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Lebanese singer Ghada Shbeir has presented a

music concert at the end of the Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain Cultural Foundation’s fifteenth session in
Oxford.

Shbeir has performed a number of Arabic poems
some of them belongs to poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain along with other Arab poets. The Lebanese
singer was accompanied by her musical band as well
as elite of Arab composers.
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Ghada Shbeir sings Arabic poetry in Oxford
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Poetry and dialogue of civilizations

By Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain

When we established the
Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Cre-
ativity in 1989, we were aiming
to enrich the Arabic poetry move-
ment and encourage communica-
tion between poets and those who
are interested in poetry by build-
ing closer ties.

The Foundation has issued hun-
dreds of publications that include
poetry anthologies, encyclopedias
of poets and books on special oc-
casions such as the collection of
poems that was issued to honour
the Palestinian child, Mohammed
al-Dura who was killed by the Is-
raeli army during the uprising of
the Palestinian stone-throwing
children. Hundreds of poets have
contributed in this book express-
ing their feelings about this terrible
event in a response to the Founda-
tion’s invitation.

Given the close relation between
poetry and dialogue of civilizations,
as poetry partly express human
concerns wisely and deeply, the

Foundation has been involved into
poetic creativity from one side
and dialogue among civilizations,
cultures and religions from the
other side; “Al-Babtain Center for
Dialogue among Civilizations” was
established among other affiliates of
the Foundation that is now known as
“Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural
Foundation”. The conferences of the
dialogue of civilizations as well as
literary seminars are considered the
most important cultural activities of
the Foundation.

As the Foundation convenes
its fifth session in dialogue of civi-
lizations, in collaboration with the
prestigious University of Oxford,
I do welcome all the guests who
accepted our invitation and came
to share us the dream of a society
free of war and hatred, where love
and acceptance of the other prevail
as well as justice in all life aspects.
I particularly salute and express
my gratitude to the Arab nation’s
poets everywhere, because they
are the conscience of this nation,
the messengers of all noble hu-
man values. I invite them to con-
tribute into highlighting the horri-
ble tragedy that Syrians are going
through for five years, where hun-
dreds of thousands faced death
either killed or drowned, or were
displaced from their homes. Mil-
lions Syrians are wandering now
suffering from hunger and thirst,
cold and homelessness if they had
the chance and survived drowning
amid storms and waves.

The tragedy of the Kurdi
3-years-old boy Aylan, whose
body washed up on a Turkish
beach lately and his story is well-
known, has embodied the painful

humanitarian tragedy in its worst
forms as a result of injustice, cru-
elty and indifference. So I call
all poets to express their feelings
about this tragedy, and send what
they write to “Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation”
and we will issue these poems in a
special book bearing the name of
“Aylan Abdullah Kurdi”. We have
recently announced through the
Foundation’s website about this
special publication and we have
received already several poems.

I invite the Arab poets also
to participate in the “Arab Epic”
an epic poem calling for peace-
ful coexistence and non-violence.
This epic emphasizes the relation
between poetry and dialogue of
civilizations, we aim also to make
it the longest poem, to enter the
Guinness World Records’ book as
the “World’s longest poem” with
same length of verses and same
rhyme. Each poet’s name will be
written at the end of his verses
that should be not less than ten.

I have already wrote the first
verses of this epic poem and we
hope that poets contributes and
send their writings by e-mail to
the Foundation to be added to the
epic poem with the name of the
writer, and we will publish this
epic poem in a special book too.

Once again I welcome all our
distinguished guests and 1 wish
you every success. I hope that this
conference produces useful results
that will be beneficial to every-
one, in order that security, peace
and tranquility prevail all over the
world and to humanity as a whole.
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poverty and lack of investment in education

A
Dr. Azzouzi: “‘yout
have become more
influential in inter-
national relations”

Heightened perceptiveness

Sarah Abushaar, a young grad-
uvate of Harvard, told delegates,
“As we speak, a nation sinks into
the Mediterranean... It’s hard to
speak on youth, when a region’s
youth has been lost.” Ms. Abush-
aar discussed her personal search
for hope given the difficult cir-
cumstances that pervade the re-
gion. Even a Google search for
‘hope in the Middle East’ sought
to adapt the search to ‘no hope in
the Middle East’, she quipped.

