama Albania

12:00 - 13:30 - Experiences and Insights on the Path of Peace and
Development (Special Session)

Session Moderator: Dr. Lana Mamkegh - Jordan
Speakers:

Excellency Dr. Michael Frendo Malta
Dr. Nabil Ayad The United Kingdom
Dr. Barbara Michalak-Pikulska Poland
Dr. Ersat Hurmuzlu Turkey
Dr. Abdulhaq Azzouzi Morocco

13:30 — 14:15 - Closing Session
14:30 — 15:30 The Public Luncheon of the Forum

®
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Under the Auspices of

President EI-Sisi
Albabtain Cultural Foundation

launches the Third World Forum for the
Culture of Just Peace

With the theme “Just Peace for Development”
in Collaboration with the

Supreme Council of Culture

Three-day-sessions to affirm the desire to establish and
promote Just Peace
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