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general.

Fourth, Globalized culture due
to the internet network and
its damages of it on culture
universally.

Dr. Abdulrazak, Qasum's
(Algeria) paper entitled "Arab
Issues: Understanding  and
Misunderstanding".

His paper can be briefed in the
following points:

1- Arabs Fondness at both popular
& elite levels to follow track and
imitate all western things. He said
that trying to benefit from western
culture as a tool for development
is a good thing, but not to melt and
vanish into that culture.

2- Lack of Arabs consciousness to
prove our culture and feeling of
weakness against others.

3- Winds of ideological chaos that
hit our countries transformed our
minds and ways of thinking which
resulted in some kind of madness
about everything coming from the
West and a tendency to imitate
them.

He concluded, that we have no
alternative- in the Arab World-
but to go back and rebuild our
institutions, and he called political
elite to respond to the voices of
their wide masses.

The last paper was Dr
Jamil Jreisat's (USA) "Arab
Issues: Understanding &
Misunderstanding".

He talked about political reform
and the need to build a stable and
developed society, believing that
could not be attained unless Arab
regimes get involved in the new
world order.

He added that Arab world stands
now at a fatal cross-road and faces
serious challenges. He said that
the result of this "confrontation"
would lead Arab world to bright
future or-if we fail in this test- to
serious consequences, despite the
fact that Arab World is one of the
most resources-rich areas in the
world.

Joseph Maila:

Does Cross-Culture Issue Become
a Guise For Political Acceptance?

Alhassan Bougentar:

Language is one Aspect of
Dominance And Leverage.




Antonio Friendo:

Dominant
Cultures
Force Its
values on
Others.

Hesham Meshah:

Arabs Are
Captives

of Decline
of output
and Fear of
"the Other."

Dr. Hesham Mesbah delivered an
important paper entitled ;Universal
Contemporary  Cultural Scene:
Critical Reading and a Preview of
International Cultural Scene, which
concentrated on prevalence of the
American way of life, the rise of liberal
thoughts and indications of English
language dominance in the world.

Dr. Mesbah tried to draw a simple
picture of the world current cultural
scene in seven elements:

1- The dominance of the American
model based on "self-service" concept
worldwide.

2- The birth of Western social values
within the societies all over the world.
3- The dominance of the (American)
English language universally.

4- Adoption of most universities in the
world of the American system instead
of the European system which was
valid until recently,

S- Many societies in the world
embraced the liberal way of thinking.
6- The birth of the international giant
companies.

7- Prevailence of American terms and
terminologies in different fields of life.
Finally, Dr. Mesbah regretted the fact
that Arab culture is currently weak
and impotent and this finds reflection
in scarcity of its cultural output of
education, sports, science to Arts
and creativity. Then, he called to the
adoption of a grand Arab cultural
project to save our identity, language,
history and future generations.

Prof. Joseph Maila (France) presented
his paper entitled "Critical Reading
and a Preview of the International
Cultural Scene". He began with
raising questions about the reality
behind Cross-Culture dialogues.
The other main topic of his paper
is Globalization and the one-sided
understanding of some Western
people that does not mean mutual
openness of cultures, but rather threat
of some cultures to others. He thinks
that such dialogue shall not neglect
issues like global warming, world food
crisis and serious diseases as AIDS
and otherwise.

The Second Meeting:

Concentration in the second Meeting
directed by Dr. Suleiman Al Askari,
Al Arabi Magazine Editor-In-
Chief, who introduced Dr. Alhassan
Bougentar (Morocco) with his paper
entitled "Interests and their Impact
on the Cultural Scene and The Arab
World".

He said that culture today-more than
anytime before- constitutes political,
economic and social choice. It is no
longer a luxurious one that we go
back to in our free times. It becomes
a determinant factor for economic
and educational policies. It also plays
a significant role in building political
practice frameworks and consolidate
democracy.

He noted that "we are talking
about strategies that the State and
establishments of the private sector
play a central role in, wether it was
in the American dominant culture or
that culture of resistance".

Dr. Bogentar concluded that Arab
world could not play an efficient
part in this kind of revolution unless
we '"localize" values of modernity
through a civilized dialogue and
positive interaction between what is
universal and what has its speciality.
He continued, that Arab World must
not stay in defensive or rejectionist
position towards different incoming
cultures, but rather, we have to indulge
actively, armed with necessary clear
cultural policies, to create the suitable
environment for creativity.

Dr. Ons Dabbash (France) delivered
his paper entitled "Interests And
Their Impact on The Cultural Scene
And Arab World", in which he dealt
with culture as a group of spiritual
and materialistic features that shape
the community.

His research consists of four main
parts:

First, Definition of culture and interest
and their public dimensions.

Second, Damages of interests on the
world cultural scene.

Third, Negative effects of public
or personal interests on culture in



Initssecond day of the Encyclopedia
Session, two meetings were held. A
number of important papers were
presented in the first one about
Globalization, Market Economy,
and the kind of political conflicts
that take cultural justifications.
Then, the door was opened for
discussion.

