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Bosnia: When Hearts Collide

By Sarah Faris Glubb

Few lands can boast as the ancient
crossroads of modern European civili-
zation. The Balkan Peninsula itself is
the bridge between Europe and Asia
Minor, with Bosnia and Herzegovina
lying in the heart of the south east.

For that reason, and for the outline of
the country, Bosnia and Herzegovina
is often referred to as the heart shaped
land. It is here that eastern and western
civilizations met, sometimes clashed,
but more often enriched and reinforced
each other throughout its long and fas-
cinating history.

It was here that the Byzantines from
the east met the Romans from the West
and it was here that the Ottomans and
the oriental cultures stayed for over
500 years before falling to the Austro-
Hungarian Empire, each bringing the
treasures of their cultures and customs.
The wonderful Ottoman bridges that
span the mighty mountain rivers of the
country truly bridge the many civiliza-
tions and cultures that call their home-
land Bosnia and Herzegovina. You
will also find a mosque, orthodox and
catholic churches and synagogues all
within close vicinity, which is truly a
testament to its vast and rich cultural
heritage and shows that the three divine
religions can live among each other in
peace.

Bosnia and Herzegovina is a long name
for a country that measures just over
51,000 km2. Bosnia covers the north
and centre of the country with its name
probably derived from ‘bosana’, an old
Indo-European word meaning water...
which Bosnia has no shortage of!!!

It borders Croatia to the north, west and
south, Serbia to the east, and Montene-
gro to the southeast. It is almost land-
locked, except for 26 kilometers (16
miles) of Adriatic Sea coastline, cen-
tered on the town of Neum. The coun-
try’s interior is mountainous centrally
and to the south, hilly in the northwest,
and flatland in the northeast. Inland
is the larger geographic region with a
moderate continental climate, marked
by hot summers and cold, snowy win-
ters. Only the southern tip of the coun-
try has a Mediterranean climate and
plane topography.

Bosnia and Herzegovina has a popula-

L

tion of over 4,600,000 and it is home
to three ethnic groups, or so-called
“constituent peoples”, a term unique
for Bosnia-Herzegovina. These are:
Bosniaks, which is the largest popula-
tion group of the three and it amounts
to about 48 percent of the population.
Serbs are the second largest, totaling 37
percent and finally, Croats are the third,
amounting to 14 percent.

Sarajevo is the capital of this pictur-
esque country and the city has long
been the cultural and political capital
of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The city is
tucked into one of the most mountain-
ous regions of the country, lending to
its isolation yet creating a warm, wel-
coming feeling in the small communi-
ties in and around the capital.

The most prominent area in Sarajevo is

the old town ‘Bascarsija,” which may
be hard to pronounce, but it is certainly
one of the most impressive and charm-
ing market centers in the country. Bas-
carsija has been a trading and meeting
place since the 15th century as cara-
vans from Asia Minor, Dubrovnik and
the west met here to trade their wares.
There is so much to be said about this
fascinating country that is filled with
historical, cultural, ethnic and religious
significance. However, to put it in a few
words, the Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain is honored to have
hosed its 12th Session in this mystical
land and it is forever grateful to its gen-
erous citizens and bountiful welcom-
ing. It is certain that this cultural jour-
ney will remain in our hearts and minds
till the end of time!




When «Dialogue of Civilization» is Useful

Dialogue of Civilization has been ongoing in the
international sphere for a very long time, especially
since September 11th. Despite the fact that more
than ten years have passed since that event, this
catastrophe has shook mankind’s conscience and
revealed several mistakes within the political and
social systems and the dominant traditions in the
world and apperception. Until now, the world has
not been able to develop mechanisms that have
enabled serious dialogue between civilizations,
which if it were launched, would contribute to the
formation of a global society more tolerant with the
«other».

The concept of “Dialogue between Civilizations”
assumes that people belong to different areas and
regions and that moral privacy should be respected.
It is known that some people have tried in the
past, and are still trying at present, to use these
statements to justify the tendencies of arrogance and
the ambitions of domination or hegemony. These
have gone as far as occupying the «other», looting
its treasures and links them to various political,
economical, cultural and social subordinations,
under different justifications, such as development
and «the message of civilization», and so on.