Ms. Abushaar argued that the
challenge is to see “hope in the

Sarah Abushaar:
‘the challenge is
to see “hope in the
hopelessness”

hopelessness” of the current situ-
ation. “Some will argue that this
is idealism, but it is not, this is a
heightened perceptiveness,” Ms.
Abushaar argued. “To see al-
ternative routes where there are
roadblocks.” She concluded that
young people must use creativity
and an agility to navigate the con-
straints that they face.

Unacceptable waste

Professor John Gardner of Sterling
University laid out some of the “very
serious” challenges faced by youth
across the world. He focused on issues
of unemployment and youth poverty

Professor Gardner:
“Youth poverty
is higher than in

any other sector in

OECD countries”

in particular. Professor Gardner noted
that in 2013 an OECD report found
that 39m 16-29 year olds in OECD
countries were unemployed.

This is an ‘“Unacceptable
waste of human potential,” said
Professor Gardner. Youth poverty
is higher than in any other sec-
tor in OECD countries, he said.
This extends to the Middle East,
he noted, where the International
Labour Organisation reported
that 23% of young people in Arab
states are unemployed. In conclu-
sion, Professor Gardner backed
the OECD Action Plan for Youth
and its goals.
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Youth facing challenges of unemployment,

Dr. Khaled Azab of the
Alexandria Library moder-
ated the fourth panel of the
fifteenth session of the Abdu-
laziz Saud Al-Babtain Cul-
tural Foundation. The panel
explored the challenges faced
by youth in the Middle East
region and beyond.

The Moroccan academic and
intellectual Abdelhak Azzouzi be-
gan the panel by arguing that we
should not underestimate the sig-
nificant role that individuals play
in international relations. He said
that it is noteworthy that the Chi-
nese President went to visit Bill
Gates before he visited President
Obama when he visited the U.S.
Scholarship of international rela-
tions has too often downplayed
this, he said. There is a role to be
played by individuals outside of
state structures.

Dr. Azzouzi said that youth
have become more influential in
international relations,
denced by their role in the upris-
ings in 2011. But he argued that
there is a “pressing need for the
opening of the field of dialogue
to youth.” Dr. Azzouzi said that
there must also be acceptance that
the economic situation that the
youth finds itself in playing a big
part in the youth uprising.

as evi-

Political parameters

Professor Juan Cole of the
University of Michigan argued
that youth is a social category that
can be a platform for social activ-
ism. Despite this, he noted that
not all generations of youth devel-
op a political agenda. “This one
did,” he concluded. Particularly
since the Arab Spring the Arabic

term ‘Shebab’ (youth) has taken
on a political connotation, he ar-
gued. Politicians have referred to
the need to have a member of the
‘shebab’ in the Egyptian cabinet.

Professor Cole argued that
some young people in the Arab
world feel that leaders are “stand-
ing in the way of the youth’s de-
velopment.” This is manifested in
their view of issues such as high
unemployment and a lack of in-
vestment in education, he said.

Professor Cole concluded that
“a lot of the things that the youth
have set out to achieve have not
been achieved yet, but we cannot
write them off.” They have set
out political parameters that may
be translated into action when

they become leaders, he said.




Dr. Thuraya Al-
Farra: “we were
not aware of new
media dangers”

that the terms ‘Egyptian revolu-
tion” or ‘Tunisian revolution’.
This raised the question, he says,
“Who owns the narrative and the
legacy of the Arab Spring?” Once
one posts something online, it is
beyond one’s ownership and con-
trol, he said.

Reduced culture

Dr. Downey then turned to his
main thesis, arguing that images
posted on social media are being
“used as an evidentiary base rather
interrogative.” This, he explains,
allows for the creation of social
representations that reflect neo-
liberal and neo-colonial agendas.
“We are all responsible” for this,
he said. He argued that such an
agenda has had a pervasive effect
on the Middle East, leading to a
fetishization of culture that has

Dr Joseph Mifsud:
‘we should be speak-
ing about future
media trends”

“reduced ‘culture’ in the Middle
East to a political commentary.”
He also warned of the dangers of
monetization of social media “[so-
cial] sharing is about sharehold-
ers,” he concluded.

