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Dear Brothers:

Every Foundation’s legitimacy originates from its
ability to respond to the challenges of its surronding
and embodiment of the ambitions of the wider
trend of the community. Our Foundation was
established as a response to the Lack of an Arab
Poetry body that takes care of detecting, collecting
and authenticating it. So our Foundation’s birth
costitutes a new era for Arab Poety.

The Foundation reckonned from its first step that
Arab Poetry can not be dealt with on country basis,
so it embraces the whole Arab World. In addition,
it was aware tht Arab Poetry can not be classified
politically, so it succeded in jumping above all
kinds of facticious divisions.

Our Foundation believed that Arab Poetry can
not be classified on time basis, so it was open to
all ages. We held to the fact that Arab poetry is a
single living body and that any divisional dealing
will make it lose its distinctive traits.

During its long course, our Foundation organized
ten Sessions that concentrated on prominent Arab
Poets of different ages. Not only that, but also.
held seminars and symposiiums to support Cross-
Culture dialogue to help both parties know reality
about the other, not what he hears about him, so
as to consolidate cooperation to achieve peace,
security and prosperity for all. And for that end, we
established a center assigned for this significant
part of the Foundation’s activity.

Such Sessions have been highly evaluated and
patronized by Kings, Emirs and Presidents. of
the countries we have visited and had the great
interest of international organizations, and it was
largely welcome at cultural and media levels. This
has consolidated the Foundation as a credible
reference of Arab Poetry.

And in an effort to collect what has been scattered
of old Arab Poetry, we have established “Al
Babtain Central Library for Arab Poetry”in
2006, so as to compile all Arab Poety related -
biographies, Diwans. studies, thesis, periodicals
and Manuscripts. And in this regard, Mr. Abdul
Kareem Al Babtain has given us a valuable
present, that is his own libaray that contains more
than eighty thousand books.

As a part of our Foundation’s effort to introduce
Arabic Language in the American and Eurpoean
universities. we signed some agreements to have
chairs for Arabic in the universities of Cordoba.
Granada, Sevillie, Malaqa, Malta and Maisori.
The Foundation was aware early in its work, of
the need to issue Poetic Encyclopedias, as a record
of Poetry and to preserve it from waste. So, the
Foundation produced its first Encyclopedia “Al
Babtain Encyclopedia for Contemporary Arab
Poets” which contained in its second edition, more
than two thousand poets.

Then, the Foundation moved to a more ambitious
project, that we are celebrating today. It is Al
Babtain Encyclopedia of Arab Poets in the 19th
& 20th Centuries”. It was Al Merzebani's “Poets
Encyclopedia” in the fourth Century A. H that
included very brief biographies of one thousand
and eighty poets, and now- after one thousand
years- we collect biographies of more than eight
thousand poets in 25 volumes.

By these two Encyclopedias, our Foundation
contributed to the Arab Culutre with the first
Arab Poetic Map of its kind for the 19th & 20th
Centuries that sheds light on different corners of

Arab Poetry.

Honorable Guests:

One Significance of this Session is that it is the first
to be held in Kuwait. but Kuwait was present at
all of the previous Sessions held in different Arab
Countries. and now each Arab country can find
itself in this year’s Session in Kuwait, since these
Sessions are for all Arabs, and our Foundation has
no existence without the Arab gown that wraps
Arab history and geopraphy together.

The Second significant indication of this Session
is that concentration in each of the previous ones,
was on one specific prominent Arab Poet, while
it is new on a new Encyclpedia that contains
generations of Poets who, thanks to their creativity,
the pillars of poetry remaind high and its tent still
casts a shadow over all Arabs.

Given this great achievement, it is imperative to say
thanks to everyone who contributed to build such
a big project, starting with members of successive
Boards of Trustees, Advisory Committee of the
Encyclopedia and members of Editing Office.
And members of the Encyclopedia team deserve
due praise for helping to have it produced on time
and with the proper form.

And [ would like to thank hundreds of researchers
in the Arab World and beyond, and would say to
everyone of them that it is enough pride to have
your name eternal as this work is.