However, it must be clarified that the dividing lines
of the constructed «Political Dimension» of the
globe, does not necessarily always coincide with the
dividing lines of the «Dimension of Civilization».

The Political Dimension is divided to countries,
including nations that are rarely socially
homogeneous, or its members belong to the same
cultural and civilization sphere. So, this required
dialogue between «civilizations» is not always
perpetual.

However, this dialogue should begin from «within»
the individual (the other), who is different in religion,
race, sex, language, creed, political and social, etc.
Moreover, the responsibility does not solely fall on
the governments and official institutions, rather, it
falls on both governmental, non-governmental and
the civil society institutions as well. This is because
dialogue is aimed at abolishing distinctions between
people who share a common life and home.

Does this mean that the forms and manifestations of
discrimination can disappear if treated at the «local»
level? Absolutely not...as interests between the
countries and communities in the «Globalization»

era became too complicated, to a degree that the
«within» cannot be separated from the «outside».
This requires solving the problems at a universal
level. In this context, it is very difficult to concieve
that «Dialogue among Civilizations» could be
fruitful without finding active mechanisms to solve
the problems of discriminations in the international
system, especially between the large and small
countries and developed and undeveloped courtiers.

In fact, without a keen desire to overcome the
disputes, there will be no opportunity to achieve
successful dialogue between civilizations. This
objective will not be achieved unless it is under
the reform of the United Nations, particularly the
Security Council. This important international
body has the power of authority that enables it to
be classified as an international government that
controls the destiny of human beings.

Humanity has struggled for a long time, especially
via the General Assembly of the United Nations,
to eradicate colonialism and remove the regimes
of racism and was able to achieve impressive
achievements in this field.

Perhaps the eradication of the colonial phenomenon,
the fall of the apartheid in many African States,
especially in South Africa, the empowerment of
most of the world’s nations to have the right to
self-determination and the prosecution of some war
criminals before international tribunals, was the most
important. However, these achievements, though
important, should not obscure the failures of the
many manifestations. For example, the Palestinian
people are still struggling for international
recognition of the right to self-determination and to
establish an independent state. Some international
political systems are still practicing new images of
segregation and discrimination.

The call for «Dialogue of Civilizations» in the
international system will be righteous when the
attempts to impose hegemony, use «veto», protecting
countries outside international legitimacy and
refraining from committing war crimes and crimes
against humanity cease. These facts and negative
aspects will not disappear unless the structures and
decision-making mechanisms of the United Nations,
particularly the Security Council, are reformed.

Professor Hassan Nafaa
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TRECA SESIJA KNJIZEVNOG SIMPOZIJUMA

Na tre¢oj sesiji knjizevnog
simpozijuma Dr Zahid Klju¢anin
govorio je na temu: Pjesnicke
tradicije teme, motivi i forme
Islamske pjesnicke tradicije u
bosnjackoj modernoj poeziji

Izmedu ostaloga Dr. Kljucanin je
rekao da Bosnjak nikad nije bio
orijentalni Covjek, ali BosSnjak
nikad nije bio Covjek zapada.
Orijentalni Covjek nije posve
strukturiran u  rasprostrtost
Univerzuma, on je samo njegov
dio.

Zapadni Covjek, od anticke
Grcke naovamo, upojedinjen je,
izbaCen iz orbite Univerzuma,
njegov Bog je ostao negdje u
vrhovima Olimpa, kao i skoro
nepotrebna stvar.

Orijentalni pjesnik, pak, u
svakom momentu je svjestan
prisustva Univerzuma.
Zapadni — njegove odsutnosti.
“Karakteristika islamske
umjetnosti je apstrakcija, ali to
nije apstrkcija o kojoj govorimo u
modernoj evropskoj umjetnosti.
Islamska apstrakcija je znak
Bozijeg pojavljivanja u prirodi.
Bog se covjeku ne otkriva, ali
mu daje znake svoga prisustva,
jedan od najvaznijih medu tim
znakovima je ljepota.

