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Statement regarding the
‘Poetry Towards Peaceful Coexistence Forum’
Dubai 16-18 October 2011

The ‘Poetry Towards Peaceful Coexistence’ Forum was organized by
the Foundation for Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativ-
ity with the attendance of an elite group of poets, writers, and intellectu-
als from five continents. They presented extremely deep research papers
regarding poetry and the coexistence of the human race, and affirmed
after their assessment of world affairs that we are in a pivotal and hard-
changing moment, which is evident by the Arab uprisings and national
crises in the political, social, and economic sphere. These crises could
lead us down a dangerous path towards violent outcomes and clashes
between people.

The participants affirm that humanity cannot move forward except
through a peace built on justice and love and understanding between cul-
tures and people. This is a specific message of Arabic poetry, similar to
the poetry of the rest of the world. The dialogue of civilizations and cul-
tures and the understanding of the other are the tools that will allow us to
transcend the troubles we are facing in the political and economic sphere.

With this in mind, the participants of the Forum have come to the con-
clusion that the importance of peace, justice, cooperation, as well as the
importance of constructive dialogue are the keys to solving the structural
crises facing the human race in the beginning of the second decade of
the 21st century. It is a cooperation that takes into account the interests
and hopes of nations, and also takes into account the human dimension,
without insult or spite, which all the religions of the world are calling
for, as does the pure Islamic faith. The participants ask the political and
economic leaders, heads of civil cooperatives, and the youth, who are
ever the architects of the future, to make peace, cooperation, and under-
standing in the framework of society in order for humanity to avoid the
evils that surround us. This is the resorting to violence in order to solve
the problems we are facing on the national, regional, and global level.

The participants see that human freedom is a vital part of national free-
dom, for the two complement and complete each other. For freedom can-
not thrive without an understanding of the other’s thoughts and concerns.
This allows for the realm of freedom to widen and deepen, and allows
for an inclusion of all who strive for justice and peace, so humanity can
be elevated.

The economic, political, and social dangers facing the world are real
problems that have emerged since the beginning of the 21st century all
over the world, and specifically in the Arab Orient. The time has come
for all who have consciences to raise their voices loudly and affirm that
the path to tomorrow be one paved with the flowers of understanding
and not the barrels of guns. The respect to the dignity of humanity that
God has emphasized is the way to achieve a state of safety, justice, and
acceptance for all.

Al salam alaykum wa rahmatullahu wabarakatu
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tion and the loneliness endured
by the stranger, linguistically,
culturally and emotionally. Faw-
zi Malouf addresses his nation to
take pride in the National Asso-
ciation that was achieved through
classical Arabic in the poem “The
Aspirations of Migrants”, while
the poetry Gibran Khalil Gibran
was devoid of these remnant
emotions and the sense of deep
alienation from lands of strange
customs and cultures. Perhaps
the reason for that is due to what
we achieved in the lifespan of
American cultural through pres-
ence and building a comprehen-
sive human vision that deals with
the issue of identity. However,
when Mikhail Naeema conveyed
Gibran’s words, he did not dispel
this belief of wishing and long-
ing to return to Lebanon and to
his hometown after such a long
absence, in addition to the book
“The Prophet™.

Following on from this, Dr.
Suad Abdulwahab, from Kuwait,
presented her paper on the pres-
ence of the modern Arabic poetry
city, which highlighted the issue
that the city in poetry is scarce in
the literature world. This is also
the case in Arabic literature, in
spite of the large number of po-
ems that deal with this issue and
differ in its opinions, whether be-
ing praise that considers the city
a civilized and advanced unity in
society that promises closer and
more organized beauty and inte-
gration, or slander, which con-
siders the city to have created a
complex life, the nature of evil,
lost individuality and freedom.

She added that the general city
is a valid subject in the poem, in
this day and age especially, for
more than one reason. The poets
visions of the city in Kuwait dif-
fer to those elsewhere, depend-
ing on the age of the poet and the
location of the city, that the phe-
nomenon of Kuwaiti poets and
their poems about the city has its
specific extensions, perhaps un-
paralleled, objectively speaking,
in modern Arabic poetry, as will
be illustrated.

