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Voltaire (1694 - 1778)

I disapprove of what you say,
but I will defend to the death
your right to say it.
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Poetry is the song of the soul,
written in an international lingua-
franca like music and arts. It
composes, along with other forms
of art, a mural of life where beauty
and creativity meet to form a global
human message.

The role of enlightenment in
poetry has been further advanced
when  translation, print and
publishing reached its peak at the
revolutionary era of communication
and technology and through the
active and continuous dialogue
among cultures given that no
culture could ever dominate over
the other.

We have been exposed to
translated versions of immortal
poetry from the East and the West,
as our poetry was introduced and
appreciated by others as a glimpse
into our culture and heritage.
Poetry carries with it the culture
of the real and imaginary worlds it
comes from, expressing time, place
and the depth of the evolving social
and cultural demographics it comes
from.

Poetry connects life and art.
The art of poetry has its rules and
terms that causes a poetic scene to
stand out from other forms of art.
Poetry goes beyond the visuals
and it does not stop at emphasizing
a moment of social collective
realization of the realities of life. A
good poet is one who can link form

7

and function in poetry.

Some poets and critics believe
that art must be a collective
reflection of society and true to its
aesthetics in order to succeed in
surpassing the local and onto the
universal and the humane. This
way poetry turns into a universal
language understood by all. This
is why most Arab poets turned to
international poetic experiences to
develop their own.

On the other hand there is
another group of poets who believe
that poetry must not be used to
serve an issue but rather issues are
used to serve poetry. They consider
poetry to be an independent entity
not meant to serve realties.

The truth is poetry is like a
composition of music that offers
art, serves a cause, nests in one’s
memory and pains. Poetry can
serve human causes and perform a
social and political function given
that does not turn into slogans or
political rhetoric devoid of the
artistic regulations which elevate
poetry to its role of creating new
worlds told in a new poetic form.
Language is the tool that carries the
poet into all directions from reality
to the imaginary.

We know that a beautiful
poem lives on, a poet ages but a
poem does not. Time moves on and
the poem stays. This is especially
true when poetry is elevated into

the most superior forms of art. This
is why it is essential to learn from,
interacted with and quote it so long
as this does not overshadow our
own cultural heritage.

Having balanced links with
other cultures helps us create new
links as well as offer an educational
and cultural exchange that
overcomes risks. This is especially
true in forms of poetry which has
entered new and evolving horizons.

In exchange, we need to give
more attention to advancing our
Arabic poetry onto other cultures
through a broader cultural scene
where we offer contemporary
additions to poetry even if
progressive poetry is still slow to
advance due to the lack of criticism
of form, content and vision of
poetic transformations.
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of Copenhagen and Lund
in cooperation with the
universities of Copenhagen

and Lund,” he adds.
Professor Abu-Chakra
has attended many of the
foundation’s  conferences

and is helping to coordinate

the Copenhagen 2013
conference.
Among Al-Babtain’s

humanitarian projects are
a center for skin burns
and cosmetic surgery in
Kuwait, a cultural hall in
Palestine, several mosques
in different countiries and a
wedding ballroom in Riyadh
where ordinary citizens
of low income can hold
wedding ceremonies for
their sons and daughters
for free. The last is not that
strange from a poet who
writes most of his verses
about love. The world would
probably be a better place if
the prosperous were poets
and poets were wealthy!

T

Abdul Aziz Saud Al-Babtain (first on the right) and Professor Faruk Abu-Chakra (
Prize committee in Stockholm in 2005.

Abdul Aziz Saud Al-Babtain
« Born in 1936 in Kuwait.

« Founding member of the board
of trustees of the Arab Thought
Foundation.

« Author of poetry books: Bauhel-
Bawadi (Intimations of the Deserts),
1995, and Mosafer Fil-Qefar
(Wastefarer), 2004.

- Businessman with activities in USA,
Europe, Middle East and China.

« Member of the Kuwaiti national
committee for educational support.

« Member of Arabic Language
Academy in Damascus.

« Member of Writers’ Association of
Kuwait.

« Member of the Fez Syes Cultural
Society in Morocco.

- Founder of the Foundation of
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize
for Poetic Creativity.

« Granted many honorary PhD
degrees in appreciation of his efforts
in the field of culture.

Al Babtain’s Central Library for
Arabic Poetry in Kuwait
The foundation stone for this library

was laid down on 6 January 2002
under the patronage of HH Sheikh
Sabah Al Ahmed, Emir of Kuwait.

