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From Heart to Heart

One would like that when his heart is effluent with all kinds of love and
appreciation, words to express these feelings could be transformed to
wires that conduct surplus charges of love, and to convey accurately,
how thankful and grateful we feel towards an elite of people who bore the
burden of The Encyclpedia during more than a decade. It was a difficult
time, given the fact that the Encyclopedia shall cover two Centuries, and
a geographic extension from Bones Ires, Argentina to Jakarta, Indonesia
at a time when so vast areas of these countries were unknown and
untraversed. This made me- sometimes- feel anxious that we might
come short of fulfilling this consignment , but members of this group of
the literature cavalry who fit the "People of Determination” and ;Strong
and Trustworthy" descriptions of the Holy Quran, confident that the job
will be done on time and with the proper form.

It should be said that we owe much credit to late notable scholar Dr.
Ahmed Mukhtrar Omar who headed the team, for the completion of the
first Encyclopedia. He passed away after putting the foundation stone of
the second one. He left behind a good remembrance and a role model
for us to follow track.

This team in the Editing Office included also my colleges, Dr. Mohamed
Fatooh Ahmed, Dr. Mohamed Hasan Abdullah and Dr. Suleiman Al
Shatti, in addition to members of the General Secretariat headed by Mr.
Majed Hakawati and computer section, namely Mr. Ahmed Metwalli.
Such great group of people whom | always been happy to work with, bore
largely, the burden of this cultural structures. They have been following
up work day by day and moment by moment, from the very beginning
when it was a seed, and then observed it growing until it gave harvest.
The main concern of our teamwork members was to have this embryo
come to life healthy and in a proper shape even if that purpose needed
huge efforts that were beyond the ability of their bodies. They had to
review every single word of more than ten thousand poets with their
biographies and verse output. They had to verify every single note about
those poets, and they did care to have any piece of verse correctly
conveyed.

They did check every single sentence so that to make sure it did not
have any hint that may hurt somebody else. Furthermore, they did taste
verse selection to judge its technical level and if it fits the Encyclopedia's
Criteria or not.

This kind of work was exhausting to the human eyes but not to minds,
heavy on bodies, but not on resolution. Our team did the job not as an
office duty, but rather as a noble message. They had the feeling that they
are doing if on behalf of the whole nation and its literacy men. They had
no off breaks, but they felt that executing this duty is their most relief.

| would like to express- in my name and on behalf of the Foundation-
deep thanks and due praise for this fantastic teamwork who taught us
how work becomes a kind of worship, how the single person becomes a
team of his own work, and how exhaustion turns into joy. | am sure that
everyone of the Arab nation will feel credit and gratitude for their great
achievement. History will have their names registered honorably.

It is my great happiness to see infront of me all of these brightening
faces of guests from Arab and foreign countries who came to share in
our celebration of this achievement. | warmly welcome them all and
would like to tell them that it is their strong support and friendly feelings
that granted us continuous encouragement, solid faith and the sweet
taste of sacrifice.
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