Joseph Mifsud, Director of
London Academy of Diplomacy,
quipped that the word ‘new’ me-
dia is already an anachronism, and
said that we should be speaking
about future media trends. He
focused his remarks on the rela-
tionship between new media and
globalization.

Driving force

New media has been the driv-
ing force of globalization in recent
decades, said Mr. Mifsud, who
argued that new media and glo-
balization have contributed to a
shrinking world. Mr. Mifsud said

praised the interac-
tive nature of alter-
native media

Dr. Anthony Downey:
“images posted on social
media are being “used
as an evidentiary base
rather interrogative.”

that the barriers of time and space
have effectively been reduced,
noting that the ability to comment
on events from around the world
in real time is now commonplace.
This has removed the privilege that
used to be enjoyed by few, said Mr.
Mifsud.

Mr. Mifsud argued that, “Social
media will continue to change the
way we think, act and perceive.”
Social media is responsible for
bringing out new and different as-
pects of society, said Mr. Mifsud,
emphasizing that this isn’t just
seen in revolutions but in many as-
pects of life that are less obvious.
“One of the greatest challenges
of our shared world is the under-
standing of the evolution of social
media,” he concluded.
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Understanding the evolution of «New Media and

Lebanese journalist Paula Yacoubian moderated the third panel of the fif-

teenth session of the Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation.

The

panel explored the challenges and opportunities that the development of new
media and social networks represent.

Algerian Minister of Culture
Ezzeddine Mayhoubi opened the
session offering his views on the
subject. A focus of his talk was the
impact of the use of online recruit-
ment for extremist groups. He
emphasized the potential divisive
impacts of such websites declar-
ing people “infidels,” but praised
the interactive nature of alternative
media.

Dr. Thuraya Al-Farra, a Syrian
media expert living in Moscow,
said the new media had brought a
lot of “good things.” She said that
it has provided a forum for people
to communicate and encouraged

more engagement between leaders
and citizens. Yet, she emphasized
its negative impacts: “it is also
a creature of Frankenstein.” Dr.
Al-Farra said that social media has
been imposed on the Arab world
by the West, and by America in
particular. “It has entered into our
society, but we were not aware
of its dangers,” she argued. “We
have lost the language of commu-
nication. It is called social media,
but it is not social.” The family
doesn’t gather any more, said Dr.
Al-Farra, as everyone is glued to
their own electronic devices.

Build positives

Dr. Al-Farra expressed her fears
that new media is dividing society.
She cited the popularity of violent
computer games as an example.
Dr. Al-Farra concluded by saying
that there are positives to be found
in new media, and these “need to
be built upon.”

Dr. Anthony Downey, the Brit-
ish academic and writer, addressed
what he called a “global conspira-
cy” of the collective narratives that
have been formed on social media.
He noted that the terms ‘Facebook
Revolution’ and ‘Twitter Revolu-
tion” were searched more times




Dr Khalaf: “The
scarcity of water
in the region is a
major cause for
concern”

centrated the dumping of its waste in
areas populated by Palestinians. Dr
Khalaf said that Gazans are likely to
be without water by 2020.

Dr Khalaf argued that the way
forward was for states to invest in de-
veloping their societies to tackle these
problems rather than “putting money
into the executioners’ swords or the
policemen’s truncheons... We all have
an interest. We all have an obligation.
We all have the means. All we need is
the motivation,” she concluded.

Domestic agriculture

The discussion was next broad-
ened to include a wider panel, con-
sisting of Dr. Adnan Shihab-Eldin Di-
rector General of the Kuwait Founda-
tion for the Advancement of Sciences
(KFAS); Dr. Jane Harrigan, Professor
of Economics at University of Lon-
don and Dr. Eckart Woertz, Senior re-

become ‘‘part of the
social contract” in
the MENA region”

) S I

Dr Harrigan: “re-
gional obesity cri-
sis has led to a rise
in non-communi-

search fellow at the Barcelona Centre
for International Affairs.

