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Musical Concert

For over an hour, the Grand Ballroom at the Crowne Plaza
Hotel was packed with a large number of aficionados and
virtuosos of fine art...

The gifted and brilliant Ghada Chbeir sang an array of traditional
and heritage songs as well as some forms of modern poetry.
Her beautiful voice powered throughout the hall; surrounding
the privileged audience with pure tones of seemingly effortless
expertise. Her performance demanded admiration and applause
well received.

The songs she serenaded included the Night Moon, The
Departure of the Years, Singer of the Melodies, Oh Dawn,
When You Overlook Us, My Darling Come Follow Me, When
Will You Know When, Tender Beauty, You and I and Love, and
Appeal.
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Signing the Al-Babtain Professorship for Arab Civilization agreement with the

University of Nice, France

«asolull Ginleillyalvo joidh woilo

With the head of Euro-Mediterranean University

ibers of the European Union in his Diwaniya

-

Fae

& Pl

With the President of the International Academy for
Poetry and Vice President of the Euro-Mediterranean University

.
.
 e—

- .

ith the Dean of the Uniersity of East Anglia in London

European Parliament in Brussels in June. He also
received an invitation from the President of the
Euro-Mediterranean University Joseph Mafsood
to attend the University’s General Assembly to be
held in Lisbon, Portugal on the 25" of November.
The heads of the Euro-Mediterranean University
will be attending the meeting, which will be held in
the presence of the honorary guest Mr. Jose Manuel
Barroso, the President of the European Commission.
An agreement for the Al-Babtain Professorship for
Arab Civilization at the University of Nice was also
signed during the meeting. The agreement was signed
between Mr. Abdulaziz and the Dean of the Faculty
of Arts in Nice who represented the President of the
University. A cooperation agreement was also signed
with the International Academy for Poetry regarding
the World Poetry Day and Collective Poems, which
is sponsored by the Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain. The final agreement that was signed
was with the Dean of the University of East Anglia
in London to embark on implementing an Arabic
language program specializing in Arab cultural
dialogue, which is set to start in November.

Finally, Mr. Abdulaziz commended the attendees
on the role of their European Institutions and he
expressed great enthusiasm towards this cooperation
with the programs of dialogue of cultures and
supporting Arab culture in Europe.
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With the Dean of the Faculty of Science in Nice, France Signing the cooperation agreement with the International Academy of Poetry

The President of the Foundation Meets Mc¢

The President of the Foundation, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain yesterday met with a handful of members in the
European Union, who have specifically come to discuss
ways of boosting cooperation between several European
institutions and the Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain. Those attending the meeting included the First
Vice President of the European Parliament Giovanni
Pittella, President of the Euro-Mediterranean University
in the European Union Joseph Mafsood and his deputy
Tohami Al-Abdouly, President of the International
Academy of Poetry in Verona Giorgio Pasqua, Dean of
the Faculty of Arts in Nice Jean-Yves Boursier and his
Vice-Chair Christine Benedetto, Dean of the Faculty
of Science in Nice Frederic Vidal and Dean of the
University of East Anglia in London Richard Harvey.
Also attending the meeting was Maria Ponce de Leon
from Temple University in Italy, who is the Foundation’s
representative for the Catalo Prize Committee at the
International Academy Poetry.

During the discussions, Mr. Giovanni Pittella, the First
Vice President of the European Parliament, attention was
mainly focused on ways to establish the Arab-European
Institute in Rome with the Zefiro Foundation, under
the supervision of the European Parliament. The team,
represented by both the Europeans and Arabs, are set to
begin work in establishing the mechanisms.

Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain then extended an
invitation to attend a lecture on cultural dialogue at the

With the Dean of the Faculty of Arts in Nice, France
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CROSSING THE BORDERS
THROUGH POETRY

XHEVAT LLOSHI
(Tirana, Albania)

Albanian poetry has a privilege, and a
singularity. The privilege is that it is devel-
oped in a part of the world where one of the
most ancient forms of poetry was born. In the
folklore even in our days mythological mo-
tifs of the Homeric times are still alive. The
short poem Constantin and Doruntine tells
the story of a young girl sent to be married
in a very far country. Her mother accepted
this because the brother, Constantin, gave her
the word of honor that whenever the mother
would be longing for her daughter, he would
bring the sister from that distant country.
But Constantin died too early. The mother
blamed him because she now could not any
more see her daughter, and she deeply missed
her. Constantin got out of the grave, went to
his sister, and on a horse brought her to the
yearning mother. They instantly died at the
moment when they realized that it was the
dead brother that brought the sister home, and
after that he went back to his grave.