Founder of Al Babtain Translation
Centre

Established in 2004 with the objective
of supporting the translation of
foreign languages to Arabic language
and vice versa, in addition to the
translation project implemented in
cooperation with UNESCO in Paris
to translate works from Arabic to
foreign languages. It is run by Dr
Mohammed Rumaihi.

Founder of Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain Center For
intercivilizational dialogue

This centre was established in 2005.
Professor Abdulla Al-Mohanna was
selected to be its Director General.
The centre is concerned with
cooperation with Arabic and foreign
universities to organize scientific
training courses such as that
between Al-Babtain Foundation and
Cordoba University in following up
“Al-Babtain Professorship for Arabic
Language.”

second from the left) in negotiations with the Nobel
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ALEXIS KOUROS
HELSINKI TIMES

Dialogue
among
civilisations

EVERY year, somewhere in an Arabic
or a European country, a group of
people comes together to talk and
listen. These are the thinking minds
of the western and Islamic countries.
They are from different nations,
languages and religions. Their topic:
how to bring west and east closer
using culture and dialogue.

These meetings have been going
on since 1990, long before the
prejudice of the two cultures towards

Photo: GHADI BOUSTANI

each other would grow to today’s
magnitude.

The heart of the meetings has been
poetry, and their mind, dialogue
among civilisations. The driving force
of all these has been Dr Abdul Aziz
Saud Al-Babtain, a Kuwaiti poet and
businessman and the founder of The
Foundation of Abdul

Aziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for
Poetic Creativity. Symposiums of
the foundation are held every year
in an Arabic or European country
alternately.

Participants have been the créme
de la creme of the world’s cultural
scene.

Well known and respected all
over the Arab world for his cultural
and humanitarian activity, Abdul
Aziz Saud Al-Babtain is still to be
discovered in the west.
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Poetic Co-existence

When it comes to the human soul, poetry has always been the most effective way
of communication. No wonder all our holy books are in verse. Now a Kuwaiti genius

uses verse to pave the way to peace and harmony among cultures.

WE LIVE in the age of uncertainty.
No one seems to know the way
forward. Nations in the east and
west have paused to look around
in the midst of their rush. It’s time to
doubt everything we are doing. Wars
are going on and the economies are
collapsing. The western cultures and
the Islamic world look at each other
with suspicion and prejudice.

Now more than ever, we need people
who talk to each other. We need
individuals who affect others and
touch their lives in a positive way, who
show us the light and give us hope.
We need visionaries who point to a
direction — any direction — out of this
mess. Abdul Aziz Saud Al-Babtain is
one of those visionaries and where
he points is inside: a direction most
of us have forgotten to look at.

Midas touch
Above all, Abdul Aziz Saud Al-Babtain
is a poet. He is also the founder

31

of many cultural and educational
institutions and, last but not least,
a philanthropist. He is a man with
a cultural and social Midas touch,
in addition to the financial one. He
has established schools from Mali
to India and libraries from Jerusalem
to Kuwait, supported postgraduate
education of poor students, collected
the history of Arabic poetry, and
published several anthologies and
dictionaries of Arabic poetry. To
get an idea of the magnitude of his
literary legacy, he has published
more than 150 volumes of books to
which more than 1,400 poets have
contributed.

The Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity gives out prizes to poets
in the Arab world every year, and at
the same time arranges the much
needed sessions of Dialogue among
Civilisations, where scholars and
thinkers from different religions and
countries come together to exchange

thoughts on how to bring cultures
closer. Meetings of the foundation
are delicate occasions where
you can see rabbis and mullahs,
Christians and Muslims, male and
female scholars debating issues of
concern and interest.

Finnish connection

When in Finland in 2005, Al-Babtain
participated in the Mukkula literary
conference in Lahti. He gave away
300 anthology books, met with the
Minister of Culture and went on to
Stockholm to meet the Nobel prize
committee to discuss cooperative
projects between the Al-Babtain
foundation and the Nobel committee.
“Conferences are held alternately
in an Arab and European country
every year,” says professor Faruk
Abu-Chakra, the Finnish connection
of the foundation. “This year the
meeting is in Dubai and next year
the foundation plans to hold its
international conference in the cities



Dr. Abdullah Al-Tattawi

Muslim prisoner to the other).

° The vocabulary dictionary
of the other Christian’s letter, and the
language effect which the research
could not contain. There are also other
effects I hope to reach in the future when
expanding this research.