Dr. Harrigan focused on issues re-
lating to food security in her remarks.
She said that the MENA region faced
three major challenges in this regard.
The first related to the heavy reliance
on imported foods in the region. The
second centred around building the
capacity of domestic agriculture. The
third was related to what Dr. Harri-
gan called a “regional obesity crisis”
which has led to a rise in non-com-
municable disease.

Negative effects

Dr. Woertz echoed these com-
ments, adding that we cannot sepa-
rate issues of food security from the
wider political and economic devel-
opments in the region. Dr. Adnan
noted that food subsidies have be-
come “part of the social contract” in

cable disease

Dr Woertz: “we can-
not separate issues
of food security fro
the wider political
and economic devel-
opments”

the MENA region. He pointed out
that such policies lead to a number
of negative effects, including making
the sector less commercially attrac-
tive to farmers. Why should the Gulf
states subsidise food, he asked?

Dr. Adnan also noted that water
subsidies exacerbate these issues.
The challenge, he argued, is making
farmers interested in more produc-
tive and less water intensive prac-
tices. Not enough attention has been
devoted to developing agricultural
practices, he said.

After exploring the issues of food
and water security, the panel moved to
discuss how climate change is affect-
ing the MENA region. The panelists
agreed that this is a critical issue. Dr.
Harrigan said that there are “Many rea-
sons why climate change needs to be
taken seriously.” She argued that “it is
important that it is tackled regionally so
that we don’t see polarization.”
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“Environment and Human Development”

Professor Charles Godfray,
Head of the Zoology Department at
Oxford University moderated the
second panel of the fifteenth session
of the Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
Cultural Foundation. The panel
explored issues related to environ-
mental and human development in
the Middle East.

Dr Rima Khalaf, the Under Sec-
retary-General and Executive Secre-
tary of the UN Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia, ad-
dressed delegates to begin the panel.
Dr Khalaf said that the international
agreement reached last month on a set
of sustainable development goals was
a breakthrough. This because it signals
the adoption of a universal and cross-
cutting global approach towards sus-
tainable development, she argued.

CHANNE

Turning to her analysis of the
MENA region, Dr Khalaf explored
the range of conditions to which the
region is home: it has the resource
rich and resource poor, some of the
highest per capita incomes and some
of the lowest. It is home to despotic
regimes, and it is also home to Tuni-
sia, which just received a Nobel prize
for its civil society support for peace-
ful transition.

High levels

Dr Khalaf noted the high levels of
resource consumption in the MENA re-
gion. Saudi Arabia, the largest exporter
of oil, could be a net importer by 2030,
said Dr Khalaf. In a region where
budgets are often primarily based on
oil this could have a major impact on
rentier state models, she argued.

Dr Khalaf said that the scarcity of
water in the region is a major cause
for concern. She noted that a drought
in Syria 2006-11 led many to aban-
don their rural homes to move to the
cities. This has been argued by some
to be a factor in the rise of protests
in Syria in 2011. “No one Arab coun-
try can deal with water scarcity,” said
Dr. Khalaf. “Almost every Arab state
relies on rivers or aquifers that are
shared with its neighbours,” she said.

Dr Khalaf next turned her remarks
to issues of human security. An Arab
is 30 times more likely to be a refu-
gee than anyone else, she argued.
This makes the population vulnerable
to exploitation. Such exploitation is
present in Palestine, said Dr Khalaf.
She asserted that Israel illegally di-
verts Palestinian water and has con-




Lebanse Prime Min-
ister Fouad Siniora
drew a sharp distinc-
ion between reaction
in Europe and in the
MENA to this crisis.

on its own.” Mr Frendo echoed Mr
Siniora’s conclusion that “We have to
solve and address the crisis in Syria,
this is the only way the [refugee] cri-
sis will stop.”

Mr Frendo also highlighted the
importance of tackling economic
migration. He suggested that more
could be done to help improve the
lives of those migrants and therefore
reducing their incentives to migrate.
He also suggested that quotas could
be introduced for the acceptance of
economic migrants.