It is a poem on the crossing of the bor-
der between life and death. The most emi-
nent Albanian writer Ismail Kadare wrote a
marvelous novel based on this subject. And
he enlarged the idea of every human being
keenly wishing to meet once more a lost dear
person, but irreparably obstructed by the di-
viding line between life and death. It is pre-
cisely in the poetry, like in the dreams, that
this line can be crossed over.

This was the privilege. And the singu-
larity is that the Albanian poetry was born
not in itself, as an inner development, or as
a continuation in the written form of the oral
poetry. Albanian versification emerged from
the close contact with the poetry of neighbor
countries, and in many cases under the pen of
poets living outside Albania.

A very specific trend flourished in the
18th and 19th centuries under the influence
of the Oriental poetry. We can say that there
was a true Albanian Aljamiado, a vernacular
literature in Arab writing, and strongly based
on the Islamic culture. There were present
all forms of the Oriental poetry — divan, mu-
raba’, ilah, qaside, ghazal. The most striking
thing is that through this production the Al-

banians became familiar with the creations
of the famous Oriental authors, like Firdausi,
Roumi, Fuzili, Suleiman Celebi, Ziyauddin
Nahhshabi, Jaimi, Al-Busiri.

On the other hand, among the Albani-
ans established in Italy from the 15th century,
the poetry in Albanian language appeared
during the 19th century in close connection
with Italian literary developments. Many
works were written in both languages — Ital-
ian and Albanian. The first long poem pub-
lished by Jeronim De Rada in 1836 under the
title Songs of Milosao, had an Italian subti-
tle Poesie albanesi del secolo XV. Canti di
Milosao, figlio del despota di Scutari. After
reading this poem the French poet Alphonse
de Lamartine (1790-1869) wrote to De Rada
congratulating him, and added: “La poésie
est née sur les rivages de votre pays et elle
doit y retourner.” These somewhat prophetic
words became a reality during the Albanian
Renaissance movement in the second part of
the 19th century.

It is clear from these very limited data
that the poetry crossed all the borders from
East to the West bringing to the Albanians the
life and the inspirations of other peoples of
the world even during the long centuries of
Ottoman domination. There were fierce wars
between nations, nevertheless, in poetry there
were friendly encounters, singing to the same
joys and sorrows, to love and beauty, to suf-
ferings and exaltations, to pain and belief.

The Albanian national poet Naim Fra-
sheri (1846-1900) at the very beginning of
his creative work wrote two short poems on
the mission of the poet. Following the best
tradition from the Monumentum by Quintus
Horatius to the Pamyatnik by the Russian
A. Pushkin, he borrowed two images from
the Oriental poetry, the image of the candle
and the flute. The burning candle is the light
emanated by the poet to transmit the knowl-
edge, and love. At the same time, the poet is
the transmitter of the universal feeling, he is
the conductor of the passion, the beauty, and
the taste present in everything existing in the
Universe, he is the embodiment of the spark
inside the human being from the very mo-

ment of the creation. This universal character
of the poetry, crossing over every obstacle,
gives the sound base to the co-existence of all
the parties of the world.

After the independence of this country
in 1912 the two most important poets were
Poradeci and Migjeni. Lasgush Poradeci
(1899-1987) remains the greatest lyric poet
of Albania. His two collection bear the titles
The Star of the Heart and The Dance of the
Stars. He was in search of the metaphysics
of the creative harmony. The heavens and
the stars are over all of us, and for all of us.
The poet requests to raise the head, to look at
them, and to feel how unique, and equal, and
common is the life for all of us. Differently
from him, Migjeni (1911-1938) was the poet
of human sufferings. A drop of tear rolls from
the cheeks, falls down on the earth, and crum-
bles in tiny pieces, from which human beings
are born. But at the same time he wrote a
Song of the Youth, in which he launches the
appeal: “Keep laughing, o Youth, the world
is yours.” After the discrediting of the politi-
cal slogans addressed to all nations, the poets
still are appealing to the whole world, to all
mankind for a better life regardless of differ-
ences, prejudices, hatred, contempt, intoler-
ance. And with their creations they contribute
to a better life, to the mutual comprehension,
and to the closer communication. Poetry is
the best communication, because it is the
deepest communication, not a simple channel
transmitting sounds and images, but a trans-
fer awakening sound and images inside us.

Even during the long decades of the to-
talitarian regime in Albania the poetry didn’t
interrupt its efforts to communicate with the
other cultures. In a summary way I could say
that on the example of Ismail Kadare’s work
there was present a call to the Greater World:
Don’t abandon us! Twenty years now from
the regained liberty of relations with other
peoples, we look for the Albanian poetry to
be better known, not as a creativity of a small
nation, but as the part of the contribution by
poetry to a closer mutual understanding as
a preliminary for a peaceful and fruitful co-
existence.
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The Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativity held
its second session of the Dubai Forum,
entitled “Poetry for Peaceful Coexist-
ence.”

