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The “Encyclopedia” is Issued in 25 Volumes and an
Electronic Version And Wil be At Hand of Millions Worldwide
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The Encyclopedia Includes
Biographies & Verse

Selections of 8000 Poets
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The Foundation of Abdulaziz Al-Bahtain
Sessions Write the History of Arab
poetry & Embrace the Dialogue Between
Ditferent cultures & Civilizations
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whose rains of cultural bounties keep
bestowing upon other fields thirsty for
creative literature and books that are
precious in content but cheap in price,
so that all people can have access to
the creative output of human thought.

Mr. Al Babtain expressed happiness
of tell literary, cultural, academic and
media communities, not only in the
Arab world, but also in all Arabic-
interested countries, that "Al Babtain
Encyclopedia for Arab Poets in the
Nineteenth & Twentieth centuries,
would come to light in the forthcoming
session.

This new encyclopedia which took
eleven years of sustainable hard work
and ended up with eight thousand and
thirty nine poets, is something different
in shape and content.

"The kind of hard work on this huge
encyclopedia" Mr. Al Babtain said,
"was tremendous yet, interesting. Our
researchers did turn every stone and
walked every route to gain any piece
of verse that qualifies an unknown
person to be classified as a poet present
in Al-Babtain Encyclopedia for Arab
Poets in The Nineteenth & Twentieth
Centuries".

Then Mr. Al Babtain noted that the
"Nineteenth & Twentieth centuries
covered by the Encyclopedia is the one
of the most important eras for Arab
Poetry in which The Arabs Diwan
witnessed huge transformations, some
of which added to it a kind of glamour
that it was about to lose, and others
that caused it lose some of its beauty.
Our encyclopedia, then, is a mirror
to its age, not only from Literary
perspective, but also form political,
social and historical perspectives,
due to the important events and dates
included in the Encyclopedia poems,
which might not have been mentioned
even in history books".

Mr. Al Babtain continued:"while ‘we
have high hopes for this work which
we recruited more than five hundred
researchers in addition to a big team of
technicians, linguistsandadministrators
to work on, our foremost concern in
the forthcoming session is the dialogue
between different civilizations, cultures
and religions, and coexistence between
different religions,

Our Foundation decided four years ago,
to add one more objective alongside its
fundamental literary ones.

He added that "Our message came at

a crucial time of interactions in human
life which make people perplexed and
confused in thought and affiliation,
due to new conflicts amongst different
cultures and civilizations. It is the
obligation of every culture-concerned
person not be neutral-minded regarding
an unknown future of the world's next
generations who face the serious threat
from extremist of all different religions
and intellectual trends.

Finally, Mr. Al-Babtain explained the
Foundation's course in recent years,
saying: "we advanced a long way
through the Foundation of Abdulaziz
Saud Al Babtain' Prize for Poetic
Creativity, in Literature and the debate
of cultures and civilizations".

He added "Until now, the results
we have got were promising and
suggesting that light looms large in the
world's horizon to disclose peoples o
willing for dialogue as a civilized
alternative to strife and killing".

He made clear that jwe did convey
through the two previous sessions of the
Foundation, in Cordoba, Spain 2004 and
in Paris, France 2006, our Arabic and
Islamic message that we are champions
of dialogue and peace, thus the outside
world embraced our message and we
got a high level patronage.

On his part, the secretary General, Mr.
Abdulaziz Al Sureyea talked about the
huge human resources recruited in the Al
Babtain Encyclopedia of Arab Poets in
the Nineteenth & Twentieth Centuries, he
disclosed the names of the most prominent
figures who would attend the 11th
Session, and elaborated on the positive
results of the two previous Sessions,
including the endorsement of Al Andalus
government in 2004 to licence teaching
Arabic language in text books.