And finally, thanks to all attendants and guests from
Kuwait, Arab countries and from all over the world
who came to add more joy to our celebrations with
the completion of this project, and to emphasise
that our dreams and ambitious are their as well.
And we pledge that our Foundation will continue
to raise the banner of the Arab Poetry with all of
its astonishig creativity and as a unifying power
of Arabs and a Message of peace for all people in
this World.

And peace And Mercy of God Be upon You
Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain

27 October, 2008 /28 Shawwal 1429 (A H)

6- Then the Poet Haroon Hashem Rasheed gave
the speech of prize winners. He expressed thanks to
Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain who described as
a creative Poet who has a very sensitive feelings.
He commended Mr. Al Babtain’s support to Arab
Poetry and Poets and his continuous efforts to
serve the cause of Arabic language.

7 Then, it was the turn of Poetry when Poetess
(winner of the best poem) Nabeela Al Khateeb,
read a selection of verse that was described by the
Arbitration Panel as: “Strong and full of images
and music..”

8. Secretary General Mr. Abdulaziz Al Sureyea
talked about the Encyclopedia, explaining the
approach of work and the efforts to detect and
collect poets and bases adopted for selection and
classification of Poets. And he elaborated about
the Criteria to select or discard texts.

9- Before conclusion of the ceremony, His
Highness Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled Al Sabah
Minister of Information and Chairman of the
National Council of culture, Arts & Letters
accompanied Mr. Al Babtain to distribute Shields
on senior contributors of the Encyclopedia
in recognition of their significant roles in this
outstanding project.

10- Finally, the ceremony was concluded with the
National Anthem.

Haroon Hashem Rasheed:

Haris Siladich

Baheya AL Hariri

o




Reda AL Faili

Ahmed Al Terabulsi
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Arab Poets in the 19th & 20th Centuries™ in 25
Volumes which is the harvest of years of hard
work of an elite of Arab Literary men and critics
whom I welcome here in Kuwait, and would
like to give them all due praise for their valuable
contribution to this achievement.

I think this “Encyclopedia” will act as an
instrument of Laision and a reversion to a way
that has long been disrupted. It will take us back to
our leading role in the history of human culture.
You are in no need to be reminded that Arabs and
Moslems were the first to produce Encyclopedia
and biographies, then hundreds of years later.
other nations began to follow track.

Our great ancestors have authored Encyclopedias
in linguistics of different branches and in arts,
and biographies of men and women in Literature,
medicine and jurisprudence. They have also
written biographies of countries, plants and even
animals. They wrote Encyclopedias in all kinds
of arts, including songs and music.

Evidence to that can be found in our heritage
of knowledge and culture, and with this
“Encyclopedia” we are resuming that leading
role of our ancestors.

Dear Brothers,

It is scholars, scientists and thinkers who are
credited for the evolutoin and development of
human civilization. Literary people and artists are
the vanguard of the renaissance march of nations,
and we - in Kuwait- believe in the importance of
Arab cultural activity on all levels, so our cultural
mstitutions have both national and pan-Arab
dimensions. since we do believe in the unity of
Arab culture. We have also reached out non-Arab
cultures aiming at building a base for dialogue
and understanding that will Lead us to the path of
peace and freedom to all people.

Arab Culture today, is capable of playing an
efficient role to change the stereo-type image of
Arabs and Moslems, and can create the intellectual
environment that frees minds of illusion,
reassures the rational role of Arab societies and
recall knowledge values by which our great
ancestors contributed to the development of
human knowledge worldwide.

This gathering that includes a distinctive elite
of Arab intellectuals. being poets. critics and
thinkers, some of them are our friends and
guests today. We hope that those people will
explore and give prominence to that side of our
culture, that promotes the cross-culture dialogue
at international level. This side is the truest
expression of the role of Arab Culture and its
unifying effect on our nation. It means, also that
our nation’s unity is the role and that shallow
divisions are exceptional, since culture in the end,
is our tent that brings us together to cooperate in
an effort to maintain our identity and our human
and religious heritage that we aspire to contribute
positively in the modern human Civilization.
Honorable Brothers,

I wish to this Session all success, and I am
looking forward to see Al Babtain Foundation
under the leadership of this “Word-Lover”,
brother, Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain, to continue
its sustainable efforts to serve Arab Poetry and
Arab Charming language. I hope this gathering
will meet again to celebrate more and more
successful projects.