Perhaps the appearance of the other
Christian in Sicilian and Andalusian
poetry was not just a personality
appearance, but even after our Arab
poetry was ousted from Andalusia and
Sicily it remained alive and affected the
cultural character of the other Christian.

The Spanish Writer Emilio Garsé
Gometh said: “Andalusia poetry is one
of the most solid artistic creations in
resisting diminishing factors and after
so many centuries of sovereignty it still
exists.”

Finally, I say the effect of the other
Christian on earth, man and civilization,
despite the severity of its destruction,
could not quell the sound of poetry, as it
remained in spite of the fall of: Barbstr,
Toledo, Valencia, Jian, Cordoba, Tortosa,
Larda, Seville, the Balearic Islands, and
Sicily.

This devastating flood could not
sweep verses told about the tragedy of
this flood.

Even though the other Christian put
down the Islamic voice over these lands,
the poetry remained alive, reviving the
dead with its vitality, and announcing
that the Arab poetry cannot die even if
the Arab poets did.

Dr. Ahmad Fawzi Al-Heib

And I summon my recommendations
in the following:

1 — In spite of the studies that
addressed the Andalusian literature, it
still needs to be searched for new.

2 - I hope that the literary and
intellectual institutions hold conferences
and seminars on the Andalusian
literature to preserve such a literature
and civilization as a milestone in human
treatment.

3 - There are a lot of manuscripts
require investigation which needs these
literary institutions that have pledged to
serve the Arab heritage and culture.

Poetry in the Shadow of the Crusades

Dr. Ahmad Fawzi Al-Heib

The paper discusses the naming of
the Crusades (as they were known in
the West) and the preferred name that
ancient Arabs called it, which were the
Frankish wars.

It discusses the injuries of the
Byzantine and Arab Christians, who
were as severe as those Muslims of
Arab, Turkish, and Kurdish varieties.
It discusses how the initial thrust was
lost by the Muslims because of their
weakness and disunity, but how they
soon banded together under Imad Al-
Deen Mahmoud Al-Zanki, and then his
son Noor Al-Deen, until the Wars were
won by Salah Al-Din Al-Ayoubi, who
liberated Jerusalem.

It was after the successes of these
wars that Arab poetry flourished, as

Dr. Ahmad Fawzi Al-Heib

poets flocked to the cities, and their
efforts were vital in unifying Arab
nations to participate. This was a central
reason for Arab victory in the Crusades
and it functioned as the conscience and
emotion of the nation and acted as key
advisors to the leaders of the time.

The war poetry of the time is
especially important to this research,
as it encompasses a warning of danger,
a call to freeing the land, the extolling
of the commanders and soldiers during
victory, offering support at defeat, and
eulogizing them in death and comparing
them to the great Muslim commanders
such as Omar bin Khattab. This was
done out of love and duty and in many
cases was meant with no reward. It
played its role extremely efficiently and
was excellent, especially if we measure
it by the standards of its time.

It was marked by extremely vibrant
and grand language and sentence
structure, resonant rhymes and many of
them exceeded 200 stanzas in length.

The poetry was especially effective
at speaking to its audience, which is
the mark of any poetry. It rallied them
under the banner of Islam and allowed
a victory for the Muslim forces. It
resonated with Taha Hussein>s claim
that poetry is beautiful not because it
is beautiful, but because it speaks to an
emotion that is buried in the listener and
astonishes them.
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The Image of the Other in

Old Arabic Poetry

The Image of the Other in Abbasid
Poetry

Dr. Abdullah Al-Tattawi

It is interesting to go over the
instances that reflect images of otherness,
and to assess their impact on the poets
and their consciences.

To reaffirm the varied images of the
others presence in Abbasid poetry, the
research paper focuses on the political
presence in light of a reassessment of
the major phenomena that the Abbasid
court was faced with in terms of
external intrusion that was antagonistic
towards Arabic culture, or the cultural
antagonism that was exemplified by
poets leaning towards the contributions
of the Persian culture, which resulted in
the rejection of all that was Arab. This
lead to a contradiction in the poetry of the
Abbasid era, wherein writers would tend
to discuss the trend of anti-Arabization,
while others attempted to move forward
in the direction of anti-Arabization.

The research paper then moves on
to discuss the Roman school from the
lens of the emergence of a position of
Otherhood in the political and religious
frame. This was the result of many
extended wars that the Abbasid Caliphate
and the Romans were engaged in.