AL Sareyea:
Huge Human
Resources

Have Been
Recruited

to Achieve

The Encylopedia




The Chairman of the Foundation of Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain for
Poetic Creativity, the poet Abdulaziz Saud Al-Batain held a news
. conference at the Kuwait Journalists Society in the occasion of the
We Succeeded 1 11th Session of the Al-Babtain's Encyclopedia of Arab Poets in the
conveying Arab & § Nineteenth & Twentieth Centuries, to be held in Kuwait of the 27th
day of October, 2008.
The Secretary general of the Foundation, Mr. Abdulaziz Al-Sureyea,
joined the conference which was directed by the Society member, Mr.
Adnan EL Rashid.
At the beginning of the news conference, the Chairman praised the
"faithful Media efforts" of mediamen towards the Foundation in the
two decades time of the Foundation's presence in the cultural arena.
Mr. Al Babtain deemed this year's Session as having a new depth
and a different concept of other events organized by the
Foundation.
He said: "I hereby declare that our Foundation
under the kind patronage of His Highness
\_ the Emir, God bless him will hold its 11th
Session in Kuwait. Opening ceremony
4 g - will be at 07:30 p. m. on 27/10/2008
\ 4 3 . _ at Sabah EL Salem theatre, Kuwait
‘ . 4 University, Khaldiya.
He added: "This is the first time
we hold our session in Kuwait,
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¥0n the Path of Encyclopeida™

Arabs, more than any other nation, have paid attention to encyclopedia writing.
If you have a look at our cultural archieve, you will find hundreds of them in
different branches of knowledge. Literature in general and poetry in particular,
had the lion's share in this regard.

The most prominent Encyclopedia of Arab poetry is the one authored by
AL MERZEBANI in the fourth century A. H, the famous book of AL-AGHNI
(The SONGS) authored by Abu EL Faraj Al Asfahai and "The Intellectuals
Encyclopedia" authored Yaqout EI Hamawi.

SubsequentArab generations followed track by writing more of city Encyclopedia,
country encyclopedia and Men Encyclopedia for a whole century, Like the book
(ooadl Uy e1y5 8 4 ogdl S5 )entitled ;Reaching out Memories of Yemen's Men.
authored by Mohamed Bin Mohamed Yehia Zubara in the thirteenth century A.
H., and the book entitled Human's Grace in the History of the Thirteenth Century"
(e SO 5pall Fu)ls o i) duls)

authored by Abd EL-Razzak AL- BITAR, just two of more remarkable examples.
One main reason for that early interest to preserve biographies of those creative
people and their writings, is to give credit to those people who dedicate their
lives to enrich our minds and to satisfy our taste with their creative masterpieces.
So, they deserve all compliment.

Robust nations are always careful about saving the heritage of their pioneers
and keeping them in memory, so that they become role models for the next
generations, keep the touch of creativity ablaze, and have a sustainable
connection between present time and the most graceful part of the past.
Creativity in any field of life means an exceptional ability of a single figure
supported by a collective heritage. This particular ability is the mechanism that
impulses change time and again in a effort to gain more effectiveness and higher
standards.

And this is exactlywhat we call the soul of the nation. Lacking such a soul
devolves people into neglect, dependance and conquer. We- in the Foundation
of Abdulaziz Saud AL-Babtain- followed track of our ancestors in paying more
interest to figures encyclopedia, concentrating on poetry starting with ;AL Babtain
Encyclopedia For Contemporary Arab Poets" which includes only living poets
then.

During five years of efforts that covered the whole Arab world, we detected most
Arab poets who really deserve this capacity. The first edition of this encyclopedia
came to light in 1995, and the second which included almost two thousand
poets.

This project was most welcome and highly taken care of, from poets and
scholers as the first of its kind to deliver a detailed picture of the Arab literary
scene accompanied with testimonies from those poets to give the substance
more accuracy and more credibility.

Once we accomplished that first encyclopedia, we began preparation for a
second, more comprehensive and more ambitious one.

After honoring living poets, we assumed that contemporary late poets of the
last two centuries deserve no less interest and credit. This second encyclopedia
includes not only Arab poets, but also non-Arab poets who wrote verse in
Arabic.

The second encyclopedia took more than double the time of the first one and
with exceptional efforts ended up with more than eight thousand poets.

So, we hope that our Foundation did fulfil its duty to explore Arab poetic arena in
modern times with both living and dead poets.

Meanwhile our Foundations is proud of these accomplishments, it will not be the
end of our long way to detect and collect Arab poetry in all ages, so as to get out
with the biggest encyclopedia work in the Arab poetry along the history of Arab
culture. This work aims to be dedicated for academic research and a motive for
more creativity.

Abdulaziz Saud AL- Babtai
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Flashes of the
10th Session
(Shawqi &
Lamartine),
Paris, 2006

La Fondation du
Raix Abdulaziz

De la Fondation du Priv Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain
pour fa Création poetique - Kaweit

d cultures
et civilisations




Under The Patronage of His Highness, The Emir (God Bless Him)

~ The 11" Session of The Babtain Foundation
For Pogtic Creatmty to be Opened