I would like, also, to confirm to the participants of

this Session that there would be no restrictions on
debate and no seizure of any opinion whatsoever,
because Kuwait has always been- and will still
is- as you expect of it, a country of free speech,
dialogue and tolerance within and with “the
other”

Thanks For Your Time And wish You a Happy
Stay.

May God’s peace and Mercy Be upon You.v

5- Then the ceremony presenter Mr. Al Faili
introduced his excellency, Prime Minister of the
Republic of Lebanon. Mr. Faud El Senyora who
gave the speech on behalf of the guests..

6- “We meet in this glorious place and this
important occasion of Arab culture”. By this
sentence that reflected his enthusiasm and
optimism, Mr. Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain,
Chairman of the Foundation’s Trustees began his
speech in the Session.

He expressed pride and gratitude that His
Highness the Emir Patronized to Session.

Mr. Al Babtain emphasised the Foundation’s
insistence to serve Arab Culture that was
crowned by the production of the Encyclopedia,
and praised the hard work of all people who
contributed to that great project.

And her is the full context of his speech:

In the Name of God. the most Gracious, The most
Merciful

His Highness Sheikh Sabah Khaled EL Hamad
AL Mubarak Al Sabah Minister of Information
and Chairman of National Council for Culture,
Arts & Literature and Representative of the
Patron of this event, His Hiighness The Emir,
Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah (God
Bless Him).

Your Excellencies, Presidents

Your Honors, Ministers

Your Prestigious Attendants

We meet in this gloriuos place and this important
occasion of Arab Culture, to celebrate the issue of
the first Enclyclopeida of Arab Poetry in modern
ages. First of all, we have to express thanks and
gratitude to the patron of this event, His Highness
The Emir, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Jaber Al
Sabah (God Bless Him). and to His representative
to this event, His Highness, Sheikh Sabah Al
Khaled Al Sabah. Minister of Informantion, and
the Chairman of the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Literature. And We remeber with all
pride and respect successive Emirs of Kuwait
for their kind Patronage of Our “Foundation”
from the very beginning of its birth from His
Highness the Late Emir Jabar Al Ahmed (God’s
Mercy upon Him), the Late (The Father) Emir
Sheikh Saad Al Abdullah (God’s Mercy be upon
Him). and now His Highness The Emir. Sheikh
Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah (May God Safegurad
Him). They have always been in assitance to the
Foundation. They followed up its course, gave
advices and observations, expressed interest for
its success and provided us with good guidance.
This Patronage is a clear evidence that Kuwait’s
leadership have farsightedness, for they
apprehended with their true Arabic Sentiments,
the value of culture as a symbol of the collective
Soul, and understood how could County reach
out- through culture- beyond its geographic
borders to meet with People on the extended Arab
Soil, and beyond limits of time to open a dialogue
with gatekeepers of Arab heritage in all ages.




dialogue of civilizations.

3- Then there was a reading from the Holy
Quran by Sheikh Ahmed Al Terabulsi.

4- Ceremony patronage speech of the Minister
of Information Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled Al
Sabah as a representative of His Highness The
Emir, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah (God
Bless Him), who stressed the interest of His
Highness, the Emir to patronize such events
and give support to the Foundation in serving
culture and creativity.

He praised the important role of the Foundation
to open dialogue between different cultures and
its efforts to produce encyclopedias.

And her is the full context of his speech:

Your Highness Ministers

Your Excellencies

Your Honorable Guests

Ladies & Gentlemen,

May God’s peace & Mercy Be upon you, I would
like to welcome you at the soil of your country,
the State of Kuwait and it is a great honor to
convey to you the greetings of His Highness
The Emir, Sheikh Sabah Al Ahmed Al Sabah
(God Bless Him) and His wishes of Success for
this event and to the Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativity in
its unique role to serve Arab culture, embrace
Arab Poetry and creative poets and maintain
our heritage of Poetry that is - rightly- called
“DIWAN of Arabs™.

This gathering and acceptance of Foundation’s
invitation is a clear acknowledgement of the
Foundation’s significant role in serving Arab
Culture, a foundation that belongs to a country
that is well-known of its continuous Patronage
to that culture based on faith that culture is the
essence and the refuge.

