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a separate encyclopedia for poets of the
19th and 20th Centuries? He answered
that two factors were crucial in taking
this decision, first, the Al Babtain's
Encyclopedia for Contemporary Arab
Poets" has necessarily included all Arab
living poets during the work on that
Encyclopedia,and even, they have written
their biographies by themselves and sent
them to the Foundation accompanied
by hand-written selection of their own
poems.

Second, The Foundation's calculation
then, that collecting the poets of one single
century would be short of our ambition
to achieve one single great record that
expose the richness and extension of
Arab poetry map.

He started that the determinant factor
of timing adopted to include or exclude
a poet is his date of his decease, so the
Encyclopedia started with 1801 and
ended with the year 2000.

Dr. Fatooh added that the objective of
this Encyclopedia as imagined by the
Foundation was to draw a complete map
of Arab poetry in these two centuries
and introduce their poets with their
biographies to the readers, so, the
Encyclopedia- he said- was not exclusive
to famous poets, but did included poets
whose works were buried by a long
time of absence, so the "fingers" of the
Encyclopedia had extended to safe such
creativity from oblivion.

Dr. Fatooh indicated that although the
Foundations was careful not to discard
any poet, there were some provisions that
were taken into consideration:

First, diversity of poetic output that
reflects different experiences of the poet.

Second, diversity makes it, sometimes,

necessary to abstract. but in away that
does not affect symmetry of the poem.
Third, correction of slight linguistic or
musical structure of the poem.

Fourth, we tried to select the most
beautiful poems and those reflect human
and passionate verse or that touches the
collective conscience.

He concluded with mentioning the basic
reasons of discarding some poets or
poems:

1- Scientific verse

2- Verse that abuses religions, beliefs,
ethnics or ethics.

3- Verse that violates local, national or
heritage of the nation.

4- Personal defamation.

5- Sectarian poetry.

Poetess and Critic Saadia Muffereh
presented  her  paper  entitled:
"Encyclpedia of poets in the 19th &
20th Centuries- Ahmed Shawqi as An
Example".

Ms. Muffareh commended Shawgqi for
his elegant language that reflected that
of "founding" poets like Al Baroodi and
Hafiz Ibrahim (Egypt, Al Zahawi and Al
Russafi (Iraq), Qabado and Khazindar
(Tunisia), and Abdul Qader Al Jazaeri
(Algeria). She added that Shawqi- like
most of his generation- was aware that
he has an obligation to ascend the culture
of the nation. So, try for them was
not all about culture. These poets were
reviving- with verse- their nation's glory
and they have put the cornerstone for the
revival of the nation's spirit.

She concluded that the richness of
Shawgqi's personal encyclpedia asset and
his superiority in creating the beautiful
verse qualified him- rightly- to be
crowned "Poetry Prince".
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The First Meeting: The pillars
of the Encyclopedia studiest was
directed by Dr. Suad AbdulWahab
who introduced the first participant
Dr. Mohamed Hasan Abdullah
who presented his research
entitled:  "Comperative  Study
Between Heritage Efforts &
The Encyclopedia" Dr. Abdulla
considered the issues of Al Babtain
Encyclopedia for Arab Poets in
19th & 20th Centuries" a historical
achievement, and asked: "Why
Poetry"? and answered that it is for
historical (as poetry is Arabs Diwan)
and cultural (an acknowledgement
of poetry's importance in the past,
present and its distinctive trait)
reason.

He mentioned many old books and
Encyclopedias and compared those
experiences with that of Al Babtain's
Encyclopedia for Arab Poets in the
19th & 20th Centuries.

He emphasised that the researchers
in the latter tried to avoid negative
sides of all of the previous
encyclopedias, but got benefit from
positive ones and succeeded in
adding more factors which the old
encyclopedias lacked.

Dr. Abdullah noted that while the
"Encyclopedia's time limit was two
centuries, its geographical limits
were open.

He expressed his conviction that
Encyclopedias like this should not
discard some prominent figures in
other fields of Art, just because their
poetry has a low artistic value, since
by doing so- he said- we do neglect
the whole life of an Arab cause-

committed person.

In the second research entitled
"Margin of Horizontal Reading"
the researcher talked about the huge
number of unknown Palestinian
poets included in the Al Babtain
Encyclopedia, and the number
of Diwans each of them have in
contrast with a number of important
poets who have their political
works burnt or they- themselves-
burnt. He concluded with a call
to those who consider Al Babtain
Encyclopedia of Arab Poets in the
19th & 20th Centuries as credible
authenticated reference, to join Al
Babtain's Encyclopedia Friendship
Society, to give all different kinds of
support to this outstanding work as
volunteers.

Dr. Muhamed Fatooh tried in
his paper entitled: "Al Babtain
Encyclopedia for Poets in the 19th
& 20th Centuries: Approach &
Procedure", to give an answer to the
question: "Why did Al Babtain's
Foundation choose to have this
Encyclopedia in its proper shape?".
He stressed that the poetry issue is
the main concern and one of the
most important objectives of the
Foundation. Then he previewed the
criteria that has been used to select
some poets and discard others.