International community

Dr. Hazim Al-Naser, Jordanian
Minister of Water and Irrigation, said
that Jordan had opened its doors for
Syrians from day one. He stressed
that, with the exception of a few na-
tions, Jordan isn’t receiving the aid

Speker of Malta’s
Parliament Michael
Frendo highlighted

the importance of

tackling economic mi-

gration

it requires to respond to the refugee
crisis. He said that the Jordanian
government’s response plan is only
23% funded by the international
community. He argued that the brunt
of this shortfall has been felt by the
refugees, and that this has been a fac-
tor in some people’s decision to travel
onward to Europe.

Mr Al-Naser called for the estab-
lishment of country funds for the af-
fected states in the Middle East. The
international community should not
walk away from its responsibilities:
“We cannot continue in haphazard
mode,” he concluded.

More aid

Mr. Filippo Grandi, the former
Commissioner-General and UN Un-
der Secretary-General of UNRWA,
said that refugees are a signal of the

UNRWA Secretary
General Filipo Grandi
noted that “Refugees’

problems are as pro-
tracted as the wars that
they are fleeing”

Jordanian Minister
Hazim Al-Naser:
‘“We cannot
continue in haphaz-
ard mode”

failure of politics. Europe is now
close to many crises, and each of
these cause displacement of a violent
nature, he noted. The movement of
refugees to Europe has meant that the
impacts of these crises have become
more visible.

Mr Grandi said that the interna-
tional mechanisms that were forged
in the 1940’s to deal with the world’s
problems have become insufficient.
He argued for more collaborative
responses, and on that note, he said
that a new burden sharing agreement
has to be found to tackle the refugee
crisis. “Refugees’ problems are as
protracted as the wars that they are
fleeing,” he noted. He advocated in-
ternational solidarity and the neces-
sity for nations to uphold the right of
asylum, as well as emphasizing the
importance of giving more aid.

9
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The first session explored the global “refugeg crisis”

Former GCC Secretary Dr Abdullah
Bishara moderated the first panel of the
fifteenth session of the Abdelaziz Saud
Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation. The
session explored the global refugee crisis
and the response of international institu-
tions.

In his remarks, former Lebanese
Prime Minister, Fouad Siniora drew
a sharp distinction between the re-
actions in Europe and in the Middle
East to the refugee crisis. Mr Siniora
noted that the numbers of refugees
that have entered Europe represent
only a small fraction of those in Leba-
non, Iraq, Jordan and Turkey. He said
that while Arabs form only 5% of the
world’s population, they account for
50% of the world’s refugees.

A better tomorrow

Mr Siniora said that for too long
we have shied away from tackling the
roots and causes of problems in the
Middle East. He cited the failure to
resolve the Palestinian-Israeli crisis
and the war in Syria as clear exam-
ples. Instead, he argued, we are deal-
ing with symptoms of these underly-
ing causes, such as extremism. “It is
high time that we all face the truth...
in order to lay the ground work for
a better tomorrow,” Mr Siniora said.

To tackle the refugee crisis, he
concluded, there first needs to be a
final and fair settlement of Arab-Is-
raeli conflict as well as the conflict in
Syria. He also argued that Iranian ac-
tivities need to be curbed, as they are

destabilizing countries such as Iraq.
Finally, Mr Siniora argued that Arab
economic integration was required to
improve the quality of life of the re-
gion’s citizens.

Economic migrants

Former Foreign Secretary of Mal-
ta, Mr Michael Frendo told delegates
that we should be careful not to mix
economic migration with refugees.
“For too long, this distinction has
been blurred,” he said.

Mr Frendo called for clear and
concerted action by the international
community to tackle the refugee cri-
sis. “We have formulated too many
ad hoc measures for too long,” he ar-
gued. “This issue will not go away
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A shot of the opening with former Secretary
General of the Arab League Mr Amr Moussa
and Jordanian Minister Hazim Al-Naser

The Minister of Culture of
Azerbaijan, conveyed his coun-
try’s support for the Babtain
Foundation, stating Azerbaijan’s
goal to “build a safer and more
secure and prosperous world.”
He noted that Azerbaijain has en-
joyed peaceful coexistence among
Christians, Muslims and Jews for
centuries. These religions have
prospered because of the age-old
values of tolerance of the Azerbai-
jani people, he said, but also be-
cause of the efforts of the Govern-
ment to enable this environment
and to guard against extremism.
The Minister also took the oppor-
tunity to announce that Azerbaijan
has agreed to support the 7th fo-
rum of the UN Alliance of Civili-
zations in April 2016.