Moreover, the image of the other
persists amid its presence in the Abbasid
poetry from the religious, moral and
ethical perspectives. These currents
were caught in a contradiction between
extremely promiscuous poetry of Majan
and the ascetic poetry of the Sufis, who
distinctly formulated the foundation
of their thought and their way of life
in a unique image. Between these two
extremes, the other appears as a central
figure in the realms of cross-cultural
conversation.

Many poets of this age strayed

from the regular course of action and
attempted to paint their poetry, whether
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it was lamentation, praise or satire with
a political coloring, which added an
extra layer of depth to the relationships
between the poets and their subject.

The research paper cannot end
unless we discuss what the Other
shows us, regarding the meanings and
significances of poetry in recreating a
specific time and place in history where
the poet is a reflection of the positive
and negative aspects of Abbasid culture,
specifically regarding the poetry that
discussed a lamentation over cities.
These lamentations further discussed
insurgency against the caliphate, as
well as a lamentation over the political
struggles for authority that were present
during the Abbasid time.

The effect of the other on Arab poets
would make itself especially felt in the
days of Haroun Al-Rasheed, when the
translation of foreign literature was a
task of utmost importance.

The Other Christian in Arabic Poetry;

In Andalusia and Sicily

Dr. Abdul Razzaq Hussein

Contacting the other Christian
existed since the beginning of Arab
poetry, however, Andalusia and Sicily
did not initiate it, even if they had a
stronger and deeper specialty, where
the proportion of the other Christian is
clear and its presence is influential in
the center and surroundings. This varied
relationship made the urgency of the
presence of the other Christian an issue
that imposes itself on every level as
demonstrated by the poetic level.

If we wentlooking forthis relationship
and this appearance, the elucidation of
its beginning starts with the beginning
of the historic meeting between the two
religions: Islam and Christianity, which
continued for eight centuries starting
from the end of the first century to the
beginning of the ninth century Hijrah.
This is where the convergence was

separated when Muslims were removed
from Andalusia and then from Sicily.
However, in Sicily a specialty appeared
as the Muslims remained there until they
lost power after two full centuries, but
they practiced their language and poetry,
resulting in the emergence of various
other Christians in their poetry, a matter
that will be further discussed in this
research.

In this specific paper, which is limited
by a certain number of pages, we cannot
extensively clarify this relationship
between the other Christian and the Arab
poetry in both countries that spanned
over a long period of time. However, we
will try to narrow it down to the exciting
footage, milestones, and significant
impacts, therefore, after the introduction
of this research, it will address the
definition of the other Christian and then
begin to discuss its impact on poetry
through the following axes:

Axis 1: The friendly image through
flirtation poetry.

Axis 2: The aggressive image of the
military description in which the image
of the other Christian is seen through
two fields:

° The first field deals with the
image of the Christian warrior that
appears through three shots: the shot of
defeat and fleeing, the shot of captivity,
and the shot of killing or death.

° The second field deals with the
image of the peaceful expatriate or (the
newcomers poetry).

Axis 3: Revival poetry and lamenting
the cities.

Axis 4: The singularity of the other
Christian’s impact in Sicily.

Axis 5: The image and impact, which
consists of:

e Image terms including:
(quoting the religious image of the other,
the opposing Image, the justificatory
image, the image of the happening and
transformation and the image of the



future of Europe depends on our ability
to make different cultures and religions
live together inside the European Union
and by how we will establish relations
with our neighbors. It is necessary to look
for points and spaces of confrontation
and dialogue, through worthwhile
relationships and a connection with high-
level personalities. At the same time, 1
think the enlargement of participation
will be one of the challenges of the
future. This is what I work for as First
Vice President of the European Union
and this is what I work for with my
foundation Zefiro that I preside over. I
believe in a Europe that is able to talk to
other important regions in the world and
then to act with them.

The Zefiro Foundation  was
established to join cultures through a
cooperation model dealing with the main
political, economic, social and cultural
topics. Our main purpose is to spread
the idea that one can teach something
to each other. So our commitment as
a foundation, and the commitment I
decided personally to take on, is to
establish a social, cultural, human,
institutional dialogue, based on the
promotion of values of our cultures.

Even for these reasons I would like to
propose to Mr. Al-Babtain — a prominent
poet, businessman and a man of culture-
and to all the Al-Babtain Foundation to
establish together a Euro-Arab Institute
in Rome, hosted by my foundation,
where peace, attention to culture and the
idea of Arabic language as a language
of intercultural dialogue can become
real through training courses and the
participation of young people.