Dr. Suad, who is chief editor
of Human Sciences Magazine,
identified four types of cities

that the Kuwait poets addressed
because they loved them or they
cursed them for their disadvan-
tages and they are: the city of the
nation, the city fun, the dream
city and the nightmare city.
Concluding the third session,
Dr. Yousef Nowfal of Egypt
presented a paper on the vision
of the other in universal human
models in modern Arabic poetry,
which he said was a contempo-
rary concept of “the other” to the

Hence, we have seen the fea-
tures of multiple personalities
and titles, including what we saw
in Abdulrahman Sharkawi in his
“A Letter from an Egyptian Fa-
ther to the U.S. President”, (Tru-
man), and “A Letter to Johnson”,
but also with Farouk Jweideh
in his “A Letter to Bush from a
Muslim Girl in Bosnia.” Farouk
Shousha also addresses this in
“From an Egyptian Citizen to
President Bush”. Mr. Yousef
added you could restrict the im-
ages to eight axes: inspired by
the global humanitarian form, on
the level of the literate, or artist,
or musician, or thinker, inspired
by models of resistance and the
search for freedom and liberty
for world models, evoke the form
of symbolic aggression of coloni-
alism and hegemony, emotional
calling, traveling through history,
resorting to the past, escaping,
or traveling to the mythological,
the other’s opinion of the Zionist
message and the metaphor of art
heritage.

The second half of the session
was chaired by Dr. Abdullah Al-
Mohanna and three researches
were presented including:

° Comparative Literature
and Issues of Mutual Influence
e Translation of Poetry:

Adventure and Exchange

. Migration of Poetry...
Poets’ Travels Between the East
and the West

Among the contributors of
the session were Dr. Ahmed Dar-
wish, Jouko Skinnari, Dr. Za-
hra Hussein, Dr. Marton Falusi,
Mahmoud Al-Rabaei and Neil
Astley.

From America to the
Comoros...The World
Speaks the Language

of Poetry

Danish poet Neils Hav

The Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain held
its afternoon poetry session on the second day of the
“Poetry for Peaceful Coexistence”, corresponding to
Monday, 17/10/2011, in Dubai. It was held with poetic
sounds souring through the skies of humanity, justice,
brotherhood and love in spite of various roots, stripes,
creeds, religions, cultures and nationalities present.
Several poets participated in the afternoon session from
the Comoros, India, America, Tunisia, Algeria, Kuwait,
Iraq and Egypt and hundreds of an array of guests at-
tended as well.

The session was opened by Dr. Khalid Al-Shayji,
who welcomed the poets and the attendees and praised
the organization>s sponsor and owner poet Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain. He also praised the city of Dubai for
hosting this event and commended the notion of poetry
and its value in cultural language of a basic humanitar-
ian desire.

The presence of these distinguished poets and their
poetic deliverance was remarkable, especially the
young Kuwaiti poet Dalal Saleh Al-Baroudi, who pro-
vided a beautiful and expressive performance, particu-
larly when she recited her poem “Sarcastic Kohl”.

The presenter of the second session (the evening
poetry reading), poet Maysoon Abu Bakr, thanked the
poets and the guests for their great attendance and com-
mended the role of the Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain and the role of the Chairman of the Board
of Trustees poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain for their in-
terest in poetry and poets and in supporting cultural and
educational institutions all over the world.
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The Poetry Forum Examines the Image
of the Other in Modern Arabic Poetry

Hada Sarhan and Essam Al-Deek

The Poetry for Peaceful Coexistence
Forum, organized by the Foundation of
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain and held in
Dubai continued to preview the “Image
of the Other in Modern Arabic Poetry.” A
number of researchers from Jordan, Ku-
wait, Egypt participated in the session and
a large gathering of poets, researchers and
media personalities attended.