Professor Avi Schlaim re-
ceived an award from the Babtain
Foundation on behalf of Professor
Noam Chomsky, who conveyed
his apologies for being unable to
attend in person.

A documentary honoring His Highness Amir of Kuwait : A Humanitarian Leader

™



“Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation”

Historian Avi Slaim after receiving an award
on behalf of Professor Noam Chomsky

Culture of peace

The former president of Tur-
key, Mr Abdullah Giil, said that
the “culture of peace” that this
meeting represents, is some-
thing that “we need now more
than ever.” Mr Giil focused his
remarks on the growing trends
of economic inequality, lack of
transparency and accountability
in the world today. We are wit-
nessing the consequences of the
political and ideological conse-
quences of inequality, he argued.
Mr Giil said that transparency is
also required on the international
level, as recent scandals in the
global management of football
and the automotive industry has
illustrated. He noted that the need
for greater transparency is also
shown in the UN, where reform
of the UN Security Council is yet
to take place.

Mr Giil said that he could not
hide his frustration at the failure
of the major powers to find solu-
tions to ongoing conflicts, such as
in Syria. He said that there was
a “lack of compassion and atten-

Nadia Turki Master of the Ceremonies

tion for humanitarian support to
refugees” impacted by the Syrian
crisis. Mr Gill cited a recent UNI-
CEF report that detailed the long-
term destructive consequences of
the Syrian conflict, highlighting
its potential to create a ‘lost gen-
eration’ of young people. He not-
ed that people across the world, at
all levels, were no longer willing
to hide their frustrations, and that
the world must come together to
begin to tackle the pervasive long-
term impact of conflicts in the
Middle East and beyond.

Global challenges

In his opening remarks, Nassir
al-Nasser, UN High Representa-
tive for the Alliance of Civiliza-
tions, said that our world is both
in “progress and in crisis”. Social
media is a good example of this,
he noted. Mr Nasser said that in
recent weeks the UN was able to
reach 6 million with a single Twit-
ter ‘hashtag’ to inform people of
important concepts such as in-
clusivity. But he also argued that
there is a “dark side” to social me-
dia, as it is also being “highjacked

Professor Rawlins Pro-vice Chancellor of the
University of Oxford

by terrorist organisations.” Such
challenges are global in nature, he
said, and can only be tackled to-
gether. This meeting comes at a
poignant moment in this regard, as
it comes on the anniversary of the
entry into force of the UN charter.
Mr al-Nasser emphasized.

The conference heard a mes-
sage conveyed by a representative
of Mr Nabil al-Arabi, Secretary
General of the Arab League. In
the statement, Mr al-Arabi said
inter-cultural dialogue is of great
importance, and such gatherings
are crucial in terms of “tackling
and addressing the world’s com-
mon challenges.”

Safer world

A message of support for the
conference was also conveyed
from the Cardinal Secretary of
State Pietro Parolin who ex-
pressed the “cordial greetings” of
Pope Francis to this “important
gathering, which seeks to foster a
deeper sense of solidarity... and a
more fraternal society.”




region, where humanity meets,”
he told them. “We are shocked by
the divisions that we suffer from,
between East and West, between
South and North.” Mr Al-Babtain
set out the aims of the conference
and argued that, “Nobody is safe
from the problems of others. If
we are not able to find answers
and solutions together, we will fail
to build a future where everybody
enjoys freedom and dignity.” In
his comments, he noted that “ter-
rorism has no religion, it thrives
upon injustice and inequality. We
must deal with this by dealing
with at its roots and not through
its fruits.”