We are always looking to new
participants and new partners. We
are open to cooperation and we are
open to imagining shared solutions
to all the troubles of our time. Zefiro
Foundation is at the heart of a wide
network of European, Italian and
international players where you can find
universities, institutions, organizations
and enterprises. We want to share this
network with all those who will devote
themselves to build a future suitable for
development and well-being. I know
there are relevant hosts and high-level
personalities attending this meeting in
Dubai and I am sure we can talk about
our ideas and find common points. I
want to strengthen your voice and your

ideas in Italy and Europe and I hope we
can find a path where we can take these
steps together.

And so here is another proposal: let
us organize a training camp in Italy or
a similar initiative. It could be a yearly
appointment. Maybe it could be a Peace
Camp.

I see the Arab Spring and I see
immigrants  dying  crossing the
Mediterranean Sea looking for some
opportunities on a wretched barge. I see
the international economic crisis beating
hard on the young people in my country
and robbing them of their chances to
build a worthy life. I see extraordinary
ideas and projects that are just waiting
for the chance to spread over. We need
a space to talk about all this with full
awareness because times are changing
and we have to be ready to have good
things to do.

Today it is possible to have a
dialogue as a landmark challenge to
modernity. In this complex time just
goodwill and valued persons can decide
to act to face the future and meet the
challenges, not staying numb, not
staying restless. These are the persons
we need in the institutions, in every
democratic process, in our countries and
our cultures. We have need to find these
persons, to engage them and maybe also
to train them.

Well, in the present day we know what
the themes are, concerning intercultural
dialogue. Probably we know also what
the problems are. Once I heard that we
can say there is a problem but we also
have to search for the solution. Let’s
build a time where we can find solutions
together.

The third and final speaker at
the opening ceremony was His
Excellency Sayyed Ammar Al-
Hakim, Leader of the Islamic
Supreme Council of Iraq. The
roles of poetry are great and they
have spanned throughout history.
Poetry is a result of attempts
to research the most beautiful
methods to express thoughts and
emotions

Al-Hakim called for our cultural
foundations in the Arab and
Islamic world, to include Al-
Babtain, to carry the responsibitly
of dialogue with the Other.
Towards the end of the ceremony,

H.E. Sheikh Ammar Al-
Hakim: calling for the
Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain to
carry the responsibitly of
dialogue with the Other.

the President of the Foundation
decorated Field Marshal
Abdulrahman Swar El-Dahab
with an honorary medal from
the Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain for Dialogue
of Civilization and Peaceful
Coexistence.

Then, the Sudanese poetess,
Rouda Al-Hajj recited her
poem, entitled “Thirst”. She was
accompanied by the Iraqi artist
Sadeq Jaffar, who played the lute
as she read her poem.

Finally, the Danish poet Niels
Hav, concluded the ceremony
with a poem he recited, entitled
“A Visit from my Father.” He
was accompanied by his wife,
Christina Bjorkoe.
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politicians and journalists that represent
different countries from all over the
world and different religions and faiths,
to ensure the unity of man (You Are All
Of Adam) in the face of those that work
to separate us in length or in breadth, and
hope that the word remains, for the poet
and journalist, pure and holy, striving
to ensure friendliness, understanding
and acceptance of the other, and strives
to remove the bondage of the soul of
humanity from the earth.

We have promoted these
notions in all our sessions and forums.
Furthermore, in our previous session
that was held in Sarajevo, Bosnia, we
established a new tradition that celebrates
one of the symbols of humanity who
contributed to the establishment of the
values of understanding and tolerance
among people. The first figure to receive
this prestigious award was His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince of Britain
Charles. Due to a decision issued by the
Board of Trustees for the Foundation of
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize For
Poetic Creativity, today we are proud
to honor His Excellency the Former
President of the Republic of Sudan,
Abdulrahman Swar El-Dahab in this
session, as he is the first President who
broke the rule of absolute ruler and for
the large role he played in promoting
the values of peace, tolerance and
understanding among the components of
human society.

I'would like to extend a greeting
on my behalf and on behalf of all those
attending the forum. I would also like to
greet all those participating with us in
forwarding a human society free of war
and hatred and full of love, brotherhood
and justice.

From our Arabic homeland
Kuwait, I extend our deepest gratitude
and appreciation to this hospitable and
brotherly Arab nation that opened the
hearts of its people; both its governors
and individuals, and surrounded us with
generosity.

Peace Be Upon You All

Following, His Excellency,
Professor Giovanni Pittella, First
Vice President of the European
Parliament, then  delivered
a speech in which he spoke
about the value of dialogue of
civilizations and the significance
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of culture, art and literature as a
bridge for peace between nations
and people. His participation
in this conference bears a great
deal of meaning as it represents
the cooperation between the east
and west and the north and south.
Moreover, his participation also
emphasizes the partnerships
that have been created between
European and Arab entities.
Professor Pittella said “the
commitments of the Al-Babtain
Foundation and the personal
commitment of Mr. Al-Babtain
seem to be oriented to the more
genuine research of the dialogue
we need as European citizens
and, more important, as citizens
of the same world, of the same
present day.”

Professor Pittella also referred
to the Foundation’s activities
in Verona with the Accademia
Internazionale di Poesia, the
University Pole of Agrigento in
Sicily, in Nice University, and
again in Spain and in Malta.

Following is the speech delivered by
H.E. Giovanni Pittella:

I am here today because I believe
in the value of dialogue, in the value of
culture, art, literature as vectors of peace
and respect. I'm here because I believe
in the mutual cooperation of the West
and East, South and North, I believe
in a more open world where European
institutions, European enterprises and
European organizations can find reliable
friends and partners in Arab countries.
I’'m here, obviously, because I see Al-
Babtain’s Foundation as one of these
partners and one of these friends.

The commitments of the Al-
Babtain Foundation and the personal
commitment of Mr. Al-Babtain seem to
be oriented to the more genuine research
of the dialogue we need as European
citizens and, more important, as citizens
of the same world, of the same present
day. I’ve seen this in their cultural
activities in Verona with the Accademia
Internazionale di Poesia, in the activities
with the University Pole of Agrigento
in Sicily, at Nice University, and again
in Spain and in Malta. I know all these
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Professor Giovani

Pittella: the Foundation of
Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
for Poetic Creativity is one
our dearest friends and
partners

activities are relevant as constructive
at a civil and cultural level. And
Europe today needs constructive and
intercultural activities.

Europe is becoming more and
more culturally heterogeneous. The
enlargement of the European Union,
globalization and migration processes
and the deregulation of employment
laws have increased the multicultural
character of Europe, adding to cultural
backgrounds found on the continent. As
a result, intercultural dialogue has an
increasingly important role to play in
fostering European citizenship and also
in realizing that today it is compulsory to
look over our borders. The topics now
introduced as relevant in the agenda
of Institutions are several: education,
security, workplace, minorities,
religions, migration, investments on
research, future of young people and
demographic studies.

I have no doubts on the fact that the



Mr. Abdulaziz added, “the
Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud
Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity has  congregated
dialogue and poetry in this forum
to form a blessed tree from these
two roots, its origins stable and
its branches reaching towards
the sky. Our aim is to elevate
dialogue through poetry so it
may touch the universal human
concerns and so that poetry
supports dialogue to become a
culture that will be adapted by
all.”

Following is the speech delivered
by Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain:

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious
and the Most Merciful

The Patron of the Session, H.H. Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum,
First Vice President and Prime Minister
of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai;

HE. Dr. Haris Silajdzic, former
President of Bosnia and Herzegovina;
H.E. Field Marshal Abdulrahman Swar
El-Dahab, former President of the
Republic of Sudan;

H.E. Fouad Al-Siniora, former Prime
Minister of Lebanon;

H.E. Michael Frendo, Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Malta;
H.E. Hamid Al-Burhan, Parliament
Speaker of the Union of the Comoros;
H.E. Sven Alkalaj, Foreign Minister of
Bosnia and Herzegovina;

H_.E. Giovanni Pittella, Vice President of
the European Parliament;

H.E. Sayyed Ammar Al-Hakim, Leader
of the Islamic Supreme Council of Iraq;
Esteemed excellences, highnesses,
dignitaries and guests.

I begin my speech with a
comment that is full of love and regard
to the host of the forum; the knight and
poet His Highness Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum. I express
deep happiness that we are holding this
session in the vicinity of our Arab island,
the land that embodies the holy word, the
land of Muallagat and God>s signs, the
land of expanding sands, where nothing
grows except poetry, and its clear skies
only rain God>s words, where between

the miraculous human and the divine
miracle, the tribes of this neighborhood
matured to become the human tools
that achieved the greatest innovation in
human history.

Our happiness multiplies as
we are in this symbolic city of Dubai, a
city that managed, with the vision of an
exceptional leader, and through a short
period of time, to transcend its modest
limits to become a worldly city open to
all directions.

The Foundation for Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity has congregated dialogue and
poetry in this forum to form a blessed
tree from these two roots, its origins
stable and its branches reaching towards
the sky. Our aim is to elevate dialogue
through poetry so it may touch the
universal human concerns and so that
poetry supports dialogue to become a
culture that will be adapted by all.

We at the Foundation believe
that dialogue and poetry, in their most
elevated manifestations, come from
one root, for great poetry is the soul
freeing itself from its chains and from
the constraints of reality to limitless
heights. This is where dreams manifest
a new, more transparent and brighter
reality, as the path for dialogue emerges
civilization from its trenches, and the
caves that they were hoarded into, into
the universal human space, wherein
safety and peace and respect for all takes
precedence.

Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain:
Between the Divine and
human miracle - the tribes
of this area have grown

to become the human
instrument that achieves
the greatest development in
human history.

Eternal poetry is a self-
discipline and an elevation of taste so the
human may become as gentle as a flower
and as pure as light. Dialogue steals
from the human their self-centeredness
and the sharp nails of their hatred, kills
Cain>s shadow from within him, and
brings to life holy Abel.

Our call for dialogue is not a
new one, for our traditions are ingrained
with this message, as the Quran has
ever invited us to dialogue with those
of different religions (And Reason With
Them In Ways That Are Best)

It also asks us to look at those
that are different in race (And We Made
Ye Into Nations And Tribes That Ye May
Know Each Other, Not That Ye May
Despise Each Other) and stresses the
fatality of difference (But They Will Not
Cease To Differ).

Our ambition in this session,
which represents an elite of intellectuals,
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The Inauguration of the “Poetry for a
Peaceful Coexistence” Forum in Dubai

The Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativity yesterday inaugurated its
forum in Dubai, entitled ‘“Poetry for a Peaceful Coexistence” under the patronage of His Highness Sheikh
Mohammad bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, the Vice President of the U.A.E. and Prime Minister and Ruler of
Dubai.

The opening ceremony was kicked off with a speech delivered by the owner and founder of the Foundation,
Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain. In his speech, he extended his appreciation, respect and gratitude to the
host country and the patron of the ceremony, the knight and poet his Highness Sheikh Mohammad bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum. He also extended similar sentiments to the esteemed guests and participants of the
forum for their continued commitment and support to the Foundation and all its endeavors.

“I express deep happiness that we are holding this session in the vicinity of our Arab island, the land
that embodies the holy word, the land of Muallagat and Godbs signs, the land of expanding sands, where
nothing grows except poetry, and its clear skies only rain God>s words, where between the miraculous
human and the divine miracle, the tribes of this neighborhood matured to become the human tools that
achieved the greatest innovation in human history” said Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain.
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Enchanting Dubai

Enchanting Dubai...A phrase uttered by our brother Jamal Al-
Mubhairi during the session’s preparatory meetings. This term is
now paired with the enchantment of the Foundation.

Throughout the years, the Foundation has extended many
invitations to several distinguished guests. Very few of them
have declined over the years and their apologies were filled with
sincerity and hopes for success.

Due to the convergence of these two enchantments; the city of
Dubai and the Foundation, there were almost no apologies this
time around.

At the Foundation, we have been accustomed to certain
circumstances, where the guests have requested to be accompanied
by their spouses or progeny, for health reasons or otherwise.
Unfortunately, we have struggled to satisfy these guests to the
extent of our capabilities because these issues revolve around
agreements and obligations that we have made.

This time, Dubai captivated our guests, and this issue has been
transformed into a cause for concern, but Dubai’s beautiful allure
adds to that of the Foundation’s and its events have been met
with great effort from the organizing committee due to the heavy
workload. But, this sentiment has been regarded by all as a very
beautiful satisfaction.

Moreover, the message is always in the outcome and what
is manifested into reality, which includes the effects of the
conclusion of the event and whether or not the goals of the
Session have been met.

I greet the gracious guests of the poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-
Babtain, the guests of Dubai, and I thank our friends who have
been organizing the event.

Success is in God’s hands.

Abdulaziz Al-Saraie
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