Dr. Fatooh explained that the
great welcome of the "Al Babtain
Encyclopedia for Contemporary
Arab Poets" from cultural
community in general and poetry-
loving people in particular, the
Foundation's Board of Trustees
approved one proposal to produce



Enclyclopedia,

to Preserve 50 Years

Conference;

Memory of Poetry.

At the concluding of the second meeting of the
Encyclopeida Session, Poet Abdulaziz Suad
Al Babtain declared in a news conference
he held at the Press Center of Al Babtain's
Foundation for Poetic Creativity: "It is
our pleasure to state that work has already
began in an new Encyclopedia that covers
many centuries as our third step in collecting
poetry that will be followed by more steps
and more projects until we reach pre-Islam
era".

He said that in usual cases, workers of such
big projects have to take a break for months
or a year to rest and detect the reaction of
readers to their project, before resuming
work on the next one, but The Board of
Trustees with current and previous members
and advisory committee decided to start with
the new encyclopedia all the way without any
time of rest, so as to avoid any possibility that
our determination may feeble.

"'So we began from this moment- he said- and
mission have been assigned to some members
to select the sources and references, identity
the big libraries and places of manuscripts
that we will depend upon".

He continued: "That brotherly members
suggested that it is our obligation to show
current and next generations what their
creative ancestors have written, we can not
be specific right now about the number
of centuries that shall be covered by this
new project, and wether it is five centuries
or more or less, until we have at hand the

names, biographies and verse of those poets,

but I hope the period will be five centuries".
Al Babtain indicated that" the title of this
huge work is not decided yet, but we will
do our best to have an acceptable title and
one that encourages the Arab national to
acquire".

On his part, Foundation Secretary General
Abdulaziz Al Sureyea said that " there are
number of decisions aiming at the real start
of work in the new encyclopedia".

He added that "we asked the opinion of some
scholars in writing, so that it may be useful to
us. My colleagues in the General Secretariat
and me, were pleasant for Mr. Al Babtain's
high spirit and solid determination to resume
work in this pioneering project which you
have warmly welcome". Your attendance- he
said- "is a clear evidence of appreciation to our
Foundation and our efforts, and constitutes a
big moral support that will encourage us to go
ahead. It is natural that we get benefit from
our previous experiences, and we are quite
ready to hear your views and suggestions".
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The Poets Encyclopedia as /
Revival of Souk Ukaz

From the early days of its establishment, The Foundation of Abdulaziz
Al Babtain's Prize for Poetic Creativity, has been bearing the burden
of cultural concerns, so as to emphasise that Arab Culture has its own
vision from its early roots until contemporary times.

At a time of widespread presence of popular verse with a strong
encouragement of satellite television networks, it was a highly risky
job to have such a big project that adopts and honors classical Arabic
Poetry, but it proved a winning bet which gave its sweet fruits.

The Foundation succeeded in the context of its outstanding work to have
Arab Poets, academic and scholars at the table of Poetry, to interact as
one team of research, criticism and thinking.

Now, after 28 years of continuous efforts, the real image of such
Foundation began to crystallize as a vital link between different civil
community organizations and literary community through numeral
cultural projects. Hence, every session of the Foundation, is an important
celebration of culture and creativity that every single Arab intellectual
aspires to join. Before Al Babtain's Foundation, we used to look-envily-
at Western cultural events, but now, our dreams come true.

The Foundation has-during a short time- achieved so many cultural
objectives, like reaching out Heads Arabic Departments in Arab
universities, in addition to Orientation Departments is foreign universities
as Al Babtain Center For Cross- Culture Dialogue has done in preparation
of the current Session. They signed agreements with international
cultural institutions to establish a new prize for foreign creative historians
who write about Arab culture.

Al Babtain Foundation has become one of the most important
establishments that seeks to serve and preserve Arabic language, Arab
culture and Arab identity, not only in Kuwait, but at a pan-Arab level.
This was clear in the fact that this foundation has organized and financed
the graduation of 13 thousand students from all Arab countries who have
completed Arabic language and poetry. In addition to organizing - every
two years- a competition of poetry and criticism and honoring creative
people in this field.

One no less important aim of the Foundation is to revive Arab
contemporary poetry movement by issuing of Al Babtain's Encyclpedia
for Contemporary Arab Poets.

So, what we are witnessing is that this Foundation is developing its
vision towards grand cultural project that extends to all Arab countries
and beyond.

The Foundation has gone too far in the cultural path, and was not
satisfied with granting prizes for creative people in poetry, to establishing
a conclusive record of Arab poets and poetry.

This is an outstanding cultural achievement that all researchers of Arabic
contemporary poetry will benefit from, as an unmatched Encyclpedia.

Dr. Hasna' Al Qneir
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