Kuwait has accompanied Arab renaissance
movement as of the early twentieth Century
and opened its doors for these winds that were
blowing from Egyptand Levant countries (Syria,
Lebanon and Palestine) and welcomed scholars,
reformers, thinkers, authors and Literary
people. We benefited from them in modernizing
education at schools, building sophisticated
management in different institutions and the
establishment of public Libraries.

Kuwait as a leadership and people, embrace
creative output of Poets and authors, and have
so many bookshops full of Arabic books and
publications.

Kuwait made a huge progress early from 1970s
in building cultural structures that played- and
still- a prominent role in extending knowledge
and culture in Kuwait and other Arab countries,
like National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters, Kuwait Institute for Scientific Progress,
two institutes one for theatre and the other
for Music, in addition to many newspapers.
This structure of knowledge and culture has
been extended beyond the borders of Kuwait
and translated into the building of scores of
universities and institutions in Arab and non-
Arab countries. For example, Kuwait assisted in
the establishment of The Institute of The History
of Arab and Islamic Sciences in Frankfurt
University, Germany, and Arab World Institute
in Paris, France. These two institutes play an
important role as centers for Arab Culture beam
in Burope.

So, knowledge and culture-loving Kuwait has
procured the suitable environment for private
institutions and public initiatives specialized in
patronizing Culture and Arts, like the Foundation
of Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain’s Prize for Poetic
Creativity, that we are celebrating today one of
its most important events.

This Foundation was one of so many institutions
that enjoyed strong support and encouragement
from the Late Emir, Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmed
Al Sabah (May God’s Mercy Be upon Him).
sheik Jaber had been the man of initiatives and
projects.

He (May God’s Mercy Be Upon Him) gave
all support and interest to this Foundation, and
ordered its library to be built in a very important
location in the heart of the Capital, so as to be an
evidence of his strong belief in the importance of
culture and his appreciation to men of culture.
This Foundation has become a cultural statute
and unique center of Arab Poetry and Poets
from old ages until now. It is a source of pride
for the state of Kuwait.

The Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al- Babtain
For Poetic Creativity held all of its previous
Sessions in numerous Arab and foreign
countries in an effort to extend Arab Culture and
bolster frameworks of interest in this Culture
through interaction with other Cultures, and
to open ways of dialogue, understanding and
reconciliation.

In this context, The Foundation has completed
this grand project of the “Encyclopedia of the

Fuad Al Seniora, Prime
Minister of Lebanon:

Troubles of
today’s world
are due to

A manner
disorder.

Poet Abdulaziz Al Babtain:

Every
Foundation’s
legitimacy
originates from
its ahility to
respond to the
needs of the
wider trend of
community.
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Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled:

This large gathering is acknowledgement
of The Foundation’s significant Role to
serve Arab Culture.

It was a crowdy evening at Sabah Al Salem Hall at Kuwait University, Khaldeya, last
s night upon the opening ceremony of the “Encyclopedia Session”, which was the 11th of
v1 Session of The Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al Babtain’s Prize for Poetic Creativity.
2 A group of political, cultural and Poetic elite met under one ceiling that transformed
gy 5 the Hall into a small planet that embraces the essence of Arab and Islamic thought.
No wonder that the state of Kuwait hosts such a large gathering, since this country has
always patronized and gave strong support for culture.
This was quite clear in the fact that His Highness the Emir Sabah Ahmed Al Sabah
(God Bless Him) was careful not only to Patronize this event, but also to give his
support to the Foundation and its activities, as indicated by His Highness Minister
of Information Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled Al Sabah.
This Session came to celebrate the completion of ‘Al
Babtain’s Encyclopedia of Arab Poets in the Nineteenth
& Twentieth Centuries”, and to promote peace,
coexistence and principles of Justice and beauty
represented by Arab Poetry as a unifying
power and a message of dialogue and peace.
The Latter is the second topic of the

) { .. Foundation’s interest.
1- The Ceremony began with the
) National Anthem.
2- Opening Ceremony speech
; was presented by Mr.
Y Ay . Reda A- Faili who
kN reviewed The Foundation
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@ to support Arab culture and
% Arabic language and promote
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Sheikh Sabah Al Khaled:

- This larye yathering s acknowledgement
of The Foundation’s significant