In the second meeting, the Bosnian
President Haris Celadic talked
about the exceptional position of his
country between East & West, and
the model of cultural coexistence
it used to represent,but began to
crumble from late 20th century
and the beginning of 21st century.

The First Meeting:

Dr. Mohamed Al Rumeihi, director
of the meeting introduced Dr.
Huda Al Dakheel who presented
a valuable research about the
cultural side of Globalization that
tries to give prominence to the
market and its values over other
human values.

She gave a historical background
about Globalization and how it
began as an economic idea and
went back the ancient Chinese,
Romanian and Mongolian origins.
Then she talked about the liberal
thought that was born in Britain.
Dr. Al Dakheel said she thinks that
the universal rise of Globalization
began really when U. S president
Ronald Reagan cut taxes of the
big companies and released the
economy of any state control. This,
she said, resulted in the American
hegemony overseas, at political,
scientific, cultural, commercial
and social levels. The United
States of America is responsible

‘ ‘}'1

for profileration of what can be
called "Capitalization of Culture"
and consuming values through
Hollywood and other products that
overshadowed local and national
ones.

The second paper was presented
by Prof. Antonio Friendo, Head
of Arab & Oriental Studies at
the Malta University, entitled
"Current International Cultural
Scene: The Dominant Cultures".
He said that anthropologists and
biologists agree generally, that
culture is a non-biological activity,
Thus, music, language habits
and even food recipies are tools
of dominance, and that different
cultures in one society or separate
societies do not always coexist with
harmony. He added that some
cultures look down other cultures
and try to forge its values on.

He noted that cultural imperialism
is a kind of colonialism in the post-
modernity world. They occupy
the consciousness of other people
instead of occupying their land.
Prof. Friendo indicated that
he thinks Globalization in the
current shape, is largely a negative
development. He called people
and countries who try to dominate
other people to cease looking to
other cultures as being of less
value or backward. This is, he
added, essential for this world to
live in peace, stability and mutual
respect.

Finally, he stressed the importance
of dialogue between countries
and cultures on an equal foot, so
as to avoid the negative efforts of
Globalization.

Celadic:

Bosnian
Multicultural
Model Under
Threat

Huda Al Dakheel:

New liberalism

Thinks That
Everything
Should he
market:
controlled.
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A Man of Vision

. (Head of The Arab Encyclopedia-Arab Organization For Education,

Culture and Sciences & Member of Advisory Committee for the Babtain
Encyclopedia).

By the completion of the second part of the comprehensive Encyclopedia
of Arab Poets, it is quite certain that Arab library will acquire- for the first
time- the most extensive and inclusive Encyclopedia of Arab Poets. One
that includes biographies and verse selections of those poets, starting
with the Al Babtain's "Encyclopedia of Contemporary Arab Poets",
then the Al Babtain's Encyclopedia For Arab Poets in the 19th & 20th
Centuries" which was released in this magnificent ceremony that- with
its glorious atmospheres and high ranking guests- reminds us with the
similar event of several years ago.

We feel confident today more than anytime before, that the administration
that stood behind such great work and that followed it up with the highest
level of accuracy, care, skilfulness, sheer sightedness and sustainable
hardworking, is still firm if not firmer and more determined to keep track
upto the last Arab Poet and to the final moment of creativity in the history
of our great Arab & Muslim nation that extends to vast geography and
was honored to hold its noble message to the farthest corner of this
universe. The message that had its cultural and linguistic influence at
a time when Arabic language was dominant. Thus, the result was the
birth of creative people in different fields of knowledge, and poetry in
paritcular.

The most prominent evidence in this regard is the fact that the latest Al
Babtain's Encyclopedia introduced- for the first time- Poets from Africa,
Asia, Europe and other scattered islands in the remote oceans who
wrote poetry in Arabic and were not known to researchers before.
Thoughts and projects have always been around like diamonds in the
water of the gulfs and seas, but the problem has always been the ability
to apprehend such projects and diamonds to make dreams come true.
This is exactly what poet/Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain has done in the
Encyclopedia that includes all poets of a nation that is fond of poetry.
And now, we have this inclusive Poetry Encyclopedia that occupies it's
due and front place at the shelves of Arab and non-Arab libraries.

- Any person who came close to Mr. Al Babtain, and had the opportunity

to meet him time and again in the context of work of this Encyclopedia,
like me, will be highly optimistic and delighted that such a big project
has been granted the right man who dedicated much of his time and
resources to it. A man who spent most of his life to serve the causes of
his nation and its poets.

And those who felt satisfied with the completion of this great project,
have to be pleased today, but those who cast doubts about it, have to
admit defeat.

And finally, all glory is to workers, believers, ambitious and victorious
people with this matchless and virtuous man- Abbul Al Babtain, being at
the vanguard.

Mohamed Saleh Al Jabir
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The Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al-Babtain's
Prize for Poetic Creativity

S ol ke

'Iadlc

05an Multoutaral Model Under Threat

uda Al Daies!
No vralsm Thnk Byerning
onOuld e m k cont 'Ifld