Honoring Amir of Kuwait

Mr Al-Babtain recognized
the contribution to humanitar-
ian causes of His Highness Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber

Chairman of the Foundati(;n Abdulaziz Al-Babtain

Al-Sabah, leader of Kuwait. This
was reflected in the UN award of
the status “Humanitarian Leader,”
for His Highness’ generous ef-
forts in supporting people in need
around the world. The Chairman
of the Foundation celebrates His

Former President of Turkey Abdullah Giil

Highness the Amir of Kuwait in
this Session by issuing a book
in three languages documenting
the humanitarian side of Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah. A
short about the Amir of Kuwait
documentary was displayed also.

The Pro Vice Chancellor of University of Oxford with the Director of the Middle East Centre,
Mr Nassir al-Nasser and Dr Mohammed Sabah al-Salem
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“Challenges of a Shared World,” The Fifteenth
session of the Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation opens in Oxford

@ The opening included 7 speeches and a documentary honoring HH Amir of Kuwait
@ President Abdullah Giil: “we need “culture of peace” now more than ever”

@ Abdulaziz Al-Babtain: “We are all of one region, where humanity meets”

@ Pope Francis sent cordial greetings and a letter inviting to “a more fraternal society”
@ UN High Representative, Nassir AL- Nasser: “our world is both in progress and in crisis”

by Timothy Eaton

Delegates gathered in Oxford
on Saturday 24th October for the
opening of the Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain  Cultural Founda-
tion’s fifteenth session, entitled

“Challenges of a Shared World.”
Professor Nicholas Rawlins, the
Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Oxford
University, welcomed the del-
egates, who have gathered from
across the world, and praised the

aims of the conference.---

The Chairman of the Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foun-
dation, poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain, welcomed his distin-
guished guests. “We are all of one
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This is only part of the solution...not all

Written by Abdulrahman Kahled Al-Babtain*

It is not the first time that Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation
shows interest in a humanitarian issue. This time, however, the Foundation is
shedding more light on one of the most important and controversial problems
facing the world conscience today. Maybe it is the first time that the conference
happens to be international, as the case in question is of a universal nature, not
limited by geography, and as the chairman of the Foundation, Poet Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain believes that our cause today is not an Arab one, its effects
rather extend to the remotest spot in this world, and might leave some imprints.

The refugees problem, which the 15th Session discusses, is not exclusively
confined to the humanitarian issue, despite the fact that it is certainly the issue that
is drawing the most concern, yet, there are as well other issues, not less important.
There are big demographic variables today that will change the features and shapes
of states. We cannot ignore the role of some European countries, including the
statements made by British Prime Minister David Cameron last September, that he
will receive refugees. So did other states, such as Germany, Austria, netherlands
and others, which is of course, something we see as comforting and putting
feelings at ease. Receiving and sheltering refugees, however, is a temporary cure
and timely pain remover, as the refugees will undoubtedly acquire a safe and
decent life in these Western states, where human rights laws are renowned. The
question still is what about the wars currently waged in the refugees” homelands?,
what about the homelessness that befell each family?, what about the homes they
were displaced from?, to whom would their homelands belong now? and what is
the fate of all those bright minds and qualified people that have been lost?

That’s why the perfect solution would be through efforts to put the wars fire
off in those countries, finishing off the killing, ceasing destruction and rebuilding
what those bloody wars have destroyed. This step maybe more difficult than
aiding and sheltering the refugees, but it is more fruitful, as we would then be
handling the problem down from the roots rather than from the branches.

We say that because the West is a super power today, with influence on the
decision makers, and those sides concerned can offer practical initiatives under
the UN umbrella, and this did happen before in many conflicts that erupted
throughout the world.

Europe went through two destructive world wars, and has realized how
tragic it is for man to become a refugee with no homeland left. Great Britain has
particularly suffered this pain. That’s why, we are bringing pages of this tragedy
here, through this elite of intellectuals, academics, well-cultured and media
figures for us all to stand together in thoughts against the war, extremism and
terrorism, regardless of its source. Now, if we succeed, we will all be safe in our
homelands, hence the title of this conference is: “Challenges of a Shared World”.

*Secretary General of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foundation
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Abdulaziz Saud Al
Baotain Cultural
Foundation brings
East and West together
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