During the third session, which was
chaired by the professor and psychiatrist
Dr. Rafia Ghabash from the United Arab
Emirates, the critic and scholar Fakhri
Saleh from Jordan, presented a research
titled “Alienation and Belonging in the
Poetry of the American Immigrant.” The
paper discussed Diasporic poetry and how
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it employed the relationship between the
immigrant poet and his homeland on the
one hand, and the Diaspora or an adopted
new home for the benefit of the mother-
land on the other hand.

He said the movement of Diasporic po-
etry and literature is the fruit of one of the
major Syrian-Lebanese displacements in
the new world; North and South Ameri-
can. Moreover, it produced currents repre-
sented in the Pen League and the Andalu-
sia League, which significantly impacted
the development of the modern Arab poem
and it carried that poetry to the twentieth
century with the effects of English and
American romance. Despite this, the po-
ets of these two currents did not relinquish
their cultural and poetic vision and thought
of their homeland despite their physical

separation.

The critic Fakhri added that poets en-
dured new, harsh experiences and suffered
from longing and nostalgia for the home-
land, a completely different experience to
what they were accustomed to. They felt a
need to express their inner world and we
find in the poem by Elias Farhat “A Life of
Hardships” that he reveals the state of the
immigrant Arab who resorted the coun-
try’s demand for living or the escape from
injustice and oppression. In addition, the
poet Nassib Oraydha declares in his poem
“The Immigrant” a tear between the two
lands that is distributed between belonging
to the two worlds and the two cultures. As
for Rashid Salim Khoury in his poem “A
Strange Complaint”, he describes the dis-
tance from the homelands and its separa-
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The State of Poetry

«This forum is trying to say that poetry is the solution to the worldss
problems, and that the virtuous city will not exist unless the poets
come back to it, it is founded on poetry.»

The Sudanese poet Rawda Al-Haaj introduced her self with this idea
during the opening ceremonies of the «Poetry Towards Peaceful
Coexistence» Forum held in Dubai on Sunday 16/10/2011. With this
spirit she presented her idea to instill the sensitive soul with questions
full of comfort. Perhaps, in order to encourage the soul to reexamine
the framework of poetic life that poets erect with a smile and a tear.
This allows for us to travel farther and deeper than any passport
could ever take us.

There have been many ideas across history, but I attest that an idea is
born from the womb of necessity, and necessity will always escape
us if problems did not force them to come up with solutions. Think
of the artist who drew an airplane before the airplane was invented
by 500 years, and from that dream we were inspired. For a painting
s just a painting, colors on a canvas, and will always remain so to
the artist, but its reality is quite different to the plane>s manufacturer
as Ms. Rawdas touching speech will one day preempt a poetic
revolution that will be decided one in the depths of our hearts, based
on a common word, titled love, brotherhood, justice, and concluding
with loyalty, belonging, and the spirit of the message.

The inventions that we hold in our hands, all that we own from tradition
and modernity, was preempted by an idea, for if the idea that Ms.
Rawda bequeathed to this forum works towards instituting a nation
of poetry without borders, without spaces that are not convincing and
lack in respect. This is because of the urgent necessity for the hidden
depths of human emotion and the need to rise to greater heights, and
also especially because the priorities of civilized man seemingly
consist of tyranny, despair, blood, and death. I hope we admit that
during this conference, an idea we find for ourselves is the title of a
case.

Essam Al-Deek
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Moments from the Forum
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Dr. Abdullah Al-Mohanna & Dr. Adnan Altoma

‘__,Agb Aalwig damdl sudiy
Osama Fihmi & Ambassador Rashid Al-Hamad

ol alllise . 39 (i e &l

Dr. Abdullah Al-Tattawi & President Haris Silajdic

Slaadatl usl o pluecd! aesi. s

Dr. Ahmad Al-Samdan chairs the session
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Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain, Mr. Ammar Al-Hakim & Dr. Rashid Al-Hamad Attending participants
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