Bosdnjacki pjesnik je negdje
izmedu. S jedne strane u sréiki
svoga bica posjeduje orijentalnu
predestiniranost, a s druge nikad
ne uspjeva da je realizira, u
svakom slucaju realizira je na
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a kulturu i knjizevnost
Saud AL-BABTAIN
saradnji sa

itetom u Sarajevu

)JKROVITELJSTVOM
:dsjedavajuceg

tva Bosne i Hercegovine
\RISA SILAJDZICA

zapadnjacki nacin

Prof. dr. Fikret Kar¢ic je govorio
na temu bosanska kulturna
komunikacija sa Istokom za
vrijeme 20. stoljeca.

Izmedu ostaloga rekao je
da je kulturna komunikacija
izmedu Bosne i1 Hercegovine
1 mslimanskog Istoka
uspostavljena u 15. stoljecu koja
je vidjela proces otomanskog
osvajanja i Sirenje Islama u ovoj
zemlji. Bosna je inkorporirana u
multietni¢ku otomansku imperiju
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1 bosanski muslimani (Bos$njaci)
usli su u otomansko-islamsku
kulturnu zonu muslimanskoga
svijeta.

Istakao je da njegov c¢lanak
istrazuje kulturnu komunikaciju
izmedu Bosne i muslimanskog
Istoka, uzimaju¢i Kairo za
primjer. Idenificirana su tri tipa
komunikacije: obrazovanje
Bosnjaka u Kairu, komunikacija
kroz knjige 1 komunikacija
putem konferencija i razmjene
oficijelnih posjeta.
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Dijalog
vremena se odvija u medunarodnoj
sferi, posebno od 11. septembra.
Usprkos Cinjenici da je proslo vise
od 10 godina nakon tog dogadaja,

civilizacije dugo

ta katastrofa je potresla svijest
cijeloga CovjeCanstva i otkrila
nekoliko pogresaka unutar politi¢kih
1 druStvenih sistema i dominantnih
tradicija u svijetu. Do sada, svijet je
bio u stanju razvijati mezhanizme
1 ostvariti ozbiljan dijalog medu
civilizacijama, i u sluéaju kada se
pokrene dijalog, on doprinosi da
globalno drustvo bude tolerantnije
prema “drugima”.

Koncept “Dijalog medu
civilizacijama” podrazumijeva da
ljudi pripadaju razli¢itim podrué¢jima
1 regijama i da bi trebalo postivati
moralnu privatnost. Poznato je da
su neki ljudi pokusali u proslosti,
1 joS uvijek pokuSavaju, Kkoristiti
ova stajaliSta da bi se opravdali
za tendenciju arogancije, ambicije
za dominacijom nad drugima i
hegemoniji. Ove teZnje su nestale i
okupirale “neke druge” i vezale ih
za razliCite politicke, ekonomske,
kulturne 1 socijalne podredenosti,
pod razli¢itim opravdanjima, kao §to

je razvoj “poruke civilizacije”, itd.

Medutim, mora se razjasniti da linije
podjele  konstruisane  “politicke
dimenzije” zemaljske kugle, uvjek
ne koincidiraju sa linijama podjele
“Dimenzije civilizacije”

Politicka dimenzija je podijeljena
na zemlje, ukljucujuéi nacije, koje
su rijetko socijalno homogenizirane,

ili njeni c¢lanovi pripadaju istoj
sferi kulture 1 civilizacije. Zato
ovaj potrebni dijalog medu

“civilizacijama nije uvijek trajan.

Medutim, dijalog bi trebao da poceti
“unutar” pojedinca (drugog) koji
je razliCite religijske pripadnosti,
rase, spola, jezika, vjere, dru$tva i
politickog uvjerenja.

Sta vise, odgovornost ne pada samo
na vlade 1 oficijelne institucije
nego radije na vladine, nevladine i
institucije civilnoga drustva. Ovo
je zbog toga Sto dijalog ima za cilj
da ukine razlike medu ljudima koji
dijele zajednicki zivot i dom.

Professor Hassan Nafaa
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