The session kicked off at 10:00 am
on Monday, 17 October, 2011, and the
meeting was chaired by Dr. Mohammed
Al-Rumaihi. The session was titled the
Image of the East in World Poetry and
a total of six researches were presented
during the session, including:

1.  The Image of the East in Eng-
lish Poetry by Dr. Jim Watt

2.  The Presence of the East in
French Poetry by Dr. Jean-Claude Villain

3. The Presence of the East in
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Spanish Poetry by Dr. Juan Pedro Sala

4.  The Image of the Other in Rus-
sian Poetry by Dr. Natalia Kylmannen

5.  Arab Creativity as a Source of
Inspiration for Polish Poets by Dr. Bar-
bara Mikhalak

6.  The East...An Inside View by
Dr. Waddah Al-Khatib

After the researchers presented their
papers, discussions were held at the end
of the session in which participants and
guests were able to comment or ask the
professors questions. Those participants
included Dr. Mustafa Maher, Dr. Ali Okla
Orsan, Dr. Xhevat LLoshi, Dr. Nasra Jad-
doa’, Dr. Ahmed Darwish, Dr. Nader
Al-Jallad, Dr. Saeed Yaqteen, Dr. Nabil
Al-Mahich, Dr. Khaled Lazaar and poet
Karpal Singh.

The Forum’s first poetry session was
held at 12:30pm yesterday afternoon and
it spanned over one hour and a half. It in-
cluded the participation of some promi-
nent poets from all over the world.

The order in which they presented
their poetry was as follows:

Fares Harram (Iraq)
Yasser Anwar (Egypt)

Kirpul Singh (Singapore)
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Dalal Al-Baroud (Kuwait)
Brian Turner (USA)

Omar Annaz (Iraq)

Hanin Omar (Algeria)

Jeet Thayil (India)

Al-Munsef Al-Mizghanni (Tunisia)
Hussein Qasid (Iraq)

The session was moderated by Dr.
Khaled Al-Shayji.
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Introduction

In this defining moment in human history, the imagination of
the soul of the faithful have started to question the dreamer: Can
poetry triumph in achieving common understanding and peaceful
coexistence among people of different cultures, ethnic backgrounds
and religions.

This question needs to be answered with the criteria of the concerted
efforts of many individuals and institutions that are privileged to
have a sincere desire to accomplish a partnership based on mutual
respect, the acceptance of others and share common concerns for the
human race.

Devoid of unfairness and bias, when discussing this context, we
must refer to the efforts of many Arab organizations, notably the
Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Prize for Poetic Creativity,
which was at the forefront of alerting to the necessity of meeting and
understanding the other through open communication. This necessity
was initiated through a series of forums that began in Cordoba in 2004
and was continued in Paris in 2006, then Kuwait in 2008 and Sarajevo
last year in 2010. When holding these sessions, the Foundation aims
to boost Arab-Western dialogue through special multiple axes and
it seeks to discover the different and recombinant alike in order to
establish a base for a desired, well-established human coexistence.
The efforts exerted by the Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
may be realized by virtue of its long experience; the ability of poetry
to take on different shapes, each one affecting the other as it affects
the self. For what is the effectiveness of the human initially? In many
cases, you must abolish the determinants of gender, age, environment,
heritage and other pillars of discrimination that essentially remain the
essence of the human...

Human; a product of which gave us Homer, Sophocles and Al-
Mutanabi, Al-Khayam, Shakespeare, Moli¢re, Shirazi, Shawki,
Tagore and Eliot; an assortment of poets, humanists and others
regardless of their languages, beliefs and contexts...

At this event, humanity is at stake and we hope that the outcome
transpires our hopes and aspirations for the future not only at this
forum, but also in the host city of Dubai, a city of cultures and
civilizations. This step we are taking is bringing us one step closer to
our final destination.

Dr. Mohammed Mustafa Abu Shawareb
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Moments from the Forum

Al e plegg call i
Field Marshal Swar El-Dahab sitting between guests

Lcu 3 (s SVl g pall 532 Ol ey sibe oloys
Speaker of the Parliament of the Comoros Burhan Hamidu with the President of the Foundation

Lgiauadey Guydgs 3as) -5 dasugD plio is 3uadle Yl
Mona Saber between Dr. Louisa Bolbres and her sister Nadia

g9 Bpuad 39 hlit daidy L dasaghy )1 slea
Jihad Al-Khazin between Rafea Ghabash & Dr. Nasra Jadoaa
e
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Dr. Khaled Al-Shayji & Dr. Mohammad Mustafa Abu Shawareb Dr. Farouq Abu Shagra, Field Marshal Swar El-Dahab, Zakaria Inani & Ahmed